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Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 2  
17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  

 King Nebuchadnezzar had ordered the wise men to tell him his dream 

 When they could not, he ordered all the wise men killed, including Daniel 

  But Daniel asked the king for time so he could interpret his dream 

 Obviously Daniel was granted some time 

 

18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 

mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the 

wise men of Babylon.  

 Daniel told his friends to pray to God with him for revelation from God 

 

19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel 

praised the God of heaven  

 During that night God answered their prayer with a vision 

 Daniel knew exactly Who to thank for this answer – the God of heaven 

 

20 and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power 

are his.  

 Daniel’s God was and is eternal – forever  

 God is Omnipotent = He has all power 

 God is Omniscient = He has all wisdom and knowledge 

 God is the Sovereign over all the universe 

 

21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them. He gives 

wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning.  

 He controls everything in nature and politics 

 Nebuchadnezzar was placed as king in order to fulfill God’s will 

 He actually gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning 

 

22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light 

dwells with him.  

 God is Omniscient = He knows everything – even the future 

 He reveals deep and hidden things according to His will 

 Darkness and light are the same to Him 
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23 I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: You have given me wisdom and 

power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have made 

known to us the dream of the king.”  

 Daniel knew that his God and not the gods of Babylon should be praised 

 He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

 God had given wisdom to Daniel 

 And He was the One who gave Daniel power with Nebuchadnezzar 

 More specifically, God had answered his saints’ prayer  

 

24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the 

wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of 

Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”  

 Daniel assumed the right to tell Arioch to not obey the king 

 God had given him that power – and Arioch obeyed Daniel 

 But he did not presume on that power = he explained the “why” to Arioch 

 

25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man among 

the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.”  

 Arioch believed that the king’s priority was understanding his dream 

 And so his disobedience faded into the background 

 He probably expected to be rewarded for “finding” Daniel 

 Arioch must have really trusted Daniel – his head was on the line 

 

26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me 

what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”  

 He asked Daniel if he could do what no other wise man could do 

 

27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to 

the king the mystery he has asked about,  

 Daniel said there was no servant of demons who could do that 

 Do you think that Satan would have given the answer to his servants ? 

 We must always remember that God is Sovereign over Satan 

 Satan must ask permission to attack God’s people like he did with Job 

 

Job 1:8–12 – Satan had to ask God’s permission to attack Job’s wealth  
8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is 

no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and 

shuns evil.”  

9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied.  
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10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he 

has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are 

spread throughout the land.  

11 But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely 

curse you to your face.”  

12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, 

but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the 

presence of the LORD.  

 

Job 2:3–6 – Satan had to ask God’s permission to attach Job’s person  
3 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is 

no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and 

shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against 

him to ruin him without any reason.”  

4 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his own life.  

5 But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely 

curse you to your face.”  

6 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must 

spare his life.”  

 

Daniel 2 

27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to 

the king the mystery he has asked about,  

28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King 

Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions 

that passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these:  

 Daniel gave credit to God as the revealer of mysteries 

 Daniel was not the source of this information – he was just God’s servant 

 He starts by giving the context of the dream 

 He says the dream is showing what will happen in the future 

 This is the meaning of your dreams and visions in the night : 

 

29 “As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come, and 

the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen.  

 Notice that Daniel hammers home that God is the revealer of mysteries 

 He is the only One Who can reveal the future 

 God revealed the Times of the Gentiles = From Nebuchadnezzar and  

  the exile on until the beginning of the Millennium 

 Many Gentile rulers would dominate Israel during this time 
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30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater 

wisdom than other living men, but so that you, O king, may know the 

interpretation and that you may understand what went through your mind.  

 Daniel was very humble before God and before Nebuchadnezzar  

 He claimed that he was only God’s tool 

 God wanted Nebuchadnezzar to know the meaning of the dream 

 And now that he does know what God was revealing – he has no excuse 

 He who has understanding is responsible to use it wisely 

 

31 “You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue—an 

enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.  

 The first thing he saw was an amazing statue 

 It was enormous, dazzling, and awesome 

 

32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its 

belly and thighs of bronze,  

33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay.  

 This part was clear to Nebuchadnezzar but the interpretation was not 

 

34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. . . . . 

 So Who cut out the rock ?   God the Father 

 

1 Peter 2:6–8 – Peter writes about a stone (or rock) chosen by God  
6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 

cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  

 God has laid Jesus Christ as the cornerstone of the church 

 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not 

believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” (or the 

cornerstone) 

 To Christians this stone is precious 

 To the builders (Jews) that stone was rejected and crucified 

 

8 and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” . . .  

 Unbelievers stumble over the rock (Jesus Christ) – their only salvation 

 And they fall eventually into the lake of fire 

 

Daniel 2 
34 . . . .  It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.  

 The feet would have been weakened by the clay 

 So when the rock struck the feed they were smashed 
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35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were broken to 

pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the 

summer.  . . . .  

 Then the rest of the statue even though not composed of clay were 

  Broken to pieces and ground to powder like chaff 

 Chaff is the part of grain (husks) that is blown away at threshing 

 The pure and hard metals of the statue were no match for the rock 

 The rock totally destroyed the amazing statue 

 

35  . . . . The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock that 

struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.  

 The wind blew away the powder (chaff) leaving no trace 

 And the rock became a mountain and filled the earth 

 

36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king.  

 Why did Daniel use the word “we” here 

 Were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego there too ? 

 Perhaps Daniel was referring to God’s help 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
Daniel’s interpretation makes it clear that the image revealed the course of 

Gentile kingdoms which in turn would rule over the land of Palestine and the 

people of Israel. 
1
 

 

Daniel 2 

37 You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you 

dominion and power and might and glory;  

 Notice that Daniel says that God is the Sovereign of all 

 King of kings = Nebuchadnezzar defeated many kings to  

  form his kingdom 

 But it is God Who has given it all to him 

 

38 in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds 

of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all. You are that 

head of gold.  

 You are that head of gold = dominion, power, might, and glory 

 God placed in his hands mankind, beasts, and birds = He is the ruler 

 This sounds like what God did when He created mankind 

 

                                                 
1
 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 1335). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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Genesis 1:26 – God made man in His image to be ruler of the earth  
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 

rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 

the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  

 

Daniel 2 
39 “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third 

kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth.  

 After Nebuchadnezzar – below the head of gold will be another kingdom 

 This is represented by the silver chest and arms – less awesome 

 This represented the Medes and Persians or the Medo-Persians 

 They conquered the Babylonians in 539 BC 

 That kingdom was inferior to Nebuchadnezzar’s as silver is to gold 

 Then after that will be one like the bronze belly and thighs – less awesome 

 This represents the Greeks and Alexander the Great 

 He conquered the Medo-Persians in about 334 BC 

 Even though these are less awesome they will have the king’s kingdom 

 The extent of that kingdom will seem to be the whole earth (not literally) 

 

40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and 

smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and 

break all the others.  

 The next kingdom will be like iron – very strong 

 This represents the Romans who defeated the Greeks in 63 BC 

 Just as iron is stronger than gold or silver or bronze – just so Rome was 

  Stronger than all previous kingdoms and gobbled them up 

 

41 Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of 

iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of 

iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay.  

 The  next kingdom (Rome) will be a divided kingdom 

 Partly strong like iron and partly weak like clay 

 

42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly 

strong and partly brittle.  

 The iron part will be very strong but the 

  Clay part will be very brittle 

 The empire that started as strong as iron regressed to a state of weakness 

 

 


