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March 15, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 1  
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  

 This was in 605 BC – the first defeat of Jerusalem 

 

2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of 

the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in 

Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  

 Jeremiah had preached that the people should give up  

  And accept God’s punishment and many listened to him 

 So this was probably an easy victory for Babylon 

 Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were taken to Babylon 

 This is the beginning of the Times of the Gentiles referred to by Jesus 

 

Luke 21:20–28 – Jesus spoke about the Times of the Gentiles  

20 “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its 

desolation is near.  

 Jerusalem was surrounded by Nebuchadnezzar in 609 BC 

 It was surrounded by Rome in 70 AD 

 It was destroyed each time 

 Times of the Gentiles extends from 609 BC up to the Second Coming 

 That will begin the Millennium  

 

21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, 

and let those in the country not enter the city.  

22 For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.  

 Punishment by Babylonians and then punishment by the Romans 

 

23 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 

There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people.  

24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. 

Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are 

fulfilled.  

 The Times of the Gentiles will end with the Millennium 

 Then Jesus begins to describe the Great Tribulation which 

  Will precede the Second Coming of Christ 
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25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in 

anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  

 The sea often refers to the peoples of the world system 

 

26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 

heavenly bodies will be shaken.  

27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 

glory.  

 This is the Second Coming of Christ 

 He will set up His earthly 1000 year reign with His capital in Jerusalem 

 

28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near.”  

 Jesus followers should rejoice because their safety is 

  Near in His kingdom = the Millennium 

 

Daniel 1  

2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of 

the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in 

Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  

 His god was Bel – also called Marduk – the chief god of Babylonia 

 The Hebrew word for Babylon is Shinar 

 Placing these articles in the temple of Bel showed Israel’s God defeated 

 These articles from the Temple will come up later in Daniel 

 

Daniel 5:1–4 – The articles from the Temple represented God  
1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine 

with them.  

 Belshazzar was then king of Babylon 

 

2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and 

silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, 

so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them.  

3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in 

Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from 

them.  

4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, 

wood and stone.  

 They were showing their contempt for the God of Israel Who 

  Could not protect His people in Jerusalem 
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Daniel 1 

3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the 

Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—  

 The best of the land of Judah 

 “Chief of his court officials” has been translated  

  “master of his eunuchs” in the King James Version 

 It has been conjectured that some of the exiles were castrated and so 

  Daniel and friends were under the care of the master of eunuchs 

 The words “court officials” is translated “eunuchs” in the KJV 

 

Daniel 1:3  (KJV) – What does the word eunuch refer to ? 

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring 

certain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and of the princes;  

 

The Holman Bible Handbook 

In the first century, the word eunuch often was used of treasurers and could refer to 

one who either was or was not emasculated. In former times, eunuchs were always 

castrated to make them trustworthy keepers of the monarch’s treasury and harem.1 

 

Since Ashpenaz is called “the master of his (the king’s) eunuchs” this sounds 

like he was the overlord of many eunuchs who served the king.  That leads to 

the question of whether Daniel and his friends were made eunuchs as part of 

their captivity.  It would not surprise me if this were true since many practices 

of the victors were inflicted on their captors as punishment and there were no 

rules (like the Geneva Convention) that prevented excess cruelty (now called 

war crimes). 

 

Isaiah 39:5–7 (NIV) – Isaiah prophesied that some of Hezekiah’s    

  descendants would become eunuchs in Babylon 

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD Almighty:  

6 The time will surely come when everything in your palace, and all that your fathers 

have stored up until this day, will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says 

the LORD.  

7 And some of your descendants, your own flesh and blood who will be born to you, 

will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king of 

Babylon.”  

 Isaiah prophesied that some of Hezekiah’s descendants would become 

                                                 
1 Dockery, D. S., Butler, T. C., Church, C. L., Scott, L. L., Ellis Smith, M. A., White, J. E., & 

Holman Bible Publishers (Nashville, T. . (1992). Holman Bible Handbook (p. 643). Nashville, TN: 

Holman Bible Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hlmnbblhbk?ref=Bible.Ac8.26-40&off=1374&ctx=ities+of+the+coast.%0a~In+the+first+century
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  Eunuchs in Babylon 

 It seems that Isaiah could be referring to Daniel and his friends and  

  not to Ashpenaz 

 

I could not find that Ashpenaz was an Israelite. 

But it seems hard for me to believe that a trusted “court official” in Babylon 

would be allowed to teach about Yahweh and the law of Moses and 

prophesies. 

In fact he even changed the names of Daniel and his friends to reflect the 

 names of the gods of Babylon to try to eliminate any reference to 

 Yahweh. 

I also suspect that Daniel and his friends had already been well versed in the 

law and that it was Daniel and other captives that taught about Yahweh in 

Babylon. 

 

4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind 

of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s 

palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.  

 Nebuchadnezzar wanted the best of the Israelites to serve him 

 Obviously these boys were tested to see who would be the chosen ones 

 We don’t know how many others were chosen 

 They were to be groomed in all parts of Babylonian life and learning 

 Ashpenaz was to be their teacher and coach 

 

5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. 

They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s 

service.  

 Three years of preparation to serve the king 

 

6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  

 Daniel means “God is my judge” 

 Hananiah means “Yahwey has been gracious” 

 Mishael means “who is what God is ?” 

 Azariah means “Yahweh has helped” 

 All three names honored Yahweh – the God of Judah 

 

7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to 

Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.  

 Ashpenaz renamed the four youths from Judah 

 Belteshazzar means “Lady, protect the king” 

 Shadrach means “I am fearful (of a god)” 
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 Meshach means “I am despised, contemptible, humbled (before my god)” 

 Abednego means “Servant of Nebo” 

 These new names reflected the gods of Babylon in the Akkadian language 

 These names signified that all four were subject to the gods of Babylon 

 The goal was to wipe out any reference to Yahweh in the court 

 

8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 

asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.  

 The king provided food and wine from his own table for the youths 

 But Daniel was concerned about their being defiled and unclean 

 The food was prepared by Gentiles making it unclean 

 Surely the food included some unclean animals 

 It was very possible that the meat had been sacrificed to  

  the gods of Babylon and then put on the kings table 

 The wine was undiluted violating the strong drink prohibition of the Jews 

 All of this made eating from the king’s table against the law of Moses 

 So Daniel resolved to not defile himself with the kings food 

 Daniel was courageous, determined, and obedient to God 

 

9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel,  

10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned 

your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men 

your age? The king would then have my head because of you.”  

 Could the king do that ? 

 This sounds like Daniel made his plea to Ashpenaz 

 And it sounds like Ashpenaz refused 

 So Daniel went to the guard 

  

11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,  

 Daniel negotiated with a guard whom Ashpenaz had appointed over them 

 

12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and 

water to drink.  

 No vegetables were designated unclean by the Mosaic law 

 Eating vegetables was a good way to keep them from becoming unclean 

 In so short a test there could be no significant deterioration in appearance 

 So the guard and official would be safe 

 

13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, 

and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.”  

 Ten days seems short – but God made a difference in their appearance 

 Daniel had faith in God for the outcome 
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14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.  

15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of 

the young men who ate the royal food.  

16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and 

gave them vegetables instead.  

 The restricted diet was approved 

 Don’t you think the guards would have been watching for any change ? 

 Their heads were on the line 

 

17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.  

 God gave not just a healthy appearance but also knowledge and    

 understanding of literature, learning, visions, and dreams  

 God gave this to them but do you think that they had to  

  Work hard at their studies 

 God gives gifts but we have to do our part 

 Much earlier God gave Canaan to Israel but Israel had to fight for it 

 But God also gives gifts that we don’t need to work for 

 He gave Daniel understanding of visions and dreams 

 

18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented 

them to Nebuchadnezzar.  

 After  three years of hard work they were ready to be tested 

 

19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 

and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service.  

 With God in control it all went well 

 Don’t you know the guards went, “Whew !” 

 

20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned 

them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his 

whole kingdom.  

 They were ten times (much) better than anyone in the kingdom 

 Magicians and enchanters usually refers to users of the occult 

 Chaldeans is a name used for the wise men – probably a misnomer 

 

21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.  

 Cyrus overthrew the Babylonians in 539 BC 

 

 


