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Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 7 

12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to 

live for a period of time.)  

 The other three beasts were stripped of authority but were allowed  

to live a while – their cultures were assimilated into Rome 

 In the vision they had life for a period of time 

 

13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 

man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  . . . .  

 The Son of Man coming with clouds represents the Second  

Coming of Christ  

 His Second Coming will end the seven year Great Tribulation which 

  Will also end the Times of the Gentiles 

 The Times of the Gentiles began in 586 BC when Nebuchadnezzar’s  

Army invaded Jerusalem and broke down its walls and 

Burned down the Temple of God 

 The end of the Times of the Gentiles will come at the beginning of 

  The Millennial reign of Christ on earth 

 

13  . . . .  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  

14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and 

men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  

 Authority, glory, and sovereign power sounds like the Millennium 

 As Sovereign over the world – all people will worship Him 

 

Matthew 26:63–64 – Jesus predicted His coming on the clouds of heaven  

63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under 

oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”  

64 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future 

you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.”  

 

Matthew 24:30 – Jesus described His Second Coming  

30 “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the 

nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.  
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 All the nations will mourn because they will realize that they have 

  Rejected God’s Messiah – their only hope of salvation 

 

Matthew 25:31 – Jesus will occupy a glorious throne on earth  

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 

will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  

 His throne will be in Jerusalem 

 He will have glory on earth 

 

Psalm 2:6–9 – God the Father decreed Christ’s Millennial rule 

6 “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”  

 Jesus, God’s Messiah, will reign from Jerusalem, Zion 

 

7 I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son; today 

I have become your Father.  

 God’s Messiah will proclaim God’s word 

 Jesus says that God the Father said to Him, “You are My Son . . .” 

 Today does not have a time reference 

 Remember that God is not bound by time 

 What I think it means is that as these events unfold = Today 

 

8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth 

your possession.  

9 You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like 

pottery.”  

 Jesus will reign over all the earth as the righteous ruler and judge 

 His will be an absolute rule = iron scepter 

 Disobedience to this ruler will be devastating = dashed to pieces 

 

Revelation 11:15 – The Apostle John saw a vision of Christ ruling the world  

15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 

which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.”  

 His dominion and His kingdom will not end even at the 

  End of the Millennium 

 It will just move from the Millennium into Eternity 

 

Daniel 7 

15 “I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my 

mind disturbed me.  

 All of this is somewhat plain to us who have God’s written Word 

 But to Daniel all this was very disturbing 

 Obviously God was telling him something – but what ? 
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16 I approached one of those standing there and asked him the true meaning of 

all this. “So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these things:  

 Daniel had interpreted two dreams of Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 2 and 4 

 But now he needed some one to interpret his dream for him 

 God was at work in Daniel’s interpretations but this was not  

a constant gift for him to use all the time 

 So Daniel went to one who might tell him the meaning of the vision 

 “One of those” was probably the archangel Gabriel (Dan 8:16) 

 That one then interpreted the vision for Daniel 

 

17 ‘The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth.  

 Daniel was in Babylon where the current ruler was Belshazzar 

 Babylon (lion), Medo-Persia (bear), Greece (leopard) and Rome (beast 4) 

 

18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it 

forever—yes, for ever and ever.’  

 First he gives a summary of the whole vision 

 Four kingdoms will rise from the pagan nations of the earth 

 But God’s saints will receive “the kingdom of God” 

 These saints are probably not New Testament saints but believing Jews 

 Or perhaps the saints here are both Jew and Gentile believers 

 They will possess the kingdom of God for ever and ever 

 This reminds me of the summary of the book of the Revelation 

 Many things will happen in the end times 

 But God wins in the end and His saints will inherit the kingdom of God 

 But here Daniel wanted to know some of the specifics 

 

19 “Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was 

different from all the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze 

claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot 

whatever was left.  

20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other 

horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more 

imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully.  

 Here Daniel gives us a little more information 

 He had referred to the “little horn” previously 

 Now he says that that little horn was more imposing than the other ten and 

  That it came up after the 10 

 In verse 24 we see that all 11 horns are kings 

  

21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating 

them,  

 The “little horn” is a king (verse 24) and so he is a person  
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 He says it is waging war against the saints and defeating them 

 My commentator says that these are the faithful Jews 

 But this sounds like the Great Tribulation after Satan becomes  

the world ruler and then half way through the seven  

years he turns against the saints which could be Jews and Gentiles 

 

22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the 

saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom.  

 At the end of the Great Tribulation God intervenes for the saints and 

  The saints inherit the kingdom of God forever  

 Here it seems that Daniel equates the Ancient of Days with the Most High 

 All this from verse 16 to 22 Daniel is asking a question 

 In 23 the one he asked begins his interpretation 

 

23 “He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will 

appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour 

the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it.  

 So each of the four beasts represent four kingdoms on the earth 

 But the fourth kingdom will be different 

 It will devour the whole earth with trampling and crushing 

  

Revelation 13:5–8 – This beast is described in the Revelation  

5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to 

exercise his authority for forty-two months.  

 Forty two months is three and a half years = half the Tribulation 

 

6 He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his 

dwelling place and those who live in heaven.  

7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And 

he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.  

 This is a world wide authority – not like the first three kings 

 

8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not 

been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the 

creation of the world.  

 That is all the unsaved who will appear before The Great White Throne 

 

Daniel 7 

24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them 

another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three 

kings.  

 Out of this fourth kingdom will arise ten kings 

When Rome was overwhelmed by the northern hoards, the Roman 
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 kingdom split apart into 10 kingdoms and later into even more 

 After that another king will arise – different from the ten 

 This king will subdue three of the ten kings 

 

25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change 

the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, 

times and half a time.  

 This king will blaspheme God and oppress His saints 

 This king will also try to change times set by God Himself and  

also try to change God’s laws 

 God Himself will hand over His saints to this king 

 We see this many times – that God knows what is best 

 Sometimes in His wisdom and judgment He allows His saints to suffer 

 But God never leaves His throne and He is always in control 

 For those who die, their spirits go immediately into the presence of Jesus 

 And the length of the king’s domination will be three and one half years 

 The word time and times and half a time refer to years 

 This duration is exactly half of the seven year Tribulation 

 This last half of the Tribulation is referred to as the Great Tribulation 

 

26 “ ‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely 

destroyed forever.  

 The court will sit = He will be judged by the great court of heaven 

 This may well be the Great White Throne Judgment 

 Satan’s power will be removed and destroyed forever 

 God has allowed this “little horn” to have power on earth all this time 

 Why would God allow this ? 

 The same reason that He allowed Satan to rebel against  

Him in the first place 

 In order for man to love God freely he must have a legitimate  

choice other than God to follow – and that is Satan 

 

27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole 

heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His 

kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey 

him.’  

 The result of God giving this vision to Daniel is to reveal  

what will take place in the end times  

 The sovereignty, power and greatness over all the nations and  

kingdoms on earth will be given to God’s saints 

 And those saints will rule with Christ forever and ever 

 They will rule in His kingdom – the kingdom of God 

 And so all rulers will worship and obey God Almighty 
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Daniel 7 

28 “This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, 

and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.”  

 Daniel writes that this is the end of the matter 

 He was troubled and his face turned pale 

 But he kept quiet about his vision and the interpretation 

 

Bible Knowledge Commentary – A Good Summary 

One cannot escape the parallels between the truths revealed to Daniel on this 

occasion and what was revealed to Nebuchadnezzar early in his reign (chap. 2). 

Both cover the span of the times of the Gentiles. Both dreams indicate that Israel 

and her land will be ruled over by four successive world empires. The first was 

Babylon, represented by the head of gold and the winged lion. The second was 

the Medo-Persian Empire, represented by the chest and arms of silver and the bear 

raised up on one side. The third was the Grecian Empire, represented by the belly 

and thighs of bronze and the four-headed winged leopard. The fourth was the 

Roman Empire, represented by the legs of iron with feet mixed with clay and by 

the mongrel beast. The iron-like strength of the fourth empire is seen in the iron 

legs (2:40) and the beast’s iron teeth (7:7). Sovereignty passed from Assyria to 

Babylon in 609 B.C., from Babylon to Persia in 539 B.C., from Persia to Greece in 

330 B.C., and from Greece to Rome in the first century B.C. 

Toward the end of the times of the Gentiles, worldwide authority will be 

exercised by one called “a little horn” who will seek to prevent Christ’s rule on 

the earth by destroying God’s covenant people. His short reign of seven years (see 

comments on “one seven‘” in 9:27) will be terminated by the Second Advent of 

Christ. At His coming Christ will establish His millennial kingdom on earth in 

fulfillment of God’s covenant with Israel. 

The amillenarian view that the “little horn” has already appeared sometime in 

the past (but since Christ’s First Advent) is wrong because: (a) no such ruler has 

attained worldwide status (7:23), (b) no such ruler has subdued 3 of 10 kings who 

were ruling at once (v. 24), (c) no such ruler has persecuted Israel (v. 21) for three 

and one-half years (v. 25), and (d) no such ruler has been destroyed forever (v. 

26) by Christ’s return. Nor could this “little horn” be the Roman Catholic papacy 

because: (a) the “little horn” is a king, not a pope, (b) the papacy’s power has not 

been limited to three and one-half years, (c) the papacy has not concentrated on 

persecuting the nation Israel, and (d) the papacy has not been destroyed by the 

return of Christ to the earth.1 

 
1 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, pp. 1354–1355). Wheaton, IL: Victor 

Books. 
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