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June 9, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

 

Romans 15 

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God.  

 We must accept one another regardless of beliefs on disputable matters 

 About clear doctrines of Scripture we must stand firm 

 We must never accept heresy 

 But in disputable matters we must be accepting of one another 

 So how do we know which are disputable matters 

Church Creeds are summaries of church doctrines 

They are not exhaustive of all doctrines but list the major Christian beliefs 

They were never meant to replace Scripture but to give the basics 

So if a person confesses all of what is in the creeds then he is a Christian 

If he cannot confess any part of the creed then he is not a Christian 

 Some Creeds were used as baptismal confessions of faith 

 The person being baptized was asked if they believed all of the creed 

 Another use for a creed was to let unbelievers know what Christians believed 

 Another probable use for a creed was to identify heresy 

2 Peter 2:1 – Peter introduces the word “heresies”  

1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 

teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 

the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves.  

Heresies are self-chosen doctrines not emanating from God. 

 They are teachings of false prophets and false teachers 

 Peter calls those teachings destructive of the church 

 Some heresies even deny the sovereign Lord Who bought them 

 This may indicate that these folks were in the church but not of the church 

  

 

I want to review the Apostles’ Creed the Nicene Creed and  

the Athanasian Creed – one a week 

 This week will be the Apostles’ Creed 

 

According to Encyclopedia Britannica : 
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Apostles’ Creed, also called Apostolicum, a statement of faith used in the Roman 

Catholic, Anglican, and many Protestant churches. It is not officially recognized in 

the Eastern Orthodox churches. According to tradition, it was composed by the 12 

Apostles, but it actually developed from early interrogations of catechumens (persons 

receiving instructions in order to be baptized) by the bishop. An example of such 

interrogations used in Rome about 200 has been preserved in the Apostolic 

Tradition of Hippolytus. The bishop would ask, “Dost thou believe in God the Father 

almighty?” and so forth through the major Christian beliefs. Stated affirmatively, 

these statements became a creed; such creeds were known as baptismal creeds. 

 

Apostles Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

The third day he rose from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty. 

From there he shall come to judge  

the living and the dead 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy universal church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

 

 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Romans 15 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/baptism
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8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, 

to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs  

 Christ came bearing God’s truth – He is the truth 

 He came as a Jew and He came first to the Jews 

 One of His objectives was to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs 

 Jesus said several times that the Scriptures must be fulfilled 

 Part of those Scriptures were the covenants that God made with the patriarchs 

 Jesus was a servant of the Jews in that He spoke the truth of God to them 

 

9 so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: “Therefore I will 

praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name.”  

 A second objective was to bring the Gentiles into His kingdom so 

  That they might glorify God 

 God had not made covenants with the Gentiles – they did not  

expect to receive the promises made in the covenants 

 And yet God brought them into His kingdom through His mercy 

 So they would glorify God for His mercy 

 This verse contains part of a song of David found in 2 Samuel 22:50 

 David says that he would “praise God among the Gentiles” 

 

10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”  

 This quote is found in Deuteronomy 32:43 

 Here Moses’ song of rejoicing includes the “rejoicing of the Gentiles” 

 

11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you 

peoples.”  

 Here Psalm 117:1 commands that all Gentiles should praise God 

 

12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to 

rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.”  

 Here in Isaiah 11:10 it is prophesied that the Messiah will rule over 

  The nations and He will be the hope of the Gentiles 

 So David, Moses, and Isaiah all expected the Gentiles to praise God’s mercy 

 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 Here is a benedictory prayer for the Romans – seeming to end Paul’s teaching 

 After this he begins his closing remarks for this letter to the Romans 

 

14 I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 

complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.  

 Paul had a very high regard for the maturity of the Roman believers 

 So they might ask why he instructed them as he had done in this letter 
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15 I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, 

because of the grace God gave me  

 Paul explains that he was just reminding of things they already knew 

 He felt this was appropriate because of God’s calling on his life 

 

2 Peter 3:1–2 – Peter reminded his readers of the same thing  

1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 

reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking.  

2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the 

command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.  

 

Romans 15 

16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of 

proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering 

acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

 God had called Paul to be a proclaimer of the gospel of Jesus Christ 

 The gospel is that God had provided a Savior for even the Gentiles 

 Paul considered this to be a priestly duty 

 As a priest he was making an offering of the Gentiles which was  

acceptable to God due to the sanctification of the Holy Spirit 

 As a minister of Christ Jesus, Paul had to preach and teach the  

whole of Scripture to all the churches 

 These Gentiles were now set apart for God (sanctified) 

 

Ephesians 3:6 – God’s plan is to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body  

6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 

members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.  

 

Romans 15 

17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.  

 Paul seems to be boasting of his service to God 

 But he quickly explains what he means by this 

 

18 I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished 

through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done—  

 He is glorying or boasting only of what Christ has accomplished 

 Paul was sent to lead the Gentiles to salvation by what he had said 

 “To obey God” means they repented and accepted Christ 

 

19 by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from 

Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of 

Christ.  
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 As Paul was on mission to the Gentiles – the Holy Spirit was at  

  Work doing signs and miracles and wonders through him 

 These were done through Paul to authenticate his ministry 

 

20 It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, 

so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.  

21 Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will see, and those 

who have not heard will understand.”  

 Paul wanted to preach Christ in virgin territory – where no one had preached 

 

22 This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you.  

 So far Paul had always found new virgin territory to go to 

 And so he did not feel free to come to Rome and then to Spain yet 

 

23 But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I 

have been longing for many years to see you,  

24 I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to visit you while passing through and to 

have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a 

while.  

 But recently he found no more of those virgin places to preach 

 He felt free to come to Rome which he had longed to do 

 His plan was to go to Spain and stop at Rome on the way 

 He boldly tells them that he wants them to assist him as a missionary 

 But he would spend time with them for a while 

 

25 Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints there.  

26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor 

among the saints in Jerusalem.  

 Paul would not be coming to Rome immediately 

 He was on his way to Jerusalem to deliver an offering from several churches 

 He only mentioned Macedonia and Achaia but the offering was  

also from churches in Asia Minor 

  

Apparently at this time perhaps due to persecution the church in  

  Jerusalem was having financial problems 

 

27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles 

have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with 

them their material blessings.  

 The churches shared spiritual blessings with the Jews 

 

Romans 11:17–18 – Gentiles were grafted into the Jewish “olive root”  
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17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, 

have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the 

olive root,  

18 do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the 

root, but the root supports you.  

 

Galatians 3:14 – Gentiles receive the blessing given to Abraham  

14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 

Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the 

Spirit.  

 

Romans 15 

28 So after I have completed this task and have made sure that they have received 

this fruit, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way.  

 Paul fully expected to go to Spain – visiting Rome on the way 

 He did go to Rome but not as he had planned 

  

Proverbs 16:9 – We should make plans but we must be flexible 

9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.  

 We don’t know if Paul made it to Spain 

 Some believe that Paul was released from Roman detention and that he 

  Was arrested again and sent to Rome and was then executed 

 


