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June 2, 2020 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 14 

20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is 

wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble.  

 The work of God is the saving of men from the world 

 Those men are now living the abundant life 

 We must be very careful to not destroy what God has accomplished 

 We cannot cause the man to lose his salvation 

 But his abundant life on earth could be destroyed 

 If we cause someone to behave contrary to their conscience that will 

  Cause them to sin against God 

 The Holy Spirit is conforming a brother into the image of Christ  

We do not want to destroy that progress 

 

21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your 

brother to fall.  

 Not that he might lose his salvation but that he might fall from  

fellowship with God 

 We must not do anything that will cause him to fall even 

  If our conscience says it is OK to do 

 Stuart Kingsnorth and bowling 

 

22 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God.  

It is not our job to convince our brother about what  

our conscience tells us is OK 

 If his conscience tells him it is wrong then it is wrong for him 

 The Holy Spirit is responsible for the maturity of our brother 

 All this teaching by Paul is concerning disputable matters 

 When Scripture is clear and not disputable we are to help our brother 

 This probably means we should listen more and talk less 

 

22  . . . .  Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves.  

23 But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not 

from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.  

 This is another way to say we must live in the light we have been given 

 We must never go against our conscience 

 Having doubts about whether something is OK to eat is like weak faith 

 All this might sound like Paul is encouraging hypocritical behavior 
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 But your behavior is not saying that you believe (like your brother) that 

  Eating or drinking is bad 

 It is acting in love and behaving so as to not offend him 

 So can we eat and drink privately and when our brother is not there ? 

 I suspect that the answer is yes but we must be very careful 

 When I am unsure if he is seeing then I must abstain 

 The other caution is that I may not know if a brother has weak faith 

  

Once more we see that our behavior is acceptable before God only 

  When our heart motives are right 

 Is our motive to show love to our brothers of weak faith ? 

  

Romans 15  

1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please 

ourselves.  

 This is especially true of us in an interdenominational church 

 People come here from all different kinds of backgrounds and beliefs 

 And the men in this Bible Study come to strengthen their faith 

 We want to become mature Christians feeding on the meat of the word

 And so this verse applies especially to ourselves 

 We are not to be arrogant if we believe we are of strong faith 

 And we are not to judge other brothers 

 But our responsibility is greater and we must bear with those who are weak 

 We must not live to please ourselves but to please Christ 

 He is our example – we should imitate Him 

 He accepted us in our weak faith when we were baby Christians 

 We should imitate Him and accept others especially those of weak faith 

 Paul writes here about disputable matters – not heresy 

 

2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  

 This is what edification means = to build him up 

 

3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those 

who insult you have fallen on me.”  

 Christ did not please Himself but chose to please His Father 

 Those who insulted Christ were also insulting the Father 

 

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  

 This hope is the assurance and certainty that God’s promises will be fulfilled 

 We base our hope firmly on the written word of God 

 All the Scriptures were written (inspired by God) to teach us 

 When we want to be taught by God – we must turn to the Scriptures 
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5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 

among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  

 God is the one Who gives endurance and encouragement without 

  Which we could never accept the weak faith of our brother 

 

6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 Once we do accept our brother – then we may glorify God together 

 This is the whole purpose of men – to glorify God 

 May we all do that together as the church 

 

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God.  

 We must accept one another regardless of beliefs on disputable matters 

 About clear doctrines of Scripture we must stand firm 

 We must never accept heresy 

 But in disputable matters we must be accepting of one another 

 So how do we know which are disputable matters 

Church Creeds are summaries of church doctrines 

They are not exhaustive of all doctrines 

They are not meant to replace Scripture but to give the basics 

So if a person confesses all of what is in the creeds then he is a Christian 

If he cannot confess any part of the creed then he is not a Christian 

 


