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April 26, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

New People Tuned In Today 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Please mute your microphone until you would like to speak 

That will minimize distracting noise during the session 

But please don’t hesitate to offer a comment or ask a question 

Just un-mute your microphone and get my attention 

 

Daniel 3 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of 

Babylon.  

 Then the king promoted them again to even higher positions 

 This time because of their own courage in not violating the law of God 

 Previously they were promoted at the request of Daniel 

 

Daniel 2:48–49 – After Daniel interpreted the king’s dream  
48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on 

him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 

charge of all its wise men.  

49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself 

remained at the royal court.  

 And so we see that God saved Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

 But we know that God does not always save out of danger 

 

Hebrews 11:35-40 – Some of God’s faithful were not saved from peril 

35  . . . .  Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain 

a better resurrection.  

36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in 

prison.  

37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the 

sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated—  

38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 

and in caves and holes in the ground.  
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 All of these seemed to have been abandoned by God 

 But we do not know what God’s will is 

 What we do know is that He is good and we can trust His judgment 

 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what 

had been promised.  

 And even though these did not receive what was promised we see  

  that all were commended for their faith by God 

 

40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would 

they be made perfect.  

 “Made perfect” probably refers to the resurrection 

 We should not assume that we fully understand God’s promises 

 We must leave room for God to do something better 

 

Romans 8:28 – God always works for our good  
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose.  

 

Daniel 4  
 Daniel wrote the book of Daniel and the Holy Spirit inspired him to 

  Include this proclamation from Nebuchadnezzar 

 

1 King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and men of every language, 

who live in all the world: May you prosper greatly!  

 Seventy years of the captivity = 605 – 536 BC 

 Nebuchadnezzar reigned for 43 years – 605 to 562 BC 

 Scholars believe that this decree was issued in the 35
th
 year of his reign 

 So about 30 years had passed since the fiery furnace incident  

 Daniel would have been about 50 years old here 

 

2 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the 

Most High God has performed for me.  

 Nebuchadnezzar is likely referring to the signs and wonders in this  

  chapter although the previous signs must have contributed much 

 He calls God “the Most High God” – recognizing that He is truly God 

 The king had seen that God is able to preserve those who 

  trust and obey God 

 But in this chapter God further revealed Himself to the king 

 

3 How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal 

kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation.  

 The king realized that God’s kingdom is eternal just as God is 
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 And not only does God have dominion but that dominion endures forever 

 Earlier the king had proclaimed that he was the most powerful of all 

 Now he realizes that it is God who rules according to His will and  

  That He uses those He chooses as His instruments and 

  That God is absolutely sovereign 

 

4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous.  

5 I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in my bed, the images and 

visions that passed through my mind terrified me.  

 He knew that the dream was probably a portent of the future 

 But since he did not understand the dream he was afraid 

 Not just afraid but also terrified 

 

6 So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought before me to 

interpret the dream for me.  

 Although these had all been discredited before, he had kept them on staff 

 Except for the intervention by Daniel – they would all have been killed 

 So he called on them to interpret this dream 

 But again they will be unable to interpret the dream 

 

7 When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, I told them the 

dream, but they could not interpret it for me.  

 I suspect that often these men made up interpretations of dreams 

 And their deceit would not be discovered immediately 

 So why did they not make something up here ? 

 Perhaps God prevented them 

 

8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream. (He is called 

Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and the spirit of the holy gods is in him.)  

 Finally = Daniel was not among the group initially called to the king 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s god was Bel 

 Daniel and his three friends had been renamed after the gods of the  king 

 Notice that the king did not say that the Spirit of God is in him 

 Perhaps this reveals the king’s heart before his words in vs 2 and 3 

 

9 I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy 

gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. Here is my dream; 

interpret it for me.  

 The king called Daniel the chief of the magicians 

 He had previously placed Daniel over all the wise men 
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Daniel 2:48 – Daniel was in charge of all the wise men  
48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on 

him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 

charge of all its wise men.  

 

Daniel 4 

10 These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, and there before 

me stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its height was enormous.  

11 The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was visible to 

the ends of the earth.  

12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all. Under 

it the beasts of the field found shelter, and the birds of the air lived in its 

branches; from it every creature was fed.  

13 “In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and there before me 

was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven.  

14 He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; strip 

off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it and the birds 

from its branches.  

 The king probably in pride recognized himself as the tree 

 

15 But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in the 

ground, in the grass of the field. “ ‘Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, 

and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth.  

 The angel said “Let him” revealing a change from the tree to a person 

 This would terrify the king who would be cut down 

 

16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of 

an animal, till seven times pass by for him.  

 Then he would become insane for seven years – again terrifying him 

 

17 “ ‘The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the 

verdict, so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the 

kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the 

lowliest of men.’  

 Apparently several messengers declared this verdict 

 The dream’s interpretation seems pretty clear to us so why not to him ? 

 Maybe he wanted a better meaning or maybe God clouded his vision 

 


