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June 21, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

New People Tuned In Today 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

I have muted all microphones except mine 

That will minimize distracting noise during the session 

But please don’t hesitate to offer a comment or ask a question 

Just un-mute your microphone and get my attention 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

The Book of Daniel is unusual in that it is written in two languages: 1:1–2:4a 

and chapters 8–12 are in Hebrew, and 2:4b–7:28 is in Aramaic, the lingua franca 

of the prophet’s day. Hebrew was the language of God’s covenant people Israel, 

and Aramaic was the language of the Gentile world. 

Though the Book of Daniel is a single literary work, it has two major emphases. 

One has to do with God’s program for the Gentile nations. This is contained in 

2:4b–7:28. It was fitting that this prophecy concerning the Gentiles should be in 

their language. Hence the prophet used Aramaic in that portion of the book. 

The second major emphasis is on the nation Israel and the influence or effect 

of the Gentiles on Israel. This theme is developed in 1:1–2:4a and chapters 8–12. 

Therefore it was fitting that Daniel wrote those portions in Hebrew, the language 

of the Jews.1 

 

Daniel 8:1–27  

1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the 

one that had already appeared to me.  

 His vision of chapter 7 happened in King Belshazzar’s first year 

 

2 In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the 

vision I was beside the Ulai Canal.  

 On our map Susa is directly east of Babylon about 300 miles 

 So why does Susa sound so familiar ? 

 
1 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 1324). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=VolumePage.V+1%2c+p+1324
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Esther 1:1–2 – Susa is prominent in the book of Esther  

1 This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 

127 provinces stretching from India to Cush:  

2 At that time King Xerxes reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa,  

 Xerxes is Persian for the Hebrew Ahasuerus 

We find the name of Susa 17 times in the Book of Esther 

 A century after Daniel had this vision Xerxes the Persian king built a 

  Magnificent palace in Susa 

 That is where the events of Esther happened 

 That is also where Nehemiah was cup bearer for King Artaxerxes in Susa 

 

Nehemiah 1:11–2:1 – Nehemiah had heard how bad it was in Jerusalem  

11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the 

prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant 

success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.”   I was 

cupbearer to the king.  

Nehemiah 2 

1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine 

was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king.  . . . .  

 

Daniel 8 

3  I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside 

the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other 

but grew up later.  

 Long horns indicate great power  

 These could indicate Media and Persia 

 One was longer – more power like Persia 

 Remember that Persia (Cyrus) besieged Babylon and then Cyrus  

appointed Darius the Mede to be king 

 And so the Persians were actually the stronger of the Medes and Persians 

 Like Daniel’s previous vision where the bear was raised up on one side 

 

4 I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. 

No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. He 

did as he pleased and became great.  

 This ram was invincible – he did as he pleased 

 

5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between 

his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the 

ground.  

 This goat represents Alexander the great of Greece 

 The single horn means that all the power resides in Alexander 
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 Without touching the ground = great speed of his campaign 

 Look at the map again 

 Alexander began taking over the world in 334 BC 

 He died in 323 BC 

 All of his massive empire was taken in 11 years 

 So he crossed “the whole earth without touching the ground” 

 He came, he saw, he conquered 

 Then he wept for there were no more worlds to conquer 

 

6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and 

charged at him in great rage.  

 He saw the great palace in Susa and he attacked 

 

7 I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his two 

horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to the 

ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power.  

 He shattered the two horns – defeating the king 

 

8 The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was 

broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds 

of heaven.  

 The more he won battles the more his power grew 

But in 325 BC he was wounded at his height at the  

eastern edge of his empire 

 And two years later he died of malaria and alcoholism at  

33 years old in the city of Babylon 

 His four generals then split up his empire 

 They were not united or strong and so they grew toward the four winds 

 

9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power 

to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land.  

 This horn (perhaps a king) grew up 

 It grew in power toward Israel = the Beautiful Land 

 

10 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the 

starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.  

 The host of the heavens seems to be the people of Israel 

 Some of those of Israel were thrown down and trampled 

 

11 It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily 

sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low.  

 The horn set himself up as king of Israel by force 

 Then it stopped their daily sacrifices 
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 And then it desecrated the temple = brought low 

 

12 Because of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given 

over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.  

 This rebellion sounds like the rebellion of Israel against God 

 As a result Israel was given over to this self-proclaimed king 

 Truth (God’s Word ?) was thrown to the ground 

 

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How 

long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily 

sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary 

and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?”  

 One angel asked a second angel – How long ? 

 

14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary 

will be reconsecrated.”  

 We will see the meaning of 2300 days later in this chapter 

This vision was many years into his future 

 

15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there 

before me stood one who looked like a man.  

 This seems to be one of the holy ones of verse 13 

 

16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the 

meaning of the vision.”  

 Then we hear that the second holy one is Gabriel the archangel 

 

17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell 

prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns the 

time of the end.”  

 As Gabriel approached Daniel he was terrified and fell down 

We don’t know exactly what “time of the end” refers to except future 

 

Ezekiel 2:1–2 – God called Ezekiel son of man 

1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.”  

2 As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him 

speaking to me.  

 93 times God refers to Ezekiel as son of man 

 These seem to be indicating the distance between man and God 

 

Matthew 8:20 – Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man  

20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 

of Man has no place to lay his head.”  
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 We find Jesus calling Himself the Son of Man pointing to Messiah and 

  Highlighting that he is truly and fully Man 

 Times listed in Matthew = 29,  Mark = 14,   Luke = 24,   John = 13 

 

Daniel 8 

18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the 

ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.  

 Daniel was in a deep sleep = perhaps he had fainted 

 Then Gabriel touched him and raised him 

 

19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, 

because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.  

 The vision was about later events – after Daniel 

 The time of wrath could be the Great Tribulation 

 Most likely it means the times of the Gentiles 

 The times of the Gentiles goes from the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC to the 

  Second Coming of Christ at the beginning of the Millennium  

 Israel’s disobedience brought God’s wrath and discipline during this time 

 

20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia.  

 Media and Persia were a joint empire 

  

Daniel 8 

3  I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside 

the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other 

but grew up later.  

 The longer horn was the stronger king of Persia 

 But the Persian strength came later than the Media strength 

 Persia rose later than Media in 559 BC 

 Media had risen to power centuries earlier than Persia 

 Even though rising later Persia overshadowed Media 

 Remember that Persia (Cyrus) defeated Babylon and killed Belshazzar 

 Then Cyrus appointed Darius the Mede as king of Babylon 

 Persia extended its empire north, south and west with a vast  

army of more than 2 million soldiers 

 

Daniel 8 

21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is 

the first king.  

 This king would be Alexander the Great of Greece 

 So here the goat is the king and the large horn is also the first king 

 This seems to be the exercise of poetic license in visions 
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Daniel 8 – Alexander was enraged at the Medes and Persians 

5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between 

his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the 

ground.  

6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and 

charged at him in great rage.  

 It is said that Alexander was enraged and furious at the Medes and 

  Persians for having taken Marathon and Salamis which were 

  Greek cities near Athens 

 That rage launched him on his campaign in 334 BC 

 

Daniel 8 

22 The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four 

kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power.  

 Alexander had no heir to succeed him and so his empire was  

divided between his 4 generals 

 None of them had the power of Alexander 

 

23 “In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, 

a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise.  

 Toward the end of the reign of the four Greek kings a different 

  King will emerge – wicked, stern and evil 

 

24 He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause 

astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the 

mighty men and the holy people.  

 This king will subjugate Israel 

 

25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When 

they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of 

princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.  

 Antiochus Epiphanes arose with supernatural help 

 He will die by supernatural intervention – he went insane 

 

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but 

seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.”  

 Seal the book for now 

 Gabriel told Daniel to seal up the vision meaning to conclude it and 

  Not to keep it secret 

 Daniel wrote it down under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

The king referred to here is known as Antiochus IV Epiphanes. After 

murdering his brother, who had inherited the throne in the Seleucid dynasty, he 

came to power in 175 B.C. In 170 B.C. Ptolemy VI of Egypt sought to recover 

territory then ruled over by Antiochus. So Antiochus invaded Egypt and defeated 

Ptolemy VI and proclaimed himself king in Egypt. This was his growth “in power 

to the south” (v. 9). On his return from this conquest, trouble broke out in 

Jerusalem so he decided to subdue Jerusalem (“the Beautiful Land,” v. 9; cf. 

11:16, 41). The people were subjugated, the temple desecrated, and the temple 

treasury plundered. 

From this conquest Antiochus returned to Egypt in 168 but was forced by 

Rome to evacuate Egypt. On his return he determined to make the land of Israel a 

buffer state between himself and Egypt. He attacked and burned Jerusalem, killing 

multitudes (cf. 8:10). The Jews were forbidden to follow the Mosaic Law in 

observing the Sabbath, their annual feasts, and traditional sacrifices, and 

circumcision of children (cf. v. 11). Altars to idols were set up in Jerusalem and 

on December 16, 167 B.C. the Jews were ordered to offer unclean sacrifices and 

to eat swine’s flesh or be penalized by death. (Though his friends called him 

Epiphanes [“the Illustrious One”] no wonder the Jews called him Epimanes [“the 

Madman”].) (For more on the role of Antiochus IV Epiphanes see comments on 

11:21–35.) 

Antiochus’ desecration of the temple was to last 2,300 evenings and mornings 

before its cleansing (8:14). Some take the 2,300 evenings and mornings to mean 

2,300 days, that is, a little more than six years. In this interpretation, the six years 

were from Antiochus’ first incursion into Jerusalem (170 B.C.) to the refurbishing 

and restoring of the temple by Judas Maccabeus in late 164. A second 

interpretation seems preferable. Rather than each evening and each morning 

representing a day, the reference may be to evening and morning sacrifices, which 

were interrupted by Antiochus’ desecration (cf. “the daily sacrifice,” vv. 11–21). 

With two sacrifices made daily, the 2,300 offerings would cover 1,150 days or 

three years (of 360 days each) plus 70 days. This is the time from Antiochus’ 

desecration of the temple (December 16, 167 B.C.) to the refurbishing and 

restoring of the temple by Judas Maccabeus in late 164 and on into 163 B.C. when 

all the Jewish sacrifices were fully restored and religious independence gained for 

Judah. Whichever interpretation it is that one accepts, the figure of 2,300 was a 

literal one and so the time period was literally fulfilled. 

There is no question among expositors that Antiochus is in view in this 

prophecy. What was prophesied was fulfilled literally through him. However, the 

prophecy looks beyond Antiochus to a future person (the Antichrist) of whom 

Antiochus is only a foreshadowing. This coming one is said to “stand against the 

Prince of princes” (v. 25). This can be none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus 

the prophecy must go beyond Antiochus and look forward to the coming of one 

whose ministry will parallel that of Antiochus. 
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From Antiochus certain facts can be learned about the forthcoming desecrator: 

(1) He will achieve great power by subduing others (v. 24). (2) He will rise to 

power by promising false security (v. 25). (3) He will be intelligent and persuasive 

(v. 23). (4) He will be controlled by another (v. 24), that is, Satan. (5) He will be 

an adversary of Israel and subjugate Israel to his authority (vv. 24–25). (6) He will 

rise up in opposition to the Prince of princes, the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 25). (7) His 

rule will be terminated by divine judgment (v. 25). So it may be concluded that 

there is a dual reference in this striking prophecy. It reveals Israel’s history under 

the Seleucids and particularly under Antiochus during the time of Greek 

domination, but it also looks forward to Israel’s experiences under Antichrist, 

whom Antiochus foreshadows.2 

 

Daniel 8 

27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and went 

about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond 

understanding.  

 Even after explanation – it is beyond understanding 

 But he did not have history or the New Testament for help 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, pp. 1357–1359). Wheaton, IL: Victor 

Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Da8.23-25&off=753&ctx=ersia+in+163+b.c.).%0a~The+king+referred+to

