
 

 

TWP Priorities during COVID-19 (7.0) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: “Those who fail to plan, plan to fail.”  We plan to overcome this 

current COVID-19 crisis during which we will demonstrate God’s love and care to our 

church family and surrounding community.  We want this situation to be over so we can 

get back to normal and move on with life. Moving forward and getting back to a new 

normal will be a process for which we must prepare. Below are our priorities which 

guide us in planning for today and for the near future.  

 

1. Mission: Our highest priority is the salvation of souls. While life is a precious gift, life 

is more than the body.  After this life, each one of us must face eternity with or without 

God. The mission of the church is to proclaim the Gospel in word and deed, calling all 

people to faith in Jesus Christ and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

2. Religious Freedom: By Executive Order, the Governor of Texas has defined essential 

services to include “religious services conducted in churches, congregations, and 

houses of worship.”  The First Amendment to the United States Constitution and Article 

I of the Texas Constitution protect the right of Texans to worship and freely exercise 

their religion according to the dictates of their own consciences. In addition, the Texas 

Religious Freedom Restoration Act (“RFRA”) provides additional protections to faith 

communities, and government must ensure that it complies with RFRA when it acts, 

even during a disaster. While we value these rights, we choose to act responsibly with 

love for our members and neighbors during this COVID-19 crisis. 

3. Health and Safety: In love for our members and neighbors, we have acted to slow the 

spread of the coronavirus. On March 16, 2020 TWP closed all public worship services 

and ministry activities at both campuses and shifted from public worship services to 

online virtual worship services only on March 22, 2020.  Church offices were closed on 

March 25, 2020 and the staff started working remotely. 



4. Virtual Ministry: TWP is in a season of virtual ministry. We continue to provide online 

virtual worship services. Bible studies, Connection Groups, special events, and Pastoral 

Updates have been added to our menu of online services.  

5. Transition Period: On May 1, the Governor of Texas issued Executive Orders for “re-

opening” Texas.  However, since senior adults continue to be especially vulnerable to 

the spread of COVID-19, both campuses at TWP remain closed through May 31.   

Before TWP re-opens our facilities for public worship services, a transition period will 

allow for “essential meetings” only (for example, Staff meetings and Board of Trustees 

meetings).  Ministry teams and committees will continue to meet via social media.   

During this transition period, TWP will continue to provide online virtual worship 

services, Bible studies, Connection Groups, and fellowship opportunities. The staff 

returned to working onsite on May 4; still, both campuses will remain closed through 

May 31, 2020.   

6. Individual Freedom & Responsibility: When TWP re-opens for ministry activities and 

worship services in our facilities again, we want to emphasize that you do not have to 

attend. We respect your individual freedom to choose what is best for you. You are free 

to participate or not participate.  

If you choose to attend and participate in transitional activities at our facilities, please 

act responsibly and consider the safety of others.  If you are sick, please stay home. If 

your immune system is compromised, please stay home. If you have an underlying at-

risk health condition, please stay home and watch the services online.  Join us when all 

is well. 

7.  Re-opening for Large Public Gatherings: We do not yet know the timeframe, but we 
look forward to the time when we can re-open for public gatherings and worship 
services. Regardless of the timing, we are making every effort to conduct worship 
services in accordance with guidance from the White House, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (“CDC”), and local authorities in order to create a safe 
environment for public gatherings.   

 

Please pray with us and dialogue with us as we move through the next transitional 
period toward re-opening TWP once again.  We hope to see you soon. 

 

Kelly Barnett  

Maury Millican 

Janie Peak 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Social Safety Guidelines 

Members/Visitors/Vendors/Contractors: 

1. Check-in at the Welcome Center. 

2. If you have pre-existing conditions that compromise your health, please return 
home. 

3. If you have persistent coughing, sneezing, or a fever, please return home. 

4. Please maintain the 6-ft. rule for safe distancing.   

5. Please wear a mask if the 6-ft. rule is compromised.  Masks are available at 
the Welcome Center Desk.  

6. Please use hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes/tissues located throughout 
both facilities.  Please wipe-down the surface areas you used before you 
leave. 
 

7. Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of your elbow, and 
immediately go and wash your hands.  Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth as much as possible. 

8. Frequently wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  If soap 
and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer.   

 

Screening Questions: 

1. Have you been diagnosed with COVID-19? 

2. In the past 14 days, have you traveled out of the country? 

3. In the past 14 days, have you experienced a cough, shortness of breath, or 
any flu-like symptoms?  

4. Have you recently lost your sense of smell? 

5. Are you willing to wear a mask and gloves while at our location?  

 



 
Resources: 
 

The President’s Guidance for Coronavirus Guidelines for America. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/coronavirus-guidance.pdf 

 

Updates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”). 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCov/ 

 

Office of the Attorney General of the State of Texas: Guidance for Houses of Worship 
During the COVID-19 Crisis. 

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/Guidance for Houses of Worship.pdf 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.16.20_coronavirus-guidance_8.5x11_315PM.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCov/
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/admin/2020/Press/Revised%20Guidance%20for%20Houses%20of%20Worship%20During%20the%20COVID-19%20Crisis%20-%20Final.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=

