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March 31,  2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 10  
16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 

believed our message?”  

 Paul writes that Israel had the good news even in Isaiah’s day 

 Isaiah says that he preached the good news but few believed 

 So what is this good news (gospel) ? 

 Those who have faith in God will be granted the righteousness of God 

 Just like with Abraham – he believed God and it was  

  credited to him as righteousness 

 But not all Israel accepted that and so they wanted to earn righteousness 

 But also to be fair – it was perhaps their interpretation of two  

  verses in Deuteronomy that led them astray 

 

Deuteronomy 6:24–25 – Moses spoke of righteousness for Israel  
24 The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, 

so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today.  

25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has 

commanded us, that will be our righteousness.”  

 Israel could have taken verse 25 as their way to righteousness 

 The law shows His standard of conduct which is righteous in God’s sight 

 I think “Righteous” here refers to living right – perhaps a relative term 

 The righteousness of God is an absolute term – holy before God 

 

Proverbs 10:6 – Scripture often uses “righteousness” as living right  
6 Blessings crown the head of the righteous, but violence overwhelms the mouth of 

the wicked.  

 I don’t think this word righteous refers to the righteousness of God 

 

Romans 10 

17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 

through the word of Christ.  

 Faith comes from hearing (and responding) to the message 

  about Christ’s coming and His death and His resurrection for us 

 

Romans 1:16–17 – Paul says the gospel is the power of God for salvation  
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 

everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  
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 Jew and Gentile are saved the same way = through faith in Christ 

 

17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by 

faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”  

 When the full gospel is preached – it shows a righteousness from God 

 That righteousness is given by grace through faith to all who believe 

 Not only are we saved by faith but we then live by faith 

 

Romans 10 

18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice has gone out into all 

the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”  

 The word “hear” in Scripture often means to hear and respond positively 

 This use of the word seems to simply  mean hearing alone 

 Israel did hear the words of Moses and Isaiah and later Paul 

 Their voice has gone out to all 

 Then Paul asks the next question 

 

19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, “I will make you 

envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no 

understanding.”  

 Paul seems to be saying that Israel should have understood 

 God predicted through the prophets that he would make Israel envious 

 Envious of the Gentiles = who are not a nation 

 Gentiles were considered ignorant of the things of God 

 But God would begin to adopt the Gentiles as His children 

 And that would make Israel envious and angry 

 So they should have heard and understood from Moses 

 

20 And Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed 

myself to those who did not ask for me.”  

 Isaiah says that Gentiles who were ignorant of God and not seeking Him 

  Have found God and were made righteous by Him 

 And now God has revealed Himself to Gentiles who were not asking for Him 

 So the Jews should have heard and understood from Isaiah 

 

21 But concerning Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a 

disobedient and obstinate people.”  

 Often we hear God referring to Israel as a stubborn and rebellious people 

 And yet these were God’s chosen people and he was patient 

 

Romans 11 
1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means!  . . . .  

 God was often angry with His chosen people 
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 He told Moses that He would destroy all of them at Mt. Sinai 

 But Moses interceded for them and God did not reject His people 

 God even gave Israel and Judah up to Assyria and Babylon and 

  After Israel and Judah were slaughtered and their cities destroyed 

  The survivors were taken away into captivity 

 But God did not reject His people – He brought them back to Palestine 

 By no means did God reject His people 

 

1  . . . .  I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of 

Benjamin.  

 Paul says that he himself is living proof that God did not reject Israel 

 

2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew.  . . . .  

 We have seen this word – “foreknew” – before 

 

Romans 8:28–29 – God foreknew us and predestined us to be like Christ  
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.  

 Our God is Sovereign over all 

 He is Omnipotent = All Powerful 

 Here we see that He is able and willing to work all things for our good 

 We have been called according to His purpose 

 

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

 God foreknew us = He had a meaningful relationship with us 

 Since God is beyond time – He knew us before we were born 

 And He knew our whole life just as if it had already happened 

 Just as God foreknew us – He also foreknew His people 

 He knew all about them and still He did not reject them – that is grace 

 

Romans 11 
2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what the 

Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel:  

3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one 

left, and they are trying to kill me”?  

 This was just after Elijah killed the prophets of Baal at Mt Carmel 

 Then he was threatened with death by Jezebel  

 He became depressed and fearful and ran for his life all the way to Mt Sinai 

 Then he complained to God about the northern kingdom of Israel saying 

  That he was the only one faithful to God and he was about to be killed 
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4 And what was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven thousand 

who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”  

 God told Elijah that He had the big picture 

 God had reserved seven thousand Israelites who were faithful to Himself 

 Paul says that this was true at that present time 

  

5 So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace.  

 Elsewhere Paul stated that the true Jews are those with faith like Abraham 

 So not all Jews will be saved but only a remnant chosen by God 

 In every age of the church a part of the remnant is being saved 

 

6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be 

grace.  

 Salvation (by grace) is a free gift – not worked for and not earned 

 If it were earned then it would no longer be a gift (grace) 

 

7 What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did.  . . . . 

 Israel in general (not the remnant) sought righteousness by obeying the law 

 And sought it earnestly but did not obtain it 

 But the elect did receive righteousness and they were not trying 

 What the elect did was to believe God and righteousness was credited to them 

  

7  . . . .  The others were hardened,  

8 as it is written: “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see 

and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.”  

 They were hardened by God – He knew their heart 

 So they did not see and they did not hear 

 God hardened them not so much so they could not see nor hear  

  but because they would not see nor hear 

 Paul here is quoting from Isaiah 

 

Isaiah 29:10 and 13 – God brought a deep sleep over Israel  
10 The LORD has brought over you a deep sleep: He has sealed your eyes (the 

prophets); he has covered your heads (the seers). 

  

13 The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me 

with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only 

of rules taught by men.  

 That is why God had hardened their hearts 

 They were only going through the motions of worship 

 Their mouths and hearts were far from truly worshipping God 

 This was true in Isaiah’s day and was true now in Paul’s day 
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Romans 11 
9 And David says: “May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and 

a retribution for them.  

 Table here means the place of nourishment – of God’s blessings 

 They see God’s blessings on them and refuse to love and obey Him 

 These become a snare and trap and stumbling block because 

  They refuse to love and worship God and have faith in Him 

 

10 May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.”  

 Because of their refusal to love and trust God – may they be hardened 

 For those who continue this refusal they will be punished forever 

 

11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, 

because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel 

envious.  

 Paul says that Israel’s stumbling is not irreversible 

 Israel’s refusal has brought salvation to the Gentiles and envy to the Jews 

 At least three times Paul turned away from Jews and went to Gentiles 

 

Acts 13:46 – In Pisidian Antioch Paul turned away from the Jews 
46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of 

God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal 

life, we now turn to the Gentiles.  

 Strong words indeed 

 

Acts 18:6 – In Corinth Paul turned away from the Jews 
6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in 

protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my 

responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  

 

Acts 28:25–28 – In Rome Paul turned away from the Jews  
25 They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had made this 

final statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your forefathers when he said 

through Isaiah the prophet:  

26 “ ‘Go to this people and say, “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 

you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”  

27 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and 

they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their 

ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’  

28 “Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, 

and they will listen!”  

 They hardly hear and they closed their eyes 

 Notice that if they would turn then God would heal them and grant faith 
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Romans 11 
12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches 

for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!  

 Their transgression could mean their rejection of God’s Messiah 

 God used that transgression to bring spiritual riches to the world 

 Their loss of salvation due to blindness brought salvation to the Gentiles 

 So when God’s timing is completed then they will believe (their fullness) 

 When Christ returns and sets up His Millennial Kingdom the Jews will 

  See Him coming and mourn because of their hard hearts 

 But that is when their fullness will come and many Jews will be saved 

 

13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make 

much of my ministry  

14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of 

them.  

 Paul magnifies his ministry to Gentiles in order to make the Jews jealous 

 His goal is to some bring some of the Jews to Christ 

 

15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance 

be but life from the dead?  

 They reject Christ now but when they accept Him = life from the dead 

 

16 If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; 

if the root is holy, so are the branches.  

 Paul is speaking to Gentiles 

  

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, 

have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the 

olive root,  

18 do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the 

root, but the root supports you.  

 Judaism is the root of our Christianity – we are the branches 

 In fact in the early days the Christians were part of the Jewish religion 

  

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.”  

 Israel was set aside – broken off – So Gentiles could be grafted in 

 

20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do 

not be arrogant, but be afraid.  

 Remember that you are a vessel of clay and weak 

 The Jews were broken off due to unbelief then we Gentiles should 

  Be afraid of falling into unbelief and not be arrogant 

 


