
1 

 

April  21,  2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 12 

9 Love must be sincere.  . . . .  

 Paul wrote that love is at the top of the obedience list 

 Jesus said the same thing and put love for God at the pinacle 

  Jesus told the Pharisees what is the greatest commandment of all 

 But Jesus knew their hard hearts and bluntly criticized them 

 

Matthew 22 – Jesus was often quite blunt and not politically correct 

29 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 

power of God.  

 This Carpenter from Nazareth dared to say the Sadducees were in error and  

  did not know the Scriptures 

 Wow – Jesus took on one sect of Judaism 

 Is there any wonder they wanted to kill Him 

 But then He made it even worse 

 He accused them of not knowing the power of God 

 These leaders of Judaism were supposed to be the closest to God 

 In essence Jesus said they knew the letter of the law but not the spirit 

 And the very Scriptures which were given to draw mankind to God had 

  Not had effect in them because of hardness of heart 

 They did not know the power of God 

 He had embarrassed the Sadducees and so the Pharisees stepped up 

 

Matthew 22:34–40 – Jesus told the Pharisees which commandment was greatest 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  

 Jesus had just silenced the Sadducees 

 They had tried to trap Him with a question about the resurrection 

 The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection –  

  That’s why they were sad you see 

 But as often happened – Jesus embarrassed them 

 

35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  

 Since the Sadducees did not know the Scriptures it was the Pharisees turn 

 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  

 This type of question was argued among themselves all the time 

 And they loved debating about such questions and so  
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  They challenged Jesus with this very important question 

 

37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.’  

 Jesus was quoting from Deuteronomy 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4 – Jesus quoted Deuteronomy for the greatest commandment  

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  

 This verse is called the Shema which means “to hear” 

 This is the basic confession of faith of Judaism 

 As is often the case in translations, this verse carries several possible meanings 

  The Lord our God, the Lord is one – or 

  The LORD our God is one LORD; or  

  The LORD is our God, the LORD is one; or  

  The LORD is our God, the LORD alone 

 We are familiar with the verse following the Shema which Jesus quoted 

 

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength.  

 They were to choose God for an intimate relationship 

 And this love was to pervade every part of their lives 

 Then Jesus continued His commentary 

 

Matthew 22:34–40 – Jesus told the Pharisees which commandment was greatest 

38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  

 Loving God Whom they had not seen  

 Also loving their neighbor whom they have seen 

 

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

 Everything in God’s law hangs on these two commandments 

 

Romans 12 

9 Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  

 Love is a choice and not so much an emotion 

 And because it is a choice – it must be sincere 

 And we certainly should never love evil 

 We must be discerning – knowing good from evil 

 And then we must take action – hating evil but clinging to good 

 Today  “Everything is relative” – We lean toward “situational ethics” 

 Ever since mankind fell in the garden we have wanted to decide  

  for ourselves what is good and what is evil 

 And today we seem to be deciding wrongly 
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 And the farther away we get from God’s law the more wrong we are 

 And we are paying the price for those wrong decisions with murdered  

  babies and sexual diseases and serious crimes going unpunished, etc 

  

10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  

 Jesus created His church and He is the Head 

 That Head of the church commands us to love one another 

 

John 13:34–35 – Jesus said this is the sign that you are My disciples  
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another.  

35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

 Our love for our brothers and sisters must show 

 Even the unbelievers should see how much we love other Christians 

 How much did Jesus love his 12 apostles ?  How die He show that love ? 

 We are to love one another that much – to die for them 

 

Romans 12 

11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  

 How would you describe zeal 

 What is Paul talking about ?  Zeal for what ? 

 My Dad used to tell me that religion was Ok just don’t be a fanatic 

 My Dad was not a believer at that time 

 What do you think Jesus would say about that statement ? 

 I never hear Jesus say, “Don’t go overboard.” 

 In fact I hear Him say just the opposite 

 

Luke 14:26–27 – Jesus said there should be no limit to our love for Him  
26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and 

children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.  

27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  

 

John 12:25–26 – Jesus said there should be no limit to our love for Him   

25 The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life.  

26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My 

Father will honor the one who serves me.  

 

Romans 12 

12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  

 This hope is not an emotional wish – it a promise from God 

 We have the hope of the resurrection and eternity with Jesus 
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Hebrews 6:13–17 – God swore with an oath to Abraham  
13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him 

to swear by, he swore by himself,  

14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.”  

 God made this promise to Abraham and swore to it by Himself 

 

15 And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.  

 Abraham was patient and even though he is not on earth but is in heaven –  

  he received what was promised 

 

 16 Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is 

said and puts an end to all argument.  

 Normally when someone swears with an oath by God it ends all argument 

 

17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to 

the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.  

 God swore with an oath by Himself that what He had promised would 

  Certainly come to pass 

 We are the heirs of God’s promises 

 

 18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly 

encouraged.  

 Two unchangeable things = 

  God swore by an oath by Himself 

  It is not in God’s nature to lie 

 We have fled from the world, the flesh, and the devil to take hold  

  of the hope offered to us = resurrection and eternal life 

 God promised certain things to Abraham and we are his “offspring” 

 We have the faith of Abraham 

 And we take hold of the hope of the Christian = resurrection and eternal life 

 

19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 

sanctuary behind the curtain,  

 Our hope is as secure as an anchor which is in the Holy of Holies 

 And not the Holy of Holies on earth but the one in heaven 

 Our hope is absolutely safe and secure = the promise of God 

 

Hebrews 10:23 – Our God is absolutely faithful to His promises  

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  

 We can hold to our hope because God is faithful and He has promised 
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Romans 12 

12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  

 We can be joyful in our hope 

 How can we be patient in affliction ? 

 It is because our God is All Powerful 

 And He made a promise to us in writing 

 

Romans 8:28  

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.  

 So we can be patient because we know that He is working for our good 

 And if He did not want the affliction then He would end it 

 But if it does not end then He has allowed it to be there 

 And so we can be patient waiting for His will to be accomplished 

 But what do we often do ?   We grumble and fuss about things 

 What do you think that God thinks when we grumble and fuss about things ? 

 Is that lack of faith in Him ? 

 

Hebrews 11:6 – If we want to please God – we must have faith in Him  
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God,  . . . .  

 

Romans 12 

12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  

 And of course we must be faithful in prayer 

 As we spend much time in prayer we begin to think like God does 

 And the result is that we begin to pray according to His will 

 And then our prayers will be answered affirmatively 

 

1 John 5:14–15 – When we pray according to God’s will – we have what we ask  
14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us.  

15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what 

we asked of him.  

 And so we must be faithful in prayer 

 

Romans 12 

13 Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  

16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 

with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everybody.  
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18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  

 

Matthew 5:43–48 – Jesus taught the same things in the Sermon on the Mount  
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the 

evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that?  

47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not 

even pagans do that?  

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

 


