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March 24,  2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 10  
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 

saved.  

 

Romans 9:1–5 – Paul started chapter 9 the same way  
1 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy 

Spirit—  

2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  

3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 

my brothers, those of my own race,  

4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the 

covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  

5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, 

who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.  

 

Romans 10  
2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based 

on knowledge.  

 Paul was one of the most zealous of the Israelites 

 

Acts 9:1–2 – Paul (Saul) persecuted Christians before his conversion 

1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest  

2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any 

there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem.  

 If the Jews had had full knowledge of God they would not have  

  stumbled over Christ Who was God’s real Messiah 

 Their zeal was founded on ignorance 

 If they had accepted Christ (Messiah) and placed their faith in Him then 

  God would have imputed Christ’s righteousness to them 

 Instead they tried to earn their own righteousness from obeying the law 

 

Romans 10 

3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to 

establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.  

 The source of the only righteousness that counts is God 
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 He must give His righteousness or there is no righteousness given 

 But since they did not know that – they did not submit to God’s righteousness 

 They tried to earn righteousness before God by obeying the law 

 They might have remembered the words of Moses in Deuteronomy 

 

Deuteronomy 6:24–25 – Moses spoke about righteousness  
24 The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, 

so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today.  

25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has 

commanded us, that will be our righteousness.”  

 The Jews might have used this verse to show that  

  obedience results in righteousness 

 Moses did not have attainment of heaven in sight here 

 He told them the law is the way to blessing in Canaan as God’s people 

 The law shows the way that God desires for them to behave 

 God’s law is His standard for “righteous living” on earth 

 But God never intended the law to provide righteousness 

 The law was given to show man how helpless he was to obey all the law 

 Man constantly fell short of what God demanded in the law 

 The law is there to show man that he need a Savior  

 

Romans 10 

4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 

believes.  

 Paul is not saying that Christians don’t have to obey the law 

 The law is God’s standard of behavior for His children 

 The Jews believed that perfect obedience to the law resulted in righteousness 

  And so then they would go to heaven 

 Paul is saying here that Christ is the end of that belief and 

  Obedience is not the way to get to heaven 

 

Galatians 3:23–25 – The purpose of the law  
23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith 

should be revealed.  

 Before Christ came and faith in Him was revealed for righteousness mankind 

  Was captive to the law as the means to please God 

 But now faith in Christ has been revealed as the way to please God 

 

Hebrews 11:6 – How do we please God ?  

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  
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Galatians 3:23–25 – The purpose of the law  
24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 

faith.  

 The law’s purpose was to lead us to faith in Christ for salvation 

 

25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.  

 And it is not perfect obedience but faith in Christ that gives righteousness 

 Just as Abraham believed God (had faith in Him) and 

  Abraham was credited with righteousness 

 Just so we believe God and He credits us with Christ’s righteousness 

 And that is the way to get to heaven 

  

Genesis 15:5–6 – Abraham believed God and He credited righteousness to him  

5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if 

indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

 Abraham (Abram) had strong reasons to doubt God’s promise 

 But Abraham believed the Lord 

 And God imputed Christ’s righteousness to Abraham 

 And so I am sure that we will see Abraham in heaven 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commantary 

The Law did not and could not of itself provide righteousness before God for 

individuals (cf. Rom. 3:20; 7:7). But Christ fulfilled the Law (Matt. 5:17–18) by 

keeping it perfectly during His sinless life (cf. John 8:46) and then gave His life in 

payment for the penalty of sin and the broken Law (cf. Eph. 2:15; Col. 2:13–14). The 

Law then pointed to Him as the Source of the God-provided righteousness it could 

not supply (Gal. 3:24).1 

 

Romans 10 

5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who 

does these things will live by them.”  

 He will live by them means he will have the good life through obedience 

 He will have the blessings of God 

 Moses was not speaking of the imputed righteousness of Christ 

 More closely he was speaking of being pleasing to God as being righteous 

 Moses presented God’s law and told the Israelites that he was 

  Presenting life through obedience and death through disobedience 

 

                                                 
1 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 480). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Ro10.1-4&off=2328&ctx=ch+the+Law+pointed.%0a~The+Law+did+not+and+
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Deuteronomy 30:15–20 – Moses presented to them “life or death”  
15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.  

16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to 

keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD 

your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away 

to bow down to other gods and worship them,  

18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live 

long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  

19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 

you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 

children may live  

20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to 

him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore 

to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

 Notice that this passage focuses on life in Canaan 

 I don’t think that Moses was referring to eternal life 

 Much of the Old Testament seems to focus on earthly life as God’s people 

 And many of the promises are physical in nature and  

  not so much spiritual and eternal 

 

Romans 10 

5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who 

does these things will live by them.”  

6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 

ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down)  

 We don’t need to ask that Christ come down – He already in the Incarnation 

 

7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  

 He did that in His Resurrection 

 

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” 

that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  

 Paul writes here that Moses was speaking spiritually in Deut. 30:11-14 

 He quotes somewhat freely what Moses wrote 

 

Deuteronomy 30:11–14 – Moses said that Israel already knew the message  
11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your 

reach.  

12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get 

it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”  

13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it 

and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”  
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14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may 

obey it.  

 Paul seems to think that righteousness by faith was part of Moses thinking 

 Moses said that Israel had the message of faith and love and obedience 

 He said it was not far away but in their mouths and hearts 

 This message was that of righteousness by faith in God 

 They should have known this but they were ignorant and stumbled 

 Then Paul applies all this to the Jews and all mankind 

 And that message is in verse 9 

 

Romans 10 

9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

 The promise of God !!! 

 Then you will be saved 

 Do you think God knows when someone’s confession is real ? 

 

10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you confess and are saved. 

 God knows our heart intimately 

 When we believe we are justified = Just as if I had never sinned ! 

 We confess with our mouth and that is our part 

 A part of that confession is in our baptism before the family of God 

 We confess that Jesus is Lord and God 

 And we confess that God raised Jesus from the dead 

  

11 As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  

 We need never fear that Jesus will let us down 

 He did not bring us this far to let us fall and be ashamed of Him 

 The worst the world can do to us is death and that will send us to heaven 

 

12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all 

and richly blesses all who call on him,  

13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

 No one will be turned away 

 Christ’s blood is efficient to cover any and every sin of humans 

 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 

someone preaching to them?  

 This preaching is not just from the pulpit 

 It includes all the testimonies of every day Christians 

 God calls and the church sends preachers and evangelists 
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 We must all give our testimony 

 

15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!”  

 We must bring the good news that God has provided a Savior 

 And all who call on Him will be saved 

 


