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April  28,  2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 12 

19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: 

“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  

 

Hebrews 10:30–31 – Let God repay – You act like a child of God  
30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The 

Lord will judge his people.”  

31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

 

Romans 12 
20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  

 Your behavior will shame your enemy into repentance 

 He will see the difference between godly behavior and his own 

 We have a good example of this in the way David treated king Saul 

 

1 Samuel 24 – Saul chased David a long time trying to kill him  
1 After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the 

Desert of En Gedi.”  

2 So Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and set out to look for 

David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.  

 David had been anointed by Samuel to be king of Israel after Saul  

 But Saul was the current king and he wanted to kill David so that  

  Saul’s son Jonathan would be king instead of David 

 

3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to 

relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave.  

4 The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give 

your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” Then David crept up 

unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.  

 David could have killed Saul but did not 

 

5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe.  

6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, 

the LORD’s anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.”  

 David called Saul the Lord’s anointed – God chose him to be king and 

  Samuel had anointed Saul to be king 
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7 With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. 

And Saul left the cave and went his way.  

 David did not return evil for evil 

 Instead he showed kindness to Saul his enemy 

 

8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When 

Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to 

the ground.  

 David humbled himself before his king 

 

9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming 

you’?  

10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my 

hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lift 

my hand against my master, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’  

 David knew that God was in control of all this 

 He claimed that God delivered Saul into David’s hands in the cave 

 I could have killed you but I spared you 

 

11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of 

your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and recognize that I am not guilty of 

wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to 

take my life.  

 Saul was persecuting David unjustly 

 David had done only good to Saul but he was trying to kill David 

 

12 May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs 

you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you.  

 God had said to allow Himself to avenge wrongs done against his people 

 And so David did not need to avenge himself against Saul 

 

 

Deuteronomy 32:35 – God said that He is the One to avenge wrongs  
35 It is mine to avenge; I will repay. In due time their foot will slip; their day of 

disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them.”  

 Even in the Old Testament with all its violence – God would repay 

 

1 Samuel 24  
13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not 

touch you.  

14 “Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom are you pursuing? A dead 

dog? A flea?  
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 Saul had 3000 men of Israel with him after David 

 David had only about 600 men = a flea or a dead dog 

 Saul chased David for a long time 

 

 
 

15 May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause 

and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”  

 David said for Saul to let God judge between them 

 He said he would let God vindicate him in this conflict 

 

16 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” 

And he wept aloud.  

17 “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have 

treated you badly.  

 Here we see that David treated Saul well 

 He “heaped burning upon his head” 

 And Saul confessed and repented of his evil ways 

 

18 You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the LORD delivered me into 

your hands, but you did not kill me.  

19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD 

reward you well for the way you treated me today.  
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 When a man finds his enemy just like David found Saul in the cave 

 A man of this world would not resist harming his enemy 

 Saul saw that David was not behaving like men of this world 

 It was testimony to Saul that David was a righteous man of God 

 

20 I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be 

established in your hands.  

 Saul openly confessed that David would become king of Israel 

 

21 Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe 

out my name from my father’s family.”  

 This was normally done when a new king entered the scene 

 The previous king’s family would be a threat to the new king 

 And so the new king would destroy all the family of the old king 

 Saul asked David to swear that he would not do that to Saul’s family 

  

22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men 

went up to the stronghold.  

 David gave his oath to Saul 

 He had previously given an oath to Jonathan for the same thing 

 Saul went home 

 But David knew Saul well enough to not trust that all this was over 

 So David went to the safety of the stronghold 

 But David let God avenge him and did not take vengeance himself 

 So Paul writes to the Romans 

 

Romans 12 

20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   

 Don’t follow the ways of this world but behave as children of God 

 

1 Peter 4:16–18 – Peter wrote about suffering as a Christian  
16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you 

bear that name.  

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with 

us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

 We are the body of Christ and should strive to live holy lives 

 God will judge His church with rewards for living well and 

  Discipline for living poorly 

 He will not judge us for our sins that should send us to hell 

 He has already judged Jesus in our place for that 

 So God’s church will not be judged so as to send some to hell 
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 But He will discipline us to teach us how to live 

 Peter says that God always judges rightly and justly 

 He will begin with His church and then judge those outside His church 

 And what will be the outcome for those outside – eternity in hell 

 

18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly 

and the sinner?”  

 In fact it is impossible for someone to be saved on their own 

 

Matthew 19:23–26 – Jesus said it is impossible for a man to  

    enter heaven on his own 

23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of heaven.  

 It is hard for a rich man 

 

24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a 

rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

 Here it is harder for a rich man 

 

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then 

can be saved?”  

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible.”  

 Here it is impossible for a rich man 

  

1 Peter 4:19 – Peter wrote about suffering as a Christian  
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to 

their faithful Creator and continue to do good.  

 Could God stop the suffering ? 

 If He does not stop it then we can conclude that it is His will 

 One of the lessons we should learn at those times is that we  

  Should commit ourselves to God and continue to do good 

 

Romans 13 
1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 

except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God.  

 We must submit to governing authorities 

 Now Paul has ended preaching and has started meddling 

 This also means the laws that the authorities enforce 

 God has established authorities for the good of society 
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2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  

 Judgment from the authorities who are enforcing the laws 

 But also judgment from God who instituted the authorities 

 If we rebel against authorities then we rebel against God 

 

3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do 

you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he 

will commend you.  

 Here Paul says that submitting to authorities is doing right 

 Not submitting he calls doing wrong 

 


