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April 19, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

New People Tuned In Today 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Please mute your microphone until you would like to speak 

That will minimize distracting noise during the session 

But please don’t hesitate to offer a comment or ask a question 

Just un-mute your microphone and get my attention 

 

Daniel 3:13–18  
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,  

14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have 

set up?  

15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and 

all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, 

very good.  . . . .  

 He was willing to forgive their past transgressions if they obeyed now 

 This was surely preferential treatment for them 

 Previously he would have killed all his wise men for disobedience 

 

15  . . . . But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a 

blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”  

 Nebuchadnezzar was claiming to be more powerful than any god 

 Had he forgotten Daniel’s God Who saved all the wise men of 

  Babylon from death ? 

 Or was he challenging God along with all the gods ? 

 

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  

17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 

from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  

 They claimed that their God would rescue them from the king’s hand 

 They were saying that God was more powerful than the king 

 That was a direct challenge to the king 
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18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve 

your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  

 But the three admitted that they did not know God’s will in this 

 “But even if He does not” save us we will worship NONE but Him 

 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

and his attitude toward them changed.  . . . . 

 Where the king had previously been willing to forgive past  

  transgressions – now his attitude toward them changed 

 No more Mr. Nice Guy – He became furious 

 

19  . . . .  He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual  

20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.  

 He ordered the furnace temperature to be raised – seven times hotter 

 He ordered his strongest soldiers to take charge 

 He ordered the three to be thrown into the furnace 

 

21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were 

bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.  

 Why do you think the Scriptures detailed their clothing ? 

 

22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of 

the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,  

 The heat from the furnace overwhelmed the soldiers – they died 

 

23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.  

 Notice that they were firmly tied by “the strongest soldiers in his army” 

 And they did go into the blazing furnace 

 And all three died in the fire – right ? 

 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They 

replied, “Certainly, O king.”  

 Apparently the king had a good view of what was going on in the fire 

 He was amazed at what he saw 

 He leaped up and asked a leading question 

 “Weren’t there three ?” 

 And they answered Yes 

 

25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 

unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”  
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 The king saw four men – One extra man 

 Walking around in the fire – truly amazing 

 And the ropes had burned away = unbound 

 And the men were unharmed by the fire or the fall 

 And the fourth man was special = a son of the gods 

 The king might not have known Who this was but 

  He recognized that He was supernatural 

 Perhaps the Angel of the Lord Who is identified as  

  God in at least 10 Scriptures 

 Also Who is identified as separate from God in at least 3 Scriptures 

 Perhaps this One is the pre-incarnate Son of God 

 

John 1:1 – The Word was with God and the Word was God  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  

 

Daniel 3 

26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and 

shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, 

come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the 

fire,  

 Notice what the king called the men = servants of the Most High God 

 He recognized that God was the highest of all gods 

 Notice that he did not claim God as his own God 

 Obviously the king remembered his dreams and Daniel’s interpretation 

 And the three men walked out as if on a stroll in the park 

 

Isaiah 43:1–3 – God made a promise to Israel through Isaiah  
1 But now, this is what the LORD says— he who created you, O Jacob, he who 

formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you 

by name; you are mine.  

2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 

through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the 

fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.  

3 For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior  . . . . 

 When did they pass through the waters ? = The Red Sea 

 When did they pass through the rivers ? = The Jordan 

 When did they walk through the fire = ? In Babylon 

 

Daniel 3 

27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. 

They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads 

singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.  
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 No burns 

 No singed hair 

 No scorched clothes 

 No smell of smoke 

 God was truly glorified in all this 

 And Nebuchadnezzar praised God 

 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him 

and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather 

than serve or worship any god except their own God.  

 Is this a good summary of all this ? 

 One more time the king praised God 

 He said God had sent his angel to rescue them 

 He said they had trusted God and did not fear the king even to death 

 He realized that they worshipped the Almighty God and Him alone 

 

29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say 

anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces 

and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this 

way.”  

 The king ordered that anyone who said anything against  

  God would be severely punished 

 He further said that no god could save like God can save 

 Do you remember what the king had said before 

 

Daniel 3:13–15 – “What god will be able to rescue you from my hand ?”  
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,  

14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have 

set up?  

15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and 

all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, 

very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a 

blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”  

 God answered Nebuchadnezzar’s question for him 

 The answer is the One Almighty God – the Sovereign of the universe 

  


