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May 12, 2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 14 

10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your 

brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.  

 The ground is level at the foot of the cross 

 The ground is level at God’s judgment seat 

 This judgment seat is sometimes called the “bema seat” 

 This judgment will not be for deciding who goes to hell and who to heaven 

 Only Christians will appear at this judgment and all will go to heaven 

 That was already decided by their decision to accept Christ as Savior or not 

 This judgment will be for receiving rewards or losses 

 Paul describes this judgment to the Corinthians 

 

 

1 Corinthians 3:10–15 – Christians before the judgment seat of Christ  

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and 

someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.  

 Paul led the readers to Christ – Jesus Christ became their foundation 

 The “someone else” here could be a pastor or teacher or it could be 

  The individual Christian himself 

 

11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 

Christ.  

12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 

straw,  

13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will 

be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.  

 Each man’s work will be tested by fire 

 

14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  

 I believe that reward will be to hear,  

“Well done, good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your Master.” 

 

15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one 

escaping through the flames.  

 I believe that loss will be to see his work burned up 

  And also to not hear “Well done.” 

 But he will be saved – but only with the smell of smoke 



2 

 

 

Romans 14 

11 It is written: “ ‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; 

every tongue will confess to God.’ ”  

 Every person will face judgment either at the bema seat or  

  At the Great White Throne Judgment 

 

Philippians 2:5–11 – Paul wrote about the same to the Philippians  

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped,  

 The Second Person of the Trinity was the same nature as God the Father 

 But He did not try to hold onto all that equality with the Father entitled Him to 

  

7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness.  

 He made Himself nothing = emptied Himself = the kenosis theory 

 Emptied Himself of what ? 

 But He fully retained His deity = Fully God 

 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient 

to death— even death on a cross!  

 Likeness / Appearance as a man = the Greek is specific on this 

 He did not just look like a man but He actually became a man in all respects 

 He became Fully Man 

 He humbled Himself to fully obey God the Father 

 Even obedience to His death on a Roman cross 

 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name,  

 Now Jesus the Christ has been exalted to the right hand of God 

  And His name is above every name 

 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth,  

 In heaven where all the spirits of the saved have gone 

 On earth where every living person currently exists 

 Under the earth where the spirits of the unsaved dead exist in Hades 

 

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord 

 That will happen in the Millennium – Not happening now 
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Isaiah 45:23–24 –Paul quoted Isaiah in Philippians 2:10-11   

23 By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not 

be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.  

 Almighty God cannot appeal to any higher authority by which to swear 

 So He swore by Himself  

 And what did He swear ? 

 Every knee and every tongue = both of the saved and the unsaved = all men 

 

24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone are righteousness and strength.’ ” All 

who have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame.  

 Every man who ever existed will be judged by God 

 Jesus will win 

 

Romans 14 

12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  

 We must behave in such a way that we will be able to  

  stand before God and give account 

 This is true of both the saved and of the unsaved 

 And woe to those who have to give a bad account 

 

Matthew 12:36–37 – Jesus said we will give account for every careless word  

36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every 

careless word they have spoken.  

37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 

condemned.”  

 This is a scary teaching 

 I have spoken many careless words 

 My only hope is that Jesus blood was shed to cover those words and  

  All my other sins as well 

 I will have to give account to the One who loves me enough to 

Die for me so I could go to heaven 

 

Hebrews 4:13 – Everything is laid bare before the eyes of God  

13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and 

laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  

 This would be a scary revelation except for one thing 

 God sees everything I do and say and think and He saved me anyway 

 So we need assurance of salvation – 1 John 5:13 

 

1 Peter 4:5 – The living and the dead will have to give account to God   

5 But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the 

dead.  

 All the spiritually alive people will appear before the bema seat 



4 

 

 All the spiritually dead people will appear before the Great White Throne 

 God is ready and able to judge both types and 

  He judges righteously and justly and never makes a mistake 

  

  


