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April  7,  2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Romans 11 

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, 

have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the 

olive root,  

 “Grafted in among the others” . . . . 

 The Christians originally met with the Jews and were part of Judaism 

 Some branches – those Jews without faith – were broken off 

 God had set aside – as a whole the Jewish nation – due to unbelief 

 You Gentiles have been grafted into Judaism – those with faith 

 And all are being nourished by the olive root = Judaism 

 

18 do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the 

root, but the root supports you.  

 Don’t be conceited about your position 

 Remember that the historic Judaism beliefs and Scriptures support you 

 

John 4:22 – Jesus said that salvation is from the Jews  
22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 

for salvation is from the Jews.  

 We Gentiles are indebted to the Jews and not them to us 

 

Romans 11 

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.”  

 This was not true – they were broken of due to unbelief 

 For the sake of argument Paul did not take issue with this statement 

 

20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do 

not be arrogant, but be afraid.  

 You were grafted in not because you deserved it – but because of faith 

 And they were broken off due to unbelief – you stand by faith 

 Be afraid because most of us are fickle and we could stop believing 

 And then we would be broken off too 

 Have a healthy fear of God 
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21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.  

 Who are these natural branches ?   The Jews 

 God did not spare them from His judgment 

 Because they would not believe the gospel – the power of God for salvation –  

  God has let them experience a hardening of heart 

 But if He did not spare His own chosen people from being set aside for a time  

  Then we Gentiles must be careful to not cause Him to set us aside also 

 

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, 

but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also 

will be cut off.  

 God was stern with the Jews and “cut them off for a time” 

 God had chosen them as His nation on earth for a testimony to Himself 

 They fell because they would not believe in Jesus – God’s Messiah 

 God was kind to us Gentiles in response to our faith in Jesus and in Him 

 “Provided that you continue” does not mean that we could lose our salvation 

 It means the same that Jesus taught in 

 

John 15:1–6 – Christians must remain (abide) in Christ to be fruitful  
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  

2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 

bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  

 God cuts off from Jesus all Christians who bear no fruit 

 They are separated from the life giving Vine 

 He prunes the rest of us so that we will bear even more fruit 

 

3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  

4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

 Remaining in the Vine provides all we need to be fruitful 

 The promise is that if we remain in Jesus then He will remain in us 

 Bearing fruit is the sign that we are remaining in Him 

 How do we remain in Him ? 

 We strive to keep a vital relationship with Jesus 

 This does not happen without working at it 

 Do we spend time praying to Him and do we read and study His word 

 We show that we truly love God by our activities in seeking Him 

  

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  
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6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and 

withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  

 Those Christians who are cut off from the Vine are “LIKE” those  

  branches in a vineyard that are cut off from the vine 

 They wither and have no life in them – they have no source of life 

 In the vineyard those branches are destroyed 

 In God’s vineyard the cut off Christians seem to have been destroyed 

 They are LIKE the cut off branches in the vineyard 

 But if they have truly been “born again” and are “in Christ” then 

  They belong to God and they will never perish 

 

John 10:27–29 – Born again Christians are safe in Christ’s hands  
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  

 A truly born again Christian listens to Jesus’ voice 

 But sometimes we decide to go our own way – like the Prodigal Son 

 And God will discipline and call back every adopted child of His 

 He knows each one of them and they follow Him (eventually) 

 

28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of 

my hand.  

 They begin their eternal life at their conversion 

 They are “in Christ” at that point and they will never perish 

 Not Satan, not even themselves, can snatch them away from that safety 

 

29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them 

out of my Father’s hand.  

 Not only are we safe in Jesus’ hand but in the Father’s hand as well 

 We are absolutely safe 

 Back to Romans and the Jews 

 

Romans 11 

23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to 

graft them in again.  

 If the Jews do not hold fast to their unbelief then they will believe in Jesus 

 In God’s economy everyone who believes in Jesus will be saved 

  Whether Jew or Gentile 

 Again like the Prodigal Son – when he came to his senses he went back home  

  He was still part of the family 

 The Jews – when they come to their senses – will go back home 

  They are still part of the family of God 

 And God will graft them back into the Vine 

 And they will partake of the life giving connection to Jesus 

 Do you think that God knows which Christians are really born again ? 
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 And do you think that He knows who will stray and will need discipline ? 

 And do you think that God is able to graft them back into the Vine ? 

 So if we have been truly born again then we need not worry 

 If we are not sure that we have been truly born again we need to run to Jesus 

 

24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to 

nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the 

natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!  

 Paul is reminding those Gentiles – they were like branches on a wild olive tree 

 And God chose them – enemies of God – and grafted them 

   into His chosen people 

 God can easily graft Jews who fell in unbelief back into His chosen people 

 The olive tree is not the church – it is the faith and foundation of the patriarchs 

 

25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be 

conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the 

Gentiles has come in.  

 The Bible tells us continually to not presume upon God 

 Here Paul says to not be conceited = same thing 

 This is a mystery = something previously hidden by God and now revealed 

 Paul makes two points here  

  Israel is hardened in part = there is still a remnant 

  Israel’s hardening is temporary = till the full number of Gentiles 

 That is – God will set aside the corporate Jewish nation for a time 

 The time of the Gentiles = until the full number of the Gentiles has come in 

 Because of the Jews’ unbelief – God has hardened their heart  

 He has put a veil over their eyes 

 They will not believe and so they cannot believe 

 God has withdrawn His influence over their hearts due to unbelief 

 

26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from 

Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.  

 All Israel will be saved ?  All ?  Every son of Abraham ? 

 But we need to remember how Paul and God defined “Israel” 

 All Israel is really not the natural descendants of Abraham but 

  All Israel includes only those who have the faith of Abraham 

 God promised Abraham and Sarah that they would have a son of promise 

 Both of them were old and Sarah was well past child bearing age 

 And what does the Scripture say ? 

 

Genesis 15:4–6 – Abraham believed God  
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him (Abraham) : “This man (Eliezer) will not 

be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.”  
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5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if 

indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

 

Romans 11 

26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from 

Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.  

 The deliverer is Jesus God’s Messiah – Israel’s Savior 

 He will come from Zion – Jerusalem – in the Millennium 

  

Revelation 1:7 – Every eye will see Him coming on the clouds 

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it 

be! Amen.  

 And they will mourn because they did not believe in Him 

 Jesus’ Second Coming will prove to every person that He is God’s Messiah  

 And the unbelief of many will be eliminated  

 And for those who believe in Him – they will be saved 

 And for those – He will turn godlessness away from Jacob (Israel) 

 

Romans 11 

27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”  

 This is spelled out in the New Covenant 

 

Luke 22:20 – At the Last Supper Jesus instituted the new covenant  
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.  

 

Jeremiah 31:33–34 – God spoke through Jeremiah of a New Covenant  
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares 

the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their 

God, and they will be my people.  

34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins 

no more.”  

 The Old Covenant was a law of judgment and condemnation 

 The New Covenant is the promise of forgiveness of sins 

 

Romans 11 

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as  

election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs,  

 So the Jews are enemies of the gospel and they are jealous of the Gentiles 
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 But Israel is the chosen nation of God – elect and loved  

 Christians are not enemies of the gospel 

 

29 for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.  

 For anyone called of God – that call is irrevocable 

 We do not retire from being called by God 

 But our calling may change as we age and mature 

 Over my life I was called to be an adult Sunday School teacher 

 Then I was called to be a pastor and now I am called to be a teacher 

 

30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as 

a result of their disobedience,  

 We were all disobedient to God – even enemies of God 

 But now we Christians have received the mercy of God 

 Perhaps not that their disobedience caused God’s mercy to us but 

  That their disobedience put Jesus on the cross and the result is 

  That His blood was applied to our sins and we are forgiven 

 

Romans 5:10 – We were God’s enemies before being born again  
10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 

of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 

life!  

 

Romans 11 

31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive 

mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you.  

 Actually it seems that the Jews have always been disobedient 

 God often referred to them as a stubborn and stiff necked people 

 But now their disobedience has reached new heights 

 They have refused to believe in God’s Messiah and refused the gospel 

 Their only hope is for God to have mercy on them 

 Just like God had mercy on us 

 

32 For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on 

them all.  

 All of us have a sin nature inherited from our father Adam 

 And God – because of that – has bound all men over to disobedience 

  

Romans 3:23 – Because of our sin nature we have all sinned  

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

 We have fallen short of God’s standard for living 

 And we all are due to receive payment for those sins 
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Romans 6:23  
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  

 The Payment we are due is death 

 In the Old Testament they were forgiven by shedding the  

  blood of an innocent sacrificial animal 

 In the New Testament we are forgiven by the shedding of the 

  Blood of the innocent sacrificial Jesus Christ 

 And then we receive the gift of God = eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 

 

Hebrews 9:22 – Sacrificial shedding of blood is required for forgiveness  
22  . . . .  and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  

 Paul then breaks out in praise to God 

 

Romans 11 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  

 God is so much above us that this verse is exceedingly true 

 

Isaiah 55:8–9 – God is not like a man – He is higher than any of us  

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares 

the LORD.  

9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

 

Romans 11 

34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”  

35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?”  

 Job complained to God that he was righteous and  

  did not deserve his treatment 

 

Job 38:3–13 – Job challenged God with this result  
3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.  

4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand.  

5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line 

across it?  

6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—  

7 while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?  

8 “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb,  

9 when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness,  

10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place,  

11 when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud 

waves halt’?  
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Isaiah 55:10-11 – God’s word will accomplish His will 
10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 

watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 

and bread for the eater,  

11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but 

will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  

 

Romans 11 

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory 

forever! Amen.  

 

Acts 17:24–25 – Paul told the Athenians about the real God  

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 

earth and does not live in temples built by hands.  

25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he 

himself gives all men life and breath and everything else.  

 Not only did God create everything 

 But He created them “to Himself” and “for Himself” 

 He is the self existent eternal Sovereign of Everything 

 

 


