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April 12, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

New People 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Daniel 3:8–9  
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews.  

 This time could have been the original dedication of the statue 

 

9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever!  

10 You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the 

horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and 

worship the image of gold,  

11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a 

blazing furnace.  

 Here they affirmed that they understood the command of the king 

 But they were also reminding the king of the punishment for disobeying 

 

12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province 

of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, 

O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have 

set up.”  

 The astrologers accused Daniel’s friends but not Daniel 

 Perhaps he was to high up for them to attack 

 Or maybe he was away on the king’s business 

 The three did not worship the image of gold 

 That should have led to immediate death 

 And they did not worship the king’s gods 

 And yet it had apparently been overlooked by the king 

 Perhaps they were not in the gathering before the image’s dedication 

 There had to be some time delay since the dedication that  

  they were charged by these astrologers 

 Perhaps the four Jews were getting preferential treatment from the king 

 Could the king do that ? 

 

Daniel 1:18–20 – Nebuchadnezzar was very impressed by these Jewish boys 
18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official 

presented them to Nebuchadnezzar.  
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19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service.  

20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king 

questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 

enchanters in his whole kingdom.  

 Not ten times better than the other captives who were trained but 

  Ten times better than all magicians and enchanters in the kingdom 

 That is an awesome statement 

 Apparently (like the Romans) the captives in Babylon were given freedom 

  of worship as long as they also worshipped the gods of their captors 

 But these men were not doing that 

 How did the astrologers know about their worship activities ? 

 They were not closet worshippers of God 

 In fact they seemed to flaunt their worship of God 

 

Daniel 6:6–11 – Daniel (and his friends) worshipped God openly  
6 So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: “O 

King Darius, live forever!  

7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all 

agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone 

who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, 

shall be thrown into the lions’ den.  

 Do you think they already knew that Daniel prayed to God ? 

 

8 Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be 

altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot 

be repealed.”  

9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.  

10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home 

to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a 

day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he 

had done before.  

 This was Daniel’s regular practice with his windows open to Jerusalem 

 Surely this was the practice of the four men early on in their captivity 

 It would have been fairly easy to build a case against them 

 

11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God 

for help.  

 Daniel was not trying to hide his worship of God 

 Back to Daniel 3 
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Daniel 3 

13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,  

 Why would the king be furious with rage ? 

 Could he have made his command any clearer ? 

 Yet here were three who had probably been given preferential treatment 

 And they did not seem to appreciate what had been done for them 

 But this was not the first time Nebuchadnezzar was “furious with rage” 

 

Daniel 2:11–12 – Nebuchadnezzar was “furious with rage” previously 

11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the 

gods, and they do not live among men.”  

12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all 

the wise men of Babylon.  

 How could these three live with themselves after preferential treatment ?    

 Why did their position make sense to them ?   

 They understood what God expects of His people 

 

Titus 3:1–2 – Paul wrote that Christians must obey the laws  
1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be 

ready to do whatever is good,  

2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility 

toward all men.  

 Christians are to be subject to rulers and authorities and obey the laws 

 The only time we can disobey them is so that we can obey God 

 When the laws require us to disobey God then we must rebel 

 

Titus 3:8 – But he also wrote that we should be devoted to doing good  
8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that 

those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing 

what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.  

 What is good is to obey God 

 So the three were brought before the king 

 

Daniel 3 

14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have 

set up?  

 Even with the case made against them the king gave them a chance 

 He could have just executed judgment against them and burned them 

 But again he gives them preferential treatment 
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15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and 

all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, 

very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a 

blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”  

 He was willing to forgive past transgressions 

 He is saying, “If you do it right now – then very good” 

 I wonder if he would have been that lenient with other officials 

 The king asked, “What god will be able to rescue you ?” 

 True of all the gods he was thinking of 

 The king was claiming to be more powerful than all gods 

 But surely he remembered that they worshipped God 

 But notice how quickly he forgot about God helping Daniel with dreams 

 

Daniel 2:47 – Nebuchadnezzar called God “ God of gods and Lord of kings”  
47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of 

kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”  

 And so this had become a battle between Nebuchadnezzar and God 

 

Daniel 3 
14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have 

set up?  

15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and 

all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, 

very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a 

blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”  

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  

 They reminded the king that God was in control 

 They knew that God would defend them 

 

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 

from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  

 They are claiming that God is more powerful than the king 

 Not only is God able to save them but they are convinced that He will 

 They had confidence in their God 

 

18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve 

your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  

 But they did not know what God’s will was 

 And even if God does not save them they will not worship the  

  king’s gods nor will they worship the king’s image 

 This sounds a bit like Job’s comment 
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Job 13:15 – God is worthy of all our hope  
15 Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him . . . .  

 

Hebrews 11:29–40 – The great Hall of Faith for believers  
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the 

Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.  

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them 

for seven days.  

31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed 

with those who were disobedient.  

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets,  

33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained 

what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,  

34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 

weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed 

foreign armies.  

35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again.  . . . . 

 All of these received rescue and safety at the hand of God 

 But that was not true of all listed in this Hall of Faith 

 

35  . . . .  Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain 

a better resurrection.  

36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in 

prison.  

37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the 

sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated—  

38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 

and in caves and holes in the ground.  

 All of these seemed to have been abandoned by God 

 But we do not know what God’s will is 

 What we do know is that He is good and we can trust His judgment 

 And even though these did not receive what was promised we see  

  that all were commended for their faith by God 

 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what 

had been promised.  

40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would 

they be made perfect.  

 We should not presume that we know fully God’s promises 

 We must leave room for God to do something better 


