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May 10, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

 

Daniel 4:19 

 King Nebuchadnezzar had just told his dream to Daniel 

 

19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and 

his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream 

or its meaning alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream 

applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!  

20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky, 

visible to the whole earth,  

21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter 

to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its branches for the birds 

of the air—  

22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your greatness 

has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to distant parts of 

the earth.  

 So much for the good news 

 

23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven and 

saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron 

and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let 

him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the wild animals, until 

seven times pass by for him.’  

24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has 

issued against my lord the king:  

 

 

25 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you 

will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times 

will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over 

the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.  

26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your 

kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules.  

27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by 

doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may 

be that then your prosperity will continue.”  

 God gave the dream as a warning to Nebuchadnezzar  
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 But a year later nothing had changed 

 

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.  

29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace 

of Babylon,  

30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by 

my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  

31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is 

what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been 

taken from you.  

32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you 

will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge 

that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 

anyone he wishes.”  

 The voice from heaven explained again why all this was to happen 

 We all know that when we disciplined our children – we needed to 

  Explain the reason for the pain so it would have good effect 

 God did this for the king since he must have forgotten the dream 

 

33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was 

driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with 

the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails 

like the claws of a bird.  

 The dream was fulfilled in every detail 

 

34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, 

and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and 

glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his 

kingdom endures from generation to generation.  

 Raised his eyes does not mean he just looked up 

 It means that he recognized the sovereignty of God 

 And then his sanity was restored 

 He praised God and honored and glorified Him 

 He acknowledged that God is eternal and his dominion is eternal 

 He understood that the kingdom of God endures forever 

 The book of the Revelation speaks of God’s eternal existence 

 

Revelation 1:7–8 – The Alpha and Omega – the Almighty  

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 

who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So 

shall it be! Amen.  

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, 

and who is to come, the Almighty.”  
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 Alpha = first letter of the Greek alphabet 

 Omega = last letter 

 He is the beginning and the end of all eternity 

 

Revelation 22:12–13 – Alpha & Omega – First &  Last – Beginning & End  

12 “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to 

everyone according to what he has done.  

13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End.  

 Jesus is coming again 

  

John 14:1–3 – He told us that He is coming again  

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  

2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. 

I am going there to prepare a place for you.  

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I am.  

 Either in death or in the Rapture – He will take us to be with Himself 

 

Daniel 4 

35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases 

with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his 

hand or say to him: “What have you done?”  

 The king concluded that our God is absolutely sovereign 

 He does as He pleases and no one can hold Him to account 

 King Nebuchadnezzar said that the nations of earth are as nothing to Him 

 We should not take that as God speaking but as the king speaking 

 After what he had gone through this was the king’s conclusion 

 But we know that the peoples of the earth are loved by God 

 

John 3:16 – God loves all people  

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

  

 

Daniel 4 

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were 

returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me 

out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before.  

 What God had planned for king Nebuchadnezzar was better than before 

 Did God know what Nebuchadnezzar was going to do ?   YES 

 So why is all this in Scripture ? 

 I think it is so that we can see how God treats powerful people 
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Daniel 4:17 – This is why God put Nebuchadnezzar through all this  

17  . . . .  that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the 

kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the 

lowliest of men.’  

 

Daniel 4 

37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 

because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who 

walk in pride he is able to humble.  

 The verbs praise, exalt, and glorify are in a tense of continued action 

 This suggests that this became a habitual life style for him 

 Some have concluded that Nebuchadnezzar was converted here and 

  That he became a child of God 

 He claimed that all that God does is right and just indicating a new 

  Understanding and belief in God 

 And he claims that he was humbled from a life of pride  

 

Daniel 5  

1 King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank 

wine with them.  

 So who is king Belshazzar ? 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s reign ended in 562 BC after 43 years 

 There were 4 kings over the next 9 years 

 And then Belshazzar reigned from 553 to 539 BC = 14 years 

 The name Belshazzar means “Bel (Marduk) has protected the king” 

 A banquet for a thousand = Impressive 

 But while this was going on, the Persians were besieging Babylon 

 Perhaps the banquet was to show contempt for the Persian siege 

 The king felt safe because of the massive city walls 

 And they had supplies to last 20 years stored up 

 So surely the siege would not last that long and they were safe 

 This huge banquet showed his contempt for men (Persians) 

 But now he wanted to show his contempt for Almighty God 

  

Daniel 5 

2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold 

and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in 

Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might 

drink from them.  

 Nebuchadnezzar was not his immediate father 

 This means that he was his ancestor  

 Like the Jews called Abraham their father 
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 Perhaps his showing contempt for God was to try to undo  

the honoring of God that Nebuchadnezzar had done 

 Notice that the king’s wives and concubines were at the banquet 

  

Daniel 5 – The queen was not at the banquet 

10 The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the 

banquet hall. “O king, live forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so 

pale!  

 

Daniel 1:1–2 – Nebuchadnezzar brought goblets from Temple to Babylon  

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king 

of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  

2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with 

some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple 

of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  

 This was to show that Bel was mightier than God 

 

Daniel 5 

3 So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of 

God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines 

drank from them.  

4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, 

iron, wood and stone.  

 These pagans praised their gods 

 

5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 

wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it 

wrote.  

 First fingers appeared and wrote 

 Apparently the hand appeared later 

 

 

6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together 

and his legs gave way.  

 A pale face and knocking knees are from the Bible 

 He almost fell 

 

7 The king called out for the enchanters, astrologers and diviners to be brought 

and said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and tells me 

what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around his 

neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”  

 Who was the second highest ruler ? 

 Nabonidus and Belshazzar (father and son) were co-regents at this time 
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 They still listened to their “wise men” 

 

8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or 

tell the king what it meant.  

 Apparently the writing was in an unknown language 

 

9 So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face grew more pale. 

His nobles were baffled.  

 More terrified and more pale 

 No one could help him 

 

10 The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the 

banquet hall. “O king, live forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so 

pale!  

 The queen was not in the banquet hall 

 It is believed that the queen was the king’s grandmother 

 

11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In 

the time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom 

like that of the gods. King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king, I 

say—appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners.  

 She knew her history 

 

12 This man Daniel, whom the king called Belteshazzar, was found to have a 

keen mind and knowledge and understanding, and also the ability to interpret 

dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he will 

tell you what the writing means.”  

 Based on Daniel’s history she trusted him 

 Based on the “history” of the “wise men” they trusted them 

 

 

 


