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Men’s Bible Study 

Romans 

 

Romans 15  

28 So after I have completed this task and have made sure that they have received 

this fruit, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way.  

 Paul has the task of delivering an offering from the churches to Jerusalem 

 Apparently there is some question of whether the church in Jerusalem will  

accept the offering that Paul is bringing 

 Then his plan is to go to Spain and visit Rome on the way 

 

29 I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of 

Christ.  

 Paul is fully expecting that Christ will bless his efforts with the offering 

 

30 I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join 

me in my struggle by praying to God for me.  

 It sounds like Paul is facing some kind of struggle 

 Perhaps he is referring to his continuing struggle with the Jews 

 

31 Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in 

Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there,  

 The Jews were certainly unbelievers 

 Paul wanted prayer for his work with the offering would be acceptable 

 

32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and together with you be 

refreshed.  

 His joy would be the result of his success in Jerusalem 

 

33 The God of peace be with you all. Amen.  

 And here is one more benediction from Paul 

 

Romans 16 

1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea.  

 In some versions Paul refers to her as a deaconess 

 She is a sister in Christ not in his family 

 



2 

 

2 I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints and to give her 

any help she may need from you, for she has been a great help to many people, 

including me.  

 Since she has helped others – great help – they should help her 

 In this list Paul greets 26 people by name several of them women 

 In Paul’s extensive travels he had met and worked with many 

 And most of these listed are close personal friends 

 He seems to know the where abouts of most of them = his concern 

 

3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.  

4 They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are 

grateful to them.  

5 Greet also the church that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who 

was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia.  

 

Acts 18:1–3 – Pricilla and Aquila were tentmakers like Paul was  

1 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  

2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from 

Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave 

Rome. Paul went to see them,  

3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them.  

 

Acts 18:24–26 – They tutored Apollos to be a better preacher  

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He 

was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  

25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and 

taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.  

26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, 

they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.  

 

1 Corinthians 16:19 – They also hosted churches to meet in their home  

19 The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla 

greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.  

 

Romans 16 

6 Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you.  

 Mary is unidentified otherwise 

7 Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have been in prison with me. They 

are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.  

 Andronicus and Junias were probably man and wife 

 Paul calls them his relatives meaning a family or tribal relationship 

 They served time in prison with Paul 
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 He says they are outstanding among the apostles = perhaps the twelve or 

  Perhaps apostles in the general sense like Barnabas and Silas 

   

8 Greet Ampliatus, whom I love in the Lord.  

9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys.  

10 Greet Apelles, tested and approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the 

household of Aristobulus.  

 Those who belong could mean family members including servants 

 

11 Greet Herodion, my relative. Greet those in the household of Narcissus who are in 

the Lord.  

 Herodion perhaps a grandson of Herod 

 He greets those of Narcissus “who are in the Lord” perhaps meaning that 

  The household were not all Christians 

 

12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord. Greet my 

dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.  

 Tryphena and Tryphose perhaps sisters and even twins 

 He especially calls out their hard work in the Lord 

 

13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, 

too.  

 Rufus was chosen in the Lord but every Christian is chosen in the Lord 

 So Paul perhaps is calling him chosen as a distinction in the church 

 Rufus’ mother was probably not Paul’s mother but 

  Paul received her motherly care along with Rufus 

 

14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the brothers with them.  

15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all the saints with 

them.  

 All of these may be leaders in two house churches since 

  Paul greets the brothers and saints with them 

 

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send greetings.  

 This was a custom like our handshake is today 

 That near Eastern custom is still practiced today 

 

17 I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles 

in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from 

them.  

 Causing divisions in the church is always a serious problem 

 We all need to be on our guard against such people 
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 We should even keep away from them and not encourage them 

 

18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By 

smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.  

 Instead of serving the Lord they serve their own appetites 

 They deceive naïve people who don’t recognize what they are doing 

 They use smooth talk and flattery 

 Then Paul hastens to assure the Romans that he does not think that they are 

  Like these who deceive and divide the church nor are they naive 

 

19 Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want 

you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil.  

 This sounds like what Jesus taught 

 

Matthew 10:16 – Jesus said to be shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves  

16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes 

and as innocent as doves.  

 

Romans 16 

20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 

Jesus be with you.  

 One more benediction from Paul before he is finished 

 One other time we hear of Satan being crushed 

 

Genesis 3:14–15 – God cursed Satan and said Christ would crush his head  

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are 

you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and 

you will eat dust all the days of your life.  

15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

 

Romans 16 

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and 

Sosipater, my relatives.  

 Perhaps these were related to Paul or they might have been of his country 

 Timothy is the same man who became Paul’s protégé 

 He had traveled with Paul on his last three missionary journeys 

 He was also Paul’s representative to the churches in Thessalonica,  

Corinth, Philippi, and Ephesus 

 

22 I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord.  

 This was Paul’s stenographer for this letter 
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23 Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his 

greetings. Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus 

send you their greetings.  

 These are the final greetings from those with Paul 

 Paul wrote this letter to the Romans from Corinth in Greece 

 Gaius apparently hosted a house church in that city 

 Obviously there were public officials of Corinth in the church = Erastus 

  

Verse 24 is a repeat of verse 20b and is not found in a number of the major  

Greek manuscripts and is not considered genuine 

  

25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past,  

26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 

command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—  

27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.  

 Paul praises God by stating a number of things 

  God is able to establish the Romans according to Paul’s gospel 

   And also according to what Paul proclaimed about Jesus 

  That gospel is the revelation of a mystery 

  The revelation showed the true meaning of prophetic writings 

  God commanded the revelation so that all nations might believe 

  May the only wise God receive glory forever through Jesus Christ 

 

What does communion of the saints mean ?  (Apostles Creed) 

 This refers not to Communion or the Lord’s Supper 

 This communion is the fellowship and unity of all believers in Jesus 

 We all have our life in common as members of Christ’s body, the Church 

 

What does “only begotten Son of God” mean ?  (Nicene Creed) 

 Jesus’ Sonship is indicative of deity 

 He is of the same nature and essence as God the Father 

 We are all only adopted sons of God 

 Jesus is the only Son of God by nature 

 Jesus is uniquely and singularly the Son of God - the only One of His kind 

 

Nicene Creed (325 AD), also called Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed (381 

AD), a Christian statement of faith that is the only ecumenical creed because it is 

accepted as authoritative by the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-Catholicism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Eastern-Orthodoxy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglicanism
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and major Protestant churches. The Apostles’ and Athanasian creeds are accepted 

by some but not all of these churches. 

 

Nicene Creed1  

 

I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,. 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
1 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nicene-Creed 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Protestant-Heritage-1354359
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Apostles-Creed
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Athanasian-Creed

