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Daniel 6 

15 Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, “Remember, O 

king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that 

the king issues can be changed.”  

 Apparently the men let him stew over all this till sundown 

 They seemed to know what the king wanted to do 

 So they reminded him of the edict that he had signed into law 

 

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 

lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 

continually, rescue you!”  

 God did not save Daniel from the lion’s den 

 Just as He did not save his three friends from the fiery furnace 

 But we will see that God was with him in the lion’s den 

 It was not Darius’ God but he knew of Daniel’s God 

 He knew that God was able to rescue Daniel 

 We don’t know if Darius knew about the fiery furnace incident which 

  Happened under Nebuchadnezzar 

 You would think that this government organization by Darius would 

  Have happened immediately after he began to reign 

 But Darius seems to have a very strong fondness for Daniel and 

  He knew that Daniel served God continually and  

He knew that God could rescue him 

 All of these things would have taken time to develop 

 So maybe this was a reorganization of the government at a later time 

 But he had to obey the law and he had Daniel thrown in the lions’ den 

 

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king 

sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that 

Daniel’s situation might not be changed.  

 So the king’s decree was enforced 

 

18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and 

without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.  

 This was very unusual for a king 

 Fasting and no entertainment and no sleep – he was really upset 
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 What we don’t hear is that he prayed to his gods 

 Since he knew about God he may have doubted the power of his gods 

 

19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.  

 After a night like he had – he wanted to know 

 

20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, 

“Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, 

been able to rescue you from the lions?”  

 Notice that Darius called God “the living God” 

 He asked if God had “been able to rescue” Daniel 

 Since God had not saved Daniel from the lions’ den perhaps  

God was not able to rescue Daniel 

 Also he spoke in an anguished voice like he probably  

Expected that Daniel was dead 

 But then he heard Daniel’s voice 

 

21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!  

 First thing out of humble Daniel’s mouth is “O king, live forever!” 

 

22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not 

hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any 

wrong before you, O king.”  

 Then he gave God the credit for saving him from the lions 

 The angel did not kill or hurt the lions – He just shut their mouths 

 Perhaps this angel was the pre-incarnate Christ 

 Then Daniel said that he was innocent in God’s sight 

 Daniel lived before an audience of One – just like we do 

 What we do in God’s sight is much more important than what men think 

 Then he defended himself before the king = done no wrong before you 

 

23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And 

when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he 

had trusted in his God.  

 Obviously Darius was very fond of Daniel 

 Here we see that Daniel was rescued because he trusted in his God 

 But that has not always been true 

 

Hebrews 11:35–40 – Old Testament saints often were not rescued  

35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again.  . . . .  

 The writer has just gone through a list of rescues by God 

 Then he takes a turn to show that this is not always the way God acts 
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35  . . . . Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain 

a better resurrection.  

 Better resurrection compared to being saved from death 

 

36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in 

prison.  

 Some suffered difficulties in this life 

 But others suffered the ultimate – the end of their life 

 

37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the 

sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated—  

38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 

and in caves and holes in the ground.  

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what 

had been promised.  

 God commended them for their faith but none were rescued 

 

40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would 

they be made perfect.  

 God knows best and sometimes we get a hint of what He is planning 

 He was planning for their ultimate resurrection to a perfect body 

 

Acts 7:51–60 - Stephen the first Christian martyr was not rescued  

51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just 

like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!  

 Stephen was on trial before the Sanhedrin 

 He was given a chance to defend himself 

 As he got wound up he insulted those who were trying him 

 

52 Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed 

those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have 

betrayed and murdered him—  

 The Righteous One is the Messiah 

 

53 you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but 

have not obeyed it.”  

 Stephen accused them of not obeying the Law given through Moses 

 

54 When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.  

55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of 

God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  

 God was not going to rescue Stephen but He gave him a great vision 
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56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God.”  

 Jesus used the name “Son of Man” as meaning Himself often 

 Those trying Stephen knew that he was referring to Jesus 

 Stephen’s vision showed Jesus in heaven at God’s right hand 

 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all 

rushed at him,  

58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses 

laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  

 Saul was later named Paul and apparently he agreed with them and 

  He watched their outer garments so they could stone Stephen 

 Saul was a member of the Sanhedrin too 

 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.”  

60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.  

 Stephen fell asleep = he died 

 He uttered the same statement that Jesus did from the cross 

 

Luke 23:32–34 – Jesus said from the cross to forgive His executioners  

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.  

33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along 

with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left.  

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  

 Stephen either heard Jesus say that or the Apostles told him 

 

Acts 9:1–3 - Paul persecuted many Christians and they were not rescued  

1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest  

2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 

any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them 

as prisoners to Jerusalem.  

3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him.  

 Nero persecuted many Christians and they were not rescued 

 Most, if not all, of the Apostles were martyred and they were not rescued 

 So we need to avoid taking what happened to Daniel as a promise 

 Our God is the Sovereign of all and He knows all things – even the future 

 He is able to make righteous decisions about our life and death 
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 As children of God – we are expendable 

 Mankind as creations of God – all men are expendable 

 God knows best and He always does what is right 

 We may question things and we will probably never understand them 

 But we do know that God is good and we can trust Him 

 

Daniel 6 

24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were 

brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. 

And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and 

crushed all their bones.  

 The opponents of Daniel deserved to be thrown into the lions’ den 

 But what about all the wives and children ? 

 Those men as heads of their households brought  

punishment on their families 

 The punishment these men intended for Daniel was actually  

enacted on them and their families 

 The same as happened in the book of Ester  

 

Esther 7:9–10 – Haman was hanged on the gallows made for Mordecai  

9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A gallows 

seventy-five feet high stands by Haman’s house. He had it made for Mordecai, 

who spoke up to help the king.” The king said, “Hang him on it!”  

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then 

the king’s fury subsided.  

 

Daniel 6 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every 

language throughout the land: “May you prosper greatly!  

26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and 

reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures forever; his 

kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.  

27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and 

on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”  

 Darius revealed his knowledge of God in this decree 

  

28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the 

Persian.  

 Cyrus ruled after Darius 

 


