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The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 2  
1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was 

troubled and he could not sleep.  

 According to verse 13 Daniel was already considered one of the wise men 

 So Nebuchadnezzar must have attacked Jerusalem near the beginning of 

  The first year of his reign and Daniel’s training was  now complete 

 

2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to 

tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king,  

3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what 

it means.”  

 Nebuchadnezzar sought advice from the world system of his day 

 In an unbelieving culture the people seek advice from their own 

 Seeking advice from those in the world system which is against God 

 

Ephesians 2:1–3 – Paul says we all followed the world system at one time 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the 

ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 

disobedient.  

 We followed Satan and his ways 

 He is the ruler of the kingdom of the air 

 

3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 

sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 

nature objects of wrath.  

 The people in that culture was the object of God’s wrath 

 But God always has His remnant  

 Daniel and his friends represented that remnant 

 They were believers in an unbelieving world 

 We can identify with Daniel and his friends 

 They are examples of how we should behave  

 

1 Peter 2:11–12 – Like Daniel we are aliens and strangers in a pagan world  
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from 

sinful desires, which war against your soul.  
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12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 

wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  

  

Daniel 2 

4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell 

your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”  

 The text from here through chapter 7 is in Aramaic = so what ? 

 

5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: If you 

do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into 

pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble.  

 He ordered them to tell him what the dream was and it’s interpretation 

 They were used to giving dream interpretations 

 But this was irrational 

 Did the king actually have the authority to do all that to them ? 

 

6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and 

rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”  

 The king was really testing them 

 Magicians used magic tricks  

 Enchanters and sorcerers used the occult and evil spirits and the devil 

 Astrologers read the stars to see “truth” and the future 

 The king might be saying if you are for real then I will reward you greatly 

 

7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will 

interpret it.”  

 They responded like they had not heard him 

 

8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because 

you realize that this is what I have firmly decided:  

 He said, “You are stalling for time.” 

 

9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you. You have 

conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will 

change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for 

me.”  

 “Show me that your interpretation is true by telling me the dream.” 

 This sounds like the king has had a bad experience with these guys 

 So he is really testing them 
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10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a man on earth who can do 

what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a 

thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer.  

 “No human being, however talented, could do this.” 

 “And no king who ever existed has asked his wise men to do this.” 

 

11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the 

gods, and they do not live among men.”  

 No human could do this = only the gods can do this 

 And no god lives among men 

 But many years later God did become a Man and did live among us 

 

John 1:10–14 – The Second Person of the Trinity lived among us  

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 

did not recognize him.  

 He (the Word of God) was in our world 

 He was creator of everything but our world thought He was only a man 

 

11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  

 He was born of the Jews but they rejected Him as their Messiah 

 

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God—  

 But some believed in Him as the Son of God = their Messiah 

 To them – He gave the right to be adopted as children of Almighty God 

 

13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God.  

 Not naturally descended from God = we were enemies of God 

 No parents decided to have a child that would be a child of God 

 These believers were “born again” from spiritual death to spiritual life 

 Born of God = by an action of His will = He chose and adopted them 

 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.  

 The Word is later in this chapter shown to be Jesus, the Messiah 

 The Second Person of the Trinity, God, became flesh = the Incarnation 

 He dwelt among us for 33 years living as a real human being 

 But He never gave up any of His deity, always being truly and fully God 

 Peter, James, and John saw Jesus’ glory on the mount of transfiguration 
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 So the astrologers said that only one of the gods could  

  do what the king asked 

 Their response was almost a prophecy of Jesus’ first coming 

 But we will see that God chose Daniel to do what the king asked 

 

Daniel 2 

12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all 

the wise men of Babylon.  

 Not only those who stood before Nebuchadnezzar but all of them 

 And that included Daniel and his friends 

 

13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to 

look for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.  

 Obviously Daniel and his friends were considered wise men 

 

14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to 

death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact.  

 Apparently Daniel was respected and so Arioch listened to him 

 Notice that Daniel used wisdom and tact 

 Even when God is on your side you need to behave wisely 

 

1 Peter 3:15–16 – Peter says we should speak with gentleness and respect  
15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and respect,  

 We should be ready to give our testimony of faith in Christ 

 But we should give it with gentleness and respect  

 Like Daniel did with wisdom and tact  

 

16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 

good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

 We are surrounded by unbelievers who will accuse us 

 May our behavior be such that they will be ashamed of their slander 

 

Daniel 2 

15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” 

Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel.  

 Daniel did not know the details that led to the decree 

 Arioch patiently explained the matter to him 

 

16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might 

interpret the dream for him.  
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 Obviously the king respected Daniel and he had access to the king 

 The king thought that the rest of the wise men were stalling for time 

 But it seems that Daniel’s request for time was granted 

 That shows great respect for Daniel 

 It also shows the hand of God over this whole affair 

 

17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  

 Daniel was not a lone wolf here 

 He went to his friends and asked them to pray with him 

 

18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 

mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the 

wise men of Babylon.  

 They were to “plead for mercy” from God in this 

 As sinners with a sin nature we don’t deserve mercy from God 

 But God is gracious and merciful – that is His nature 

 Notice that they were to pray specifically that they might not be executed 

 Daniel seems to be OK with the rest of the wise men being executed 

 But I doubt that 

 I suspect that Daniel’s desire would be similar to God’s desire 

 

2 Peter 3:9 – It is not God’s desire that anyone should perish  
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He 

is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.  

 

Daniel 2 

19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision.  . . . . 

 Who revealed the mystery to Daniel ? 

 Can God do that ? 

 Do you think God knew that Daniel would praise God before the king ? 

 God knows the heart of every single person on earth 

  And He takes care of those who are His own 

 

Romans 8:28 – God works in all things for the good of His own  
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose.  

 

Daniel 

19  . . . . Then Daniel praised the God of heaven  
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20 and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power 

are his.  

 The “name of God” is often equated with God Himself in Scripture 

 The king’s wisdom and power were nothing compared to God’s 

 

21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives 

wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning.  

 God is in control of everything on earth including all of nature  

 He puts king in positions of power and he also takes them down 

 With mankind He gives wisdom as He sees fit 

 And He provides knowledge and discernment according to His will 

 He is the potter and we are the clay 

 He created us and He owns us and everything else in the universe 

 So He has the right of ownership to make decisions about each of us 

 And what He does is always perfect and just 

 

22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light 

dwells with him.  

 Darkness and light are the same with God – He sees everything 

 He reveals deep and hidden things that we could not possibly know 

 Such as the events of creation  

 

Genesis 1:1–5 – God revealed how He created the universe to Moses 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  

4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  

5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the first day.  

 Moses had no way to get this information except by revelation from God 

 These are some of the deep and hidden things that God reveals 

 He revealed God as the self existent One before time began 

  And that He created the heavens and the earth 

 He revealed that the Holy Spirit of God was active in the creation 

 He revealed that the “Word of God” created everything by just speaking 

 He revealed that the cycle of day and night comprised one day 

 

 

 

 

 


