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Introduction 

 

Jerusalem defeated by Nebuchadnezzar three times 

 722 BC – Israel (Northern Kingdom) fell to Assyria 

 605 BC – First defeat – Daniel and his three friends were deported 

 597 BC – Second defeat 

 586 BC – Final destruction  

 So what were the conditions before the siege of Jerusalem 

 

Jeremiah 52 – The final siege and fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC 

1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king,  . . .  

2 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, . . .  

 

Jeremiah 7:30–31 – Conditions in Jerusalem  before it was attacked   
30 “ ‘The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares the LORD. They have 

set up their detestable idols in the house that bears my Name and have defiled it.  

31 They have built the high places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to burn 

their sons and daughters in the fire—something I did not command, nor did it enter 

my mind.  

 God gave them two chances to repent but they would not 

 Then God allowed Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem 

 

Jeremiah 52 

3 It was because of the LORD’s anger that all this happened to Jerusalem and Judah, 

and in the end he thrust them from his presence. Now Zedekiah rebelled against the 

king of Babylon.  

4 So in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. 

They camped outside the city and built siege works all around it.  

 On Jan 15, 588 BC the final siege of Jerusalem began 

 This was the final defeat of Jerusalem 

  

5 The city was kept under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.  

6 By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine in the city had become so severe 

that there was no food for the people to eat.  

 

 

 



 

Deuteronomy 28:53–57 – God had predicted that the siege brought on by  

   disobedience would cause them to eat their children  
53 Because of the suffering that your enemy will inflict on you during the siege, you 

will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the LORD your God 

has given you.  

54 Even the most gentle and sensitive man among you will have no compassion on 

his own brother or the wife he loves or his surviving children,  

55 and he will not give to one of them any of the flesh of his children that he is 

eating. It will be all he has left because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on 

you during the siege of all your cities.  

56 The most gentle and sensitive woman among you—so sensitive and gentle that 

she would not venture to touch the ground with the sole of her foot—will begrudge 

the husband she loves and her own son or daughter  

57 the afterbirth from her womb and the children she bears. For she intends to eat 

them secretly during the siege and in the distress that your enemy will inflict on you 

in your cities.  

 

2 Kings 6:28–29 – This happened when Aram besieged Samaria in Israel 

28 Then (the king) asked her, “What’s the matter?” She answered, “This woman said 

to me, ‘Give up your son so we may eat him today, and tomorrow we’ll eat my son.’  

29 So we cooked my son and ate him. The next day I said to her, ‘Give up your son 

so we may eat him,’ but she had hidden him.”  

 

Ezekiel 5:8–12 – This happened when Babylon besieged Jerusalem in Judah  
8 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself am against you, 

Jerusalem, and I will inflict punishment on you in the sight of the nations.  

9 Because of all your detestable idols, I will do to you what I have never done before 

and will never do again.  

10 Therefore in your midst fathers will eat their children, and children will eat their 

fathers. I will inflict punishment on you and will scatter all your survivors to the 

winds.  

11 Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, because you have 

defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images and detestable practices, I myself will 

withdraw my favor; I will not look on you with pity or spare you.  

12 A third of your people will die of the plague or perish by famine inside you; a 

third will fall by the sword outside your walls; and a third I will scatter to the winds 

and pursue with drawn sword.  

 Only one third of the people will be deported – the rest died 

 

 

 

 



Jeremiah 52 

7 Then the city wall was broken through, . . . . .  

 Due to the siege (1 ½ years), there was no food left and they gave up 

 On July 18, 586 BC the Babylonians broke through the city wall 

 

10 There at Riblah the king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his 

eyes; he also killed all the officials of Judah.  

11 Then he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to 

Babylon, where he put him in prison till the day of his death.  

12  . . . .  Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, who served the king of 

Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  

13 He set fire to the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of 

Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down.  

 They took everything of value in the Temple and then burned it 

 

14 The whole Babylonian army under the commander of the imperial guard broke 

down all the walls around Jerusalem.  

15 Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile some of the poorest 

people and those who remained in the city, along with the rest of the craftsmen and 

those who had gone over to the king of Babylon.  

 Vast majority of survivors were deported to Babylon 

 

16 But Nebuzaradan left behind the rest of the poorest people of the land to work the 

vineyards and fields.  

 

24 The commander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah 

the priest next in rank and the three doorkeepers.  

25 Of those still in the city, he took the officer in charge of the fighting men, and 

seven royal advisers. He also took the secretary who was chief officer in charge of 

conscripting the people of the land and sixty of his men who were found in the city.  

 They executed the Temple workers and anyone of any importance 

 

27 . . . .  So Judah went into captivity, away from her land.  

 

About Daniel 

 Daniel’s name means “God is my judge” 

 He was probably about 16 when taken to Babylon 

 He died in Babylon in 536 BC = probably 85 years old 

 So Daniel lived through the whole 70 years in captivity 

 The book of Daniel does not call him a prophet of God 

 And he was not called to deliver God’s message to the public 

 But Jesus called Daniel a prophet 

 



 

 

Matthew 24:15–16 – Jesus called Daniel a prophet  
15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 

desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—  

16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  

 

Daniel 12:4 - Daniel claimed to have written this book 

4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end.  

. . . . 

 

Daniel is apocalyptic literature 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

Apocalyptic literature in the Bible has several characteristics: (1) In apocalyptic 

literature a person who received God’s truths in visions recorded what he saw. (2) 

Apocalyptic literature makes extensive use of symbols or signs. (3) Such literature 

normally gives revelation concerning God’s program for the future of His people 

Israel. (4) Prose was usually employed in apocalyptic literature, rather than the poetic 

style which was normal in most prophetic literature. 

In addition to Daniel and Revelation, apocalyptic literature is found in Ezekiel 37–

48 and Zechariah 1:7–7:8. In interpreting visions, symbols, and signs in apocalyptic 

literature, one is seldom left to his own ingenuity to discover the truth. In most 

instances an examination of the context or a comparison with a parallel biblical 

passage provides the Scriptures’ own interpretation of the visions or the symbols 

employed. Apocalyptic literature then demands a careful comparison of Scripture 

with Scripture to arrive at a correct understanding of the revelation being given.1 

 

The Message of Daniel 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

God is sovereign, rules over the nations, and controls them so that they fulfill His 

will. He is sovereignly preserving the nation Israel and bringing her to the fulfillment 

of the covenant He made with Abraham.1 

  

                                                 
1 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 1323). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=biblio.at%3dDaniel%7Cau%3dPentecost%2c%2520J.%2520Dwight%7Ced%3dWalvoord%2c%2520J.%2520F.%3bZuck%2c%2520R.%2520B.&off=2583&ctx=y+were+transmitted.%0a~Apocalyptic+literatu


The Captivity and Return of Judah  * 

605 – 536 – General period of captivity 

605 - Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem for first time – Daniel taken to Babylon 

597 - Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem for second time 

586 – Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem for third time 

538 – Cyrus of Persia decrees return of Jews 

536 – Return of 49,897 from Babylon to Jerusalem 

515 – Temple completed 

458 – Ezra goes to Jerusalem 

444 – Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem 

443 – Walls of Jerusalem rebuilt 

 

* This information is taken from Ryrie Study Bible Expanded Edition (NASB)   

 cc 1995 

  



 

 

 

  



Assyria - Babylon - Media History 2 

Historical Background. Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, fell before the assault of the forces of 

Babylon and Media in 612 B.C. Under the leadership of Ashur-uballit some Assyrians fled 

westward to Haran, from which they claimed authority over all of Assyria. Nabopolassar, the king 

of Babylon, moved in 611 B.C. against the Assyrian forces in Haran. The next year, 610 B.C., 

Babylon, allied with Media, attacked the Assyrians in Haran. Assyria withdrew from Haran 

westward beyond the Euphrates River and left Haran to the Babylonians. 

In 609 B.C. the Assyrians sought the help of Egypt, and Pharaoh Neco II led an army from 

Egypt to join Assyria. Josiah, the king of Judah, hoping to incur favor with the Babylonians, sought 

to prevent the Egyptians from joining Assyria and met the Egyptian army at Megiddo. Josiah’s 

army was defeated and he was killed in this attempt (2 Kings 23:28–30; 2 Chron. 35:24). 

Pharaoh Neco proceeded to join the Assyrians and together they assaulted Babylon at Haran but 

were unsuccessful. Assyria seems to have passed from the scene at that time, but conflict continued 

between Egypt and Babylon. 

In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar led Babylon against Egypt in the Battle of Carchemish. Egypt was 

defeated, and Carchemish was destroyed by the Babylonians in May–June of that year. While 

pursuing the defeated Egyptians Nebuchadnezzar expanded his territorial conquests southward into 

Syria and toward Palestine. Learning of the death of his father Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar 

returned from Riblah to Babylon in August 605 to receive the crown. Then he returned to Palestine 

and attacked Jerusalem in September 605. It was on this occasion that Daniel and his companions 

were taken to Babylon as captives. Perhaps Nebuchadnezzar considered them hostages to warn the 

people in Judah against rebellion. Or the young men may have been taken to Babylon to prepare 

them for positions of administrative leadership there if Nebuchadnezzar should have to return to 

subjugate Judah. Returning to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar reigned for 43 years (605–562). 

Nebuchadnezzar returned to Judah a second time in 597 B.C. in response to Jehoiachin’s 

rebellion. In this incursion Jerusalem was brought in subjection to Babylon, and 10,000 captives 

were taken to Babylon, among whom was the Prophet Ezekiel (Ezek. 1:1–3; 2 Kings 24:8–20; 2 

Chron. 36:6–10). 

Nebuchadnezzar returned to Judah a third time in 588 B.C. After a long siege against Jerusalem 

the city walls were breached, the city destroyed, and the temple burned in the year 586. Most of the 

Jews who were not killed in this assault were deported to Babylon (2 Kings 25:1–7; Jer. 34:1–7; 

39:1–7; 52:2–11). 

The restoration of the Jews back to their land was made possible when in 539 B.C. Cyrus 

overthrew Babylon and established the Medo-Persian Empire. Having a policy to restore displaced 

peoples to their lands, Cyrus issued a decree in 538 that permitted the Jews who so desired to return 

to Jerusalem (2 Chron. 36:22–23; Ezra 1:1–4). About 50,000 Jewish exiles returned to the land and 

began to rebuild the temple. This was in keeping with Daniel’s prayer (Dan. 9:4–19). The temple 

was completed in 515 B.C. (Ezra 6:15). (See the chart “The Three Returns from Exile,” in the 

Introduction to Ezra.) From the first subjugation of Jerusalem (605 B.C.) until the Jews returned and 

rebuilt the temple foundation (536) was approximately 70 years. From the destruction of the temple 

(586) until the temple was rebuilt (515) was also about 70 years. So Jeremiah’s prophecy about the 

70-year duration of the Babylon Exile was literally fulfilled (Jer. 25:11–12). 

 

                                                 
2 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, pp. 1325–1327). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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