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May 5,  2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

 

Romans 13 
1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 

except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God.  

2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  

3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do 

you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he 

will commend you.  

4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does 

not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring 

punishment on the wrongdoer.  

 The authority is God’s servant and he wants you to do good 

 Hard to remember when his bubble gum machine is shining in your mirror 

 If you do not submit then he bears the sword of authority 

 In that case he will be an agent of wrath bringing punishment 

 Our world is rebelling against authority these days 

 Christians should be a shining example of what to do 

 We should submit to authority 

 

5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 

punishment but also because of conscience.  

 This is not just in case you get caught 

 It is a matter of conscience 

 We live before an audience of One = and that One is God 

 And He never sleeps – He is watching both the good and the evil 

 So what about lying on our tax forms ? 

 Or what about exceeding the speed limit by 5 mph ? 

 Or what about keeping an overpaid refund ? 

 Our character is revealed by what we do when no one is watching 

 Having character and integrity is essential for Christians 

 We are to be different from the world 

 

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 

their full time to governing.  

 We pay taxes to support the authorities who work full time at this 
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 We want the authorities to do their jobs well 

 If they are underpaid then they might not concentrate on their duties 

 

7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 

revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  

 If we owe taxes = be fair and truthful and pay all that you owe 

 If we owe revenue = pay the revenue 

 If we owe respect = pay the respect 

 If we owe honor = pay the honor 

 We may not like the person in the position of authority but 

  We should respect and honor the position 

 If we believe the authorities (laws) are wrong then we should  

  work legally and within the laws to change them 

 But we do not have the right to disobey the laws – unless . . . . 

  Unless the laws order us to disobey God’s laws 

 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 

he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  

 Jesus said the law consists of two parts 

 We should love God and we should love our neighbor 

 

9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” 

“Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in 

this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  

11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake 

up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 

believed.  

 Our final redemption is closer now than it was then 

 We should wake up and stop making excuses for breaking the law 

 We are children of God and we live by a higher standard 

 We do not measure ourselves by other people but by Jesus Christ 

 

12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 

darkness and put on the armor of light.  

 The night when the world is under Satan’s power is almost over 

 We do not live in darkness any more 

 We are in a spiritual battle against the forces of darkness 

 And we should put on the armor of light = our spiritual armor 

 But there is coming a time when Christ returns 

 He will rule on earth with righteousness and justice 

 And He will rule with an iron scepter 
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Colossians 1:9–14 – God rescued us from darkness into the kingdom of light  
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 

wisdom and understanding.  

 God will fill us with the knowledge of His will through His word 

 As we seek to know His will – He will grant that filling 

 

10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 

please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge 

of God,  

 As He fills us with that knowledge – He will also empower us to 

  Live a life worthy of the Lord and to please Him 

 Christians have been called “Little Christs” 

 Since we bear His name – we should live a life worthy of that calling 

 

11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 

have great endurance and patience, and joyfully  

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of 

the saints in the kingdom of light.  

 As we live that life worthy of His name He will give us endurance and  

  Patience to live in this sin cursed world 

 We have a wonderful inheritance as children of God 

 

13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves,  

14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 Our Father has rescued us from the dominion of darkness ruled by Satan 

 And He has brought us into the kingdom of Jesus Christ 

 We can be assured that we have been redeemed and forgiven 

 We are just as if we had never sinned = Justified 

 

Romans 13 
13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 

sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  

 There is a very big difference in the behavior of children of God and 

  Children of the devil who promotes lust, drunkenness, and hate 

Romans 13 

14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how 

to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  

 We still have our sinful nature and we will till we die or the Rapture 

 We now have the Holy Spirit of God living in us empowering us to live well 

 He empowers us to be clothed with Jesus Christ and to 

  refuse to gratify our sinful nature 
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 We must strive to be holy 

 

Ephesians 1:4 – God chose us before creation to be holy  
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 

his sight. . . . .  

 God chose us to be “in Christ” before the creation of the world 

 He predestined us to be conformed to the image of Christ 

 His plan was for us to be holy and blameless 

 

Hebrews 12:14 – Without holiness no one will see the Lord  
14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no 

one will see the Lord.  

 Do you want to see the Lord = then be holy 

 Let holiness describe who you really are 

 

1 Peter 1:15–16 – God said, “Be holy, because I am holy.”  
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  

16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  

 We are children of God = adopted by Him 

 And children should resemble their father 

 God is holy and so we should also be holy in all we do 

 

Romans 14  
1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters.  

 What does weak faith mean ? 

 Paul will spend a bit of time explaining that in this chapter 

 We should accept all brothers in Christ = Those truly saved and born again 

 They may not believe like we do but they are saved and children of God 

 And so we and they are brothers and sisters in Christ 

 And what does disputable matters mean ? 

 Many things in Scripture are crystal clear for us 

 But there are some things that are disputable and open to opinion 

 We need to discern which are disputable and not try to make them doctrine 

 Paul will also spend a bit of time explaining disputable matters 

 

2 One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is 

weak, eats only vegetables.  

 One man’s faith based on what he is convinced the Scriptures say will 

  Allow him to eat everything 

 Another man’s faith based on what he is convinced the Scriptures say will not 

 We should listen to our conscience 

 One of weak faith eats only vegetables 

 Here someone believes there are limits to our behavior when 
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  A more mature believer of strong faith believes those limits don’t exist 

 Here is part of the description of weak faith 

 I think it has to do with one’s maturity in faith =  

  being able to eat the “meat of the word” and not just milk 

 Sometimes it means “young in the Lord” = few years 

 But some are “old in the Lord” who are still weak in the faith 

 They have not matured by study of the word 

 We must accept our brothers and sisters who have weak faith and 

  Don’t judge them for their weak faith 

 It is God Who is responsible for the maturing of one with weak faith – not us 

 

3 The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the 

man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has 

accepted him.  

 We must not look down on our brothers nor condemn them 

 God has accepted both of us and adopted both of us 

 And we are all at different levels of sanctification and maturity 

 

4 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. 

And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  

 We are not judges = especially not judges of God’s servants 

 He is the proper judge and He knows all our hearts 

 And He will make sure that both of us stand before Him 

 So one description of weak faith is in what we believe we can not eat 

 Another description of weak faith is in what days we believe are more sacred 

 

5 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every 

day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.  

 A weak faith believes some days are more sacred than others 

 One with strong faith believes all days are alike 

 Both of us are children of God and He has led us along in sanctification 

 But we are all at different levels of maturity 

 So all of us must live in the light that we have been given 

 We should behave according to our fully convinced conscience 

 We live before an audience of One 

 

Romans 14 

6 He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to 

the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and 

gives thanks to God.  

 We live before an audience of One 

 However we behave = we should be fully convinced before God 

 Our goal is to be fully pleasing to Him 
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7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.  

 We were not created to live alone or die alone 

 We were created to be in community = family or work or school or church 

 Our behavior affects those we are in community with 

 And so we are responsible to each other 

 But all Christians are servants of the Lord 

 

8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we 

live or die, we belong to the Lord.  

 God created us and so we belong to the Lord 

 God redeemed us from slavery to Satan and so we belong to the Lord 

 God predestined us to become children of God and so we belong to Him 

 God adopted us as His children to live with Him for  

  eternity and so we belong to Him 

 

9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of 

both the dead and the living.  

 He is Lord of the physically dead = those whose spirits are with Jesus now 

 He is Lord of the spiritually dead = who will go to hell 

 He is their Lord and He will judge them by their works 

 And they will all bow before Him as their Lord 

 

Philippians 2:9–11 – Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name,  

 Jesus is at the right hand of God right now 

 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth,  

 When Jesus’ name is mentioned EVERY person will pay homage to Him 

  

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 And EVERY person will call Jesus their Lord and glorify the Father 

 


