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Daniel 2 

43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a 

mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.  

 The people of this last kingdom will be a mixture 

 Some will support the king and some will oppose him 

 Rome was good at conquering but not good at uniting 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

Other views of this mixture of strength and weakness are suggested:  

[a] the empire was strong organizationally but weak morally;  

[b] imperialism and democracy were united unsuccessfully;  

[c] government was intruded by the masses, i.e., mob rule;  

[d] the empire was a mixture of numerous races and cultures. 

 

 44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that 

will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all 

those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.  

 In the time = Perhaps meaning the time of the earth when Christ will  

  set up His Millennial Kingdom (1000 years) 

 Shortly after the 1000 years the eternal state (no time) will begin 

 The Sovereign King of the universe will set up a kingdom 

 It will never be destroyed like each of the preceding ones 

 And the King will never pass off the scene but will endure forever 

 This eternal kingdom will crush all other kingdoms 

 The Millennial Kingdom will continue as the Kingdom of God forever 

 

45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by 

human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the 

gold to pieces. . . . .  

 The word “rock” often refers in Scripture to Jesus Christ (Messiah) 

 And the word “mountain” often refers to a nation 

 “The rock cut out of a mountain” means perhaps that  

  Christ came from the Jewish nation 

 “Not by human hands” means perhaps that God (Who has no hands)  

  caused the Incarnation of the Second Person of the Trinity 

 Verse 35 says that the rock struck the statue and became a mountain 
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Daniel 2 

35  . . . . But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled 

the whole earth.  

 And so we see that Jesus at His second coming will subdue all earthly  

  kingdoms and form His Millennial Kingdom to rule the whole earth 

 The “huge mountain” could mean Christ’s Millennial Kingdom (nation) 

 Christ will rule not just the Middle East but the whole earth 

 

Daniel 2 

45 . . . .  “The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. 

The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy.”  

 The great God has revealed the future to the king 

 And since it is from God then it is true 

 And the God provided interpretation is trustworthy 

 It seems that Daniel is proclaiming, “Thus saith the Lord.” 

 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor 

and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him.  

 Why did the king immediately accept Daniel’s explanation ? 

 It is not like it could be proven to be true 

 And yet here the king fell on his face before Daniel in honor 

 Then he ordered offering and incense be presented to Daniel 

 Knowing no more than this – would this be your response ? 

 We do know that the king respected and trusted Daniel because 

  He gave Daniel more time to interpret his dream but 

  He did not give his magicians, etc., more time 

 I suspect that the Holy Spirit was at work in the king’s heart 

 Not for salvation but to make him willing to believe Daniel 

 God was turning the heart of the king to God’s own will 

 

Proverbs 21:1 – The Lord directs the king’s heart   
1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse 

wherever he pleases.  

 

Daniel 2 

47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of 

kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”  

 God received glory and honor by Daniel’s responses 

 Daniel told the king that this revelation was God’s revelation 

 So the king was not so much honoring Daniel as he was God 

 And the king just knew that this interpretation was right 
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48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on 

him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 

charge of all its wise men.  

 The king rewarded Daniel with promotion and with gifts 

 Daniel became ruler over Babylon 

 Daniel was put in charge of all its wise men 

 

49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself 

remained at the royal court.  

 Daniel became part of the royal court 

 Nebuchadnezzar trusted Daniel completely 

 Daniel requested that his friends be promoted too 

 We are led to believe that his request was granted 

 

Daniel 3  
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet 

wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.  

 We don’t know when Nebuchadnezzar set up this gold image for sure 

 The Septuagint (translation of Hebrew Bible into Greek) adds in  

  verse 1 that it was in 587 BC – one year before Jerusalem fell 

 586 BC is said to be the culmination of Nebuchadnezzar’s conquests 

 This image may have been his attempt at unifying his kingdom and  

  consolidate his authority 

 But it had to be after Daniel interpreted the king’s dream  

 Daniel would have been 35 years old here and served the king for 16 years 

 

Daniel 3 – Daniel and his friends had already been promoted 

12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province 

of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego— . . . .  

 See Daniel 2:49 

 

Daniel 3 

2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 

judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the 

dedication of the image he had set up.  

 This list probably included all in any official capacity under him 

 You would expect that Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Daniel would  

  Be included in this summoned gathering but apparently were not 

 And Daniel is not mentioned in all of this account 
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3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates 

and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image 

that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.  

 An impressive image and an impressive group of officials 

 

4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O 

peoples, nations and men of every language:  

 This group of officials apparently represented every person under  

  Nebuchadnezzar’s rule 

 This command was not just for the officials but for every person 

 

5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and 

all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  

 Since Nebuchadnezzar did not name a god to worship – it is possible that 

  He was setting up a new form of religion with himself as head and 

  The image as the god to be worshipped 

 In that case he would be both the head of state and head of religion 

 He was unifying his kingdom and establishing his authority 

 

6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a 

blazing furnace.”  

 A death sentence for anyone who did not fall down and worship 

 Everyone must recognize the king’s authority 

  

7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp 

and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell 

down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  

 They were all overwhelmed by the image of gold and the king’s command 

  and the sound of the music – they fell down and worshipped 

 They were recognizing the political and religious authority of the king 

 

8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews.  

 These men were jealous of the captive Jews’ being treated with honor 

 After Daniel revealed both the dream and it’s interpretation to the king 

  he promoted Daniel and his three friends to high positions 

 This was unheard of for captives and created resentment 

 The word “denounced” literally means “to tear in pieces” 

 

Daniel 2:48–49 – Nebuchadnezzar rewarded Daniel and his friends  
48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on 

him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 

charge of all its wise men.  
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49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself 

remained at the royal court.  

 

Daniel 3 

9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!  

 You can imagine that anyone who did not address the king in this way 

  would incur his wrath which could be unlimited 

 

 


