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The Book of Daniel 

 

 

Daniel 7  

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and 

visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed. He wrote down the 

substance of his dream.  

 Here the timeline goes back to when Belshazzar was king in Daniel 5 

 As sometimes happens in the books of Scripture the incidents are not  

written down in the time order that they happened 

 In Daniel 6 Darius was king of Babylon and Daniel was thrown  

into the lions’ den 

 Belshazzar was king when the hand wrote on the wall and in that same 

  Night Babylon fell to Cyrus of Persia and  

Darius the Mede was made king of Babylon 

 Daniel had night visions in the first year of Belshazzar’s 14 year reign 

 In 605 BC Daniel was exiled at probably 16 years old 

 This vision was given in 553 BC – Making Daniel 68 years old 

 Daniel’s experience in the lions den would happen about 15 years later 

 So Daniel wrote down the substance of the dream 

  He referred to the dream and visions = one unified dream consisting  

of several visions given in successive stages 

 

2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four 

winds of heaven churning up the great sea.  

 In Daniel 1 – 6 he wrote in the third person – general events 

 In Daniel 7 – 12 he wrote in the first person – personal events 

 Daniel was dreaming and he saw visions in his dream – he was asleep 

 The four winds of heaven may refer to the spirits or angels of God 

It may also refer to God’s providential actions among men through angels 

 The “sea” often refers in Scripture to all of pagan humanity 

 But “great sea” many times refers to the Mediterranean Sea so in  

  That case the dream would apply to the Mediterranean area  

 If this is so then the angels of God are churning up all of nearby humanity 

 In any case it seems that God is using His power over all the  

winds of heaven to churn up humanity 

 

3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.  

 Daniel then saw four beasts rising from the agitated sea 
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 They arose out of the mass of pagan humanity 

 These four beasts were all different from each other 

 

4 “The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its 

wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet 

like a man, and the heart of a man was given to it.  

 The first beast was like a lion indicating power and speed 

 The lion and the eagle were both symbols of Babylon 

 It seems that there were only two wings 

 In any case its wings were torn off – it’s loss of mobility  

This could refer to Nebuchadnezzar’s loss of his glory and  

power when he was insane and age grass like the cattle and  

also the deterioration of his kingdom when he died  

 The beast was made to walk like a man 

 The beast’s heart was replaced with the heart of a man 

 This could refer to what happened to Nebuchadnezzar when his sanity  

returned and he became more compassionate and recognized God 

 All this is the work of our Sovereign God 

 He even uses evil to complete His plans 

 

5 “And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was 

raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. 

It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’  

 The second beast looked like a bear perhaps representing Medo-Persia 

 The bear was fierce and strong and unlike Nebuchadnezzar’s  

kingdom ruled by a man with a compassionate heart 

 It was resting on one of its sides  

Two sides representing Persia and Media – even though Persia defeated  

Babylon the Medes were really in control – they appointed Darius 

 It had been eating something of which there were only three ribs left 

 The bear had devoured three previous kingdoms – only part was left 

 This beast was told to go and eat your fill of all flesh 

 Perhaps meaning that kingdoms operate by divine appointment and  

not by their own desires. 

 The bear was fulfilling God’s purpose with this command 

 All flesh seems to mean humanity – presumably of the sea 

 

6 “After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked 

like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast 

had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.  

 The third beast looked like a leopard – swift, cunning and agile 

 This beast had four wings that resembled birds’ wings – exceptionally fast 

 But this beast had four heads – like leopard’s heads ? 
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 When Alexander the Great conquered Medo-Persia it took only four years 

 Extremely fast for such an extensive empire 

 This beast was given authority to rule over the great Medo-Persian empire 

 God placed Alexander to rule over this 

This beast had four heads – after Alexander died his kingdom was  

divided among his four generals 

  

7 “After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth 

beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it 

crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It 

was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns.  

 The fourth beast did not resemble any special animal to Daniel 

 It was just terrifying and frightening and very powerful 

 Large iron teeth with which it crushed and devoured its victim 

 It trampled all else under foot 

 This beast had apparently destroyed the three previous kingdoms – vs 12 

  Babylon (lion) and Medo-Persia (bear) and Greece (leopard) and 

  Assimilated and trampled all that remained of them 

 We believe this beast represented Rome 

 It also had ten horns – later we will see that this refers to 10 kings 

 This beast was invincible and merciless and leaves scorched earth 

 See the maps of each kingdom 

 

8 “While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a 

little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted 

before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke 

boastfully.  

 A little horn came up among the ten horns 

 The little horn had an insignificant beginning but  

Then he uprooted three of the ten horns and presumably  

destroyed them 

 The little horn had eyes of a man (intelligence) and  

a mouth speaking boastfully (blasphemous claims) 

 We will learn much more when Daniel is given the interpretation 

 

9 “As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. 

His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His 

throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.  

 Thrones – for God’s saints for ruling and for judging 

 Ancient of Days usually refers to God the Father  

He took His seat on His throne – obviously the Sovereign Judge 

White as snow – His absolute righteousness and purity and holiness 

Hair white as wool refers to His wisdom and justice 
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Revelation 1:12–15 – Same description used for Christ by the apostle John  

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I 

saw seven golden lampstands,  

13 and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a 

robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.  

14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were 

like blazing fire.  

15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the 

sound of rushing waters.  

  

Daniel 7 

10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.  . . . .  

Flaming fire of His throne and the wheels of His chariot refers to 

 His coming in judgment and His unapproachable countenance 

 Absolute judgment – river of fire from before Him  

 

2 Kings 2:9–12 – Fire is often associated with the presence of God  

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you 

before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” 

Elisha replied.  

10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am 

taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”  

11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire 

and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to 

heaven in a whirlwind.  

12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and 

horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more.  . . . .  

 

Daniel 7 

10  . . . . . Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten 

thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.  

 He was attended by an uncountable number of His saints and angels 

 Even many multiples more stood before Him who will be judged 

 The court meaning the many who were provided thrones by God 

 Books were opened – this sounds like the Great White Throne Judgment 

  

Revelation 20:11–15 – The Great White Throne Judgment  

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky 

fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  

12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 

were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead 

were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  
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 The dead means all who were spiritually dead – the unsaved 

 Books had the record of the deeds of all who were before this judgment 

 The dead were judged according to what they had done about Jesus 

 Had they rejected His free offer of salvation and eternal life ? 

 In fact all of these dead had rejected Christ’s offer of salvation 

 A second proof used in this judgment was that none of their names  

were recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life 

 

13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 

dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had 

done.  

 What they had done was to reject Christ’s offer of salvation 

 

14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 

second death.  

 Death was no longer useful to God’s plan 

 The resurrection of both the good and the evil had happened 

 No one would die physically again – no death for resurrection bodies 

 Hades was not needed anymore 

Gehenna had been emptied of all the dead spirits who were now  

resurrected and now stood before God’s throne 

 So death and Hades were no longer needed and  

were thrown into the lake of fire 

 The lake of fire is hell 

 

15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 

into the lake of fire.  

 And guess how many of these who are now being judged actually had  

their names written in the book of life ?   None !!! 

 

Daniel 7 

11 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was 

speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and 

thrown into the blazing fire.  

 One of those judged here was the little horn 

 Daniel was glued on the little horn’s boastful words 

 This little horn could refer to Satan - the devil - the accuser of the brethren 

 He would be accusing God’s saints of all their sins 

 God’s response would be that those sins were real and true but 

  They were all forgiven due to the blood of His Son at the cross 

 Notice that it is the beast that is destroyed rather than the little horn 

 It seems that the little horn and the beast are interchangeable here 

 So the beast or Satan was slain – physical death ? 
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 Did Satan have a body to destroy ? 

 This seems that this wording is just part of the vision ? 

 And like all the unsaved at the Great White Throne Judgment –  

Satan is thrown into the blazing fire or the lake of fire 

 

Revelation 20:7–10 – This is Satan’s destination – The lake of fire  

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison  

8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog 

and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the 

seashore.  

9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of 

God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured 

them.  

10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning 

sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be 

tormented day and night for ever and ever.  

 


