
1 

 

May 3, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

 

Daniel 4 

18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell 

me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom can interpret it for 

me. But you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”  

 Nebuchadnezzar still believes in the holy gods of Babylon 

 He says that the spirit of those gods is in Daniel and that those gods are 

  Giving Daniel the ability to interpret his dreams 

 He seems to lump our God in with all the gods of his time 

 But he has forgotten what Daniel told him the first time 

 

Daniel 2:27–28 – Daniel told the king that only God can reveal mysteries  
27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to 

the king the mystery he has asked about,  

28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King 

Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come.  . . . .  

  No man – and not me either – can explain dreams 

 Only God in heaven can do that 

 And after Daniel explained the king’s dream then 

  The king said that God was above all gods and kings 

 

Daniel 2:45–47 – Nebuchadnezzar had said that God was helping Daniel  
45  . . . . “The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. 

The dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy.”  

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor 

and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him.  

47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of 

kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”  

 Nebuchadnezzar realized that Daniel’s God was God Almighty and that 

  He was the revealer of mysteries 

 This was probably about 4 years into the king’s reign and 4 years after 

  Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came to Babylon 

 But here in Daniel 4 he seems to have forgotten all this 

 And then at the incident of the blazing furnace the king came 

  To the same conclusion about God 
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Daniel 3:26 – Nebuchadnezzar called Him “God Most High”  
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and 

shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, 

come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the 

fire,  

 Nebuchadnezzar called God – the Most High God 

 And he praised the God of the three Hebrews 

 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him 

and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather 

than serve or worship any god except their own God.  

29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say 

anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces 

and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this 

way.”  

 Back then he made a decree that no one be allowed to speak against  

  God for no other god can save like their God can save  

 This would have been about 4 or 5 years into the king’s reign 

 In chapter 4 - about 30 years later - Nebuchadnezzar seems to have  

  forgotten those two incidents 

 

Daniel 4 
19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and 

his thoughts terrified him.  . . . . 

 He almost immediately understood the dream like we do 

 Daniel had easily told previously that the king was the head of gold 

 But this time Daniel was perplexed – how could he give  

  such bad news to the king? 

 Often the bearer of bad news was punished or killed 

 Instead of saying “O king, live forever” and then good news – he would 

  Be the bearer of bad news for Nebuchadnezzar 

 

19  . . . .  So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning 

alarm you.”  . . . .  

 The king saw the terror on Daniel’s face and assured him it was OK 

 Basically the king said “Tell me anyway” 

  

19  . . . .  Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your 

enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!  

 This was a way to wish the bad news on the king’s enemies 

 Hopefully this would ease the way into his giving the bad news 
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20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky, 

visible to the whole earth,  

21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter 

to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its branches for the birds 

of the air—  

22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your greatness 

has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to distant parts of 

the earth.  

 Daniel gave the good news first 

 He said king Nebuchadnezzar was the main character of the dream and 

  That the tree represented the king in all his greatness  

 This would have made the king swell with pride 

 But of course then the rest of the dream followed – the bad news 

 

23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven and 

saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron 

and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let 

him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until 

seven times pass by for him.’  

 Notice the messenger goes from calling it “the tree” to calling it “him” 

 

24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has 

issued against my lord the king:  

 The Most High = God = has issued a decree against Nebuchadnezzar 

 

25 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you 

will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times 

will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over 

the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.  

 You will become like a wild animal living outdoors and grazing on grass 

 Seven times means the perfect time set by God = seven years 

 God has a purpose in doing this to you 

 You have begun to think that you are more powerful than God and  

  That you have built your kingdom on your own 

 You must learn and acknowledge that God reigns 

 

26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your 

kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules.  

 The fact that the stump and roots will remain means that    

  Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom will not be destroyed 

 And when you learn and acknowledge  that God is the Sovereign of  

  all then your kingdom will be restored to you 

 Why do you think that God gave Nebuchadnezzar this dream ? 
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 Probably a warning 

 Mostly warnings are given so that people can listen and change 

 It seems that even during the Great Tribulation everything is a warning 

 “And still they would not repent” 

 

27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by 

doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may 

be that then your prosperity will continue.”  

 Daniel seems emboldened to advise the king 

 Stop sinning and do what is right 

 Stop your wickedness and be kind 

 That would be a very dangerous thing to say to the king 

 But all of God’s prophets felt compelled to give God’s message even 

  When it meant their punishment or death 

 And so Daniel was emboldened by God to do His will 

 “It may be that God will “relent” of what He has decreed and  

  Your prosperity will continue” 

 There was a time when God relented and saved the Ninevites 

 

Jonah 3 – Jonah preached – Nineveh repented – God relented 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 

very important city—a visit required three days.  

 After Jonah spent three days in the belly of a big fish he  

  Obeyed God and went to Nineveh = an evil city 

 

4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days 

and Nineveh will be overturned.”  

 This is surely a brief summary of what Jonah preached 

  

5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the 

greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.  

6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off 

his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust.  

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.  

 Our God is compassionate to those who heed His warnings 

 But as we will see – the king did not listen to Daniel 

 

Daniel 4 
28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.  

 All that the dream portrayed happened to the king 
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29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace 

of Babylon,  

30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by 

my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  

 Notice “I have built” and “my mighty power” and “my majesty” 

 It was all about him and his pride 

 What caused Lucifer to be cast our of heaven = Pride 

 

Isaiah 14:12–15 – Lucifer (Satan) was cast out of heaven  
12 How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You 

have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  

13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above 

the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost 

heights of the sacred mountain.  

14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most 

High.”  

15 But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.  

 

Daniel 4 
29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace 

of Babylon,  

30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by 

my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  

 Twelve months later the king had forgotten his dream and its warning 

 God had given him long enough to repent 

 But the king did not renounce his sins and wickedness 

 Unlike what God did with the Ninevites - He did what He warned about 

 

31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is 

what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been 

taken from you.  


