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May 17, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 5 

13 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, “Are you 

Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah?  

 Belshazzar belittled Daniel by calling him one of the exiles from Judah 

 Nebuchadnezzar’s reign ended after 43 years 

 There were 4 kings over the next 9 years 

 And then Belshazzar reigned for 14 years 

 We see here that Belshazzar’s reign would end that night 

 So Daniel was about 83 years old = (17+43+9+14) 

 Apparently Belshazzar did not know or remember Daniel 

 How could that be since Daniel was in an exalted position in government? 

 Perhaps as time passed Daniel was demoted 

 

14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, 

intelligence and outstanding wisdom.  

15 The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read this writing and 

tell me what it means, but they could not explain it.  

16 Now I have heard that you are able to give interpretations and to solve 

difficult problems. If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you 

will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck, and 

you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”  

 Here was this exiled Jew who was promised to become third highest ruler 

  

17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for yourself and 

give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the 

king and tell him what it means.  

 Daniel was not interested in rewards 

 He had extreme confidence in His God 

 

18 “O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty 

and greatness and glory and splendor.  

 Notice that Daniel explained that his God was the Most High God 

 It was not the “holy gods” that helped Daniel 

 God had provided sovereignty and more to Nebuchadnezzar 

 

19 Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and nations and 

men of every language dreaded and feared him. Those the king wanted to put to 
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death, he put to death; those he wanted to spare, he spared; those he wanted to 

promote, he promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he humbled.  

 Nebuchadnezzar was sovereign over the lives and fortunes of men 

 But God humbled Nebuchadnezzar 

 Daniel repeated the events of Chapter 4 

 

20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was deposed 

from his royal throne and stripped of his glory.  

21 He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he lived 

with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body was drenched with 

the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign 

over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes.  

Nebuchadnezzar’s seven year discipline may have been hidden  

from the public but was surely remembered by the royalty 

 Then Daniel turns from the history lesson to the current moment 

 

22 “But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew 

all this.  

 Daniel said that Belshazzar knew this history and that he was  

just as arrogant and prideful as Nebuchadnezzar was 

 

23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.  . . . .  

 Not only did you know better and not humble yourself but  

you have mocked Almighty God 

 

23  . . . . You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your 

nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the 

gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or 

hear or understand.  . . . . 

 You drank from goblets belonging to God and as 

  You did you praised your own impotent gods 

 Daniel was certainly not at the banquet and so  

how did Daniel know they did all this ? 

 Perhaps like Peter knew with Ananias and Saphira 

 

 

 

Acts 4:36-37 – Peter just knew that Ananias had lied – God revealed it  

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which 

means Son of Encouragement),  

37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.  

 Barnabas brought all that he sold the field for and gave it to the Apostles 

 This was surely seen as a praise worthy thing to do 



3 

 

 

Acts 5:1-5 

1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece 

of property.  

2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but 

brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.  

 Apparently they claimed it was the full price but it was not 

 They seemed to want the same praise worthy position as Barnabas 

 

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you 

have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you 

received for the land?  

4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 

money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have 

not lied to men but to God.”  

 We have no reason to believe Peter found out about this on his own 

 It seems that the Holy Spirit in Peter revealed this to Peter 

 

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 

heard what had happened.  

 


