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Dick Pitzer 

 

The Book of Genesis 

 

General 

Genesis is the book of beginnings 

 of the origin of the universe,  

 of the origin of mankind  

 of the intrusion of sin into the world,  

 of the catastrophic effects of its curse on the race, and  

 of the beginnings of God’s plan to bless the nations through [His Messiah].1 

 

Genesis = stumbling block or comfort = anti-supernatural or the Word of God 

 

Title 

Hebrew titles of books comes from the first word in the book 

Hebrew title = “In the beginning” = first word in Hebrew text 

With the Septuagint that tradition changed 

Septuagint = Translation of Jewish Scriptures from  

Hebrew into Koine (common) Greek 

Alexander the Great = 325 BC = made Greek the world language 

Also called the Greek Old Testament (abbreviated LXX) = by 70 translators in  

Alexandria, Egypt, about 250 BC 

Septuagint = Scriptures in use in Jesus time 

Our title of Genesis comes from Genesis 2:4 in the Septuagint translation 

 “This is the book of the ge-nes’-e-ōs of heaven and earth.” 

Transliteration of geneseos to Genesis 

Hebrew word “toledot” is a key word in Genesis  

 Toledot = “This is the account of . . .” = “These are the generations of . . .” 

 

Author 

Moses was traditionally accepted as author up till the early Christian era 

Then either Moses or Ezra was thought to be the author 

But in the 1700’s = era of enlightenment = age of reason = nothing supernatural 

And other humanistic theories 

Conservative and traditional view is Moses = supported by Jesus and Scriptures 

The real Author is God Himself – He inspired the Scriptures 

God must have revealed to Moses all the information about creation 

 
1 Ross, A. P. (1985). Genesis. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 15). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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Genesis 1  

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

 Before anything existed – before time 

 Earliest beginning we can imagine 

 Scripture does not explain God or defend Him 

 Simply “God is” 

 God was there “before the beginning” – eternal  

 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

 God created heaven and earth from nothing 

 Created = bara = means out of nothing but is not limited to that 

It also sometimes means “formed as new and perfect” or  

made from something else 

 

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 

deep . . . . 

 There are two understandings of this 

One is that perhaps this was part of the first day of creation 

 God created the earth and immediately created light and 

  Began to refine his creation of earth 

A second thought is that there was a time gap between verses 2 and 3 

 They would say that formless, empty, dark = Chaos, waste, void 

That does not sound like what God would do 

 Perhaps it indicates the result of sin and judgment  

 They say this could have been when Satan fell and sin entered the world  

 

Luke 10:17–18 – Jesus saw Satan fall 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to 

us in your name.”  

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  

 They would say that this was the circumstance when God began  

His renovation of the chaos, emptiness, and darkness 

 And God’s creation by decree begins in verse 3 

 Beginning with Gen 1:3 the earth is created or reformed as man knows it 

 Chaos, formless and empty is reversed in chapter 1 beginning with light 

 

 

Genesis 1 

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

 The Holy Spirit hovered over the chaos to prepare it for God’s creative work 
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Day 1 

 

Genesis 1  

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  

As we read the creation account – its simplicity and  

understatement is compelling 

 This is terrific understatement – I would sound trumpets 

 “And God said . . .” and it was so 

 His Word is powerful, elegant, and majestic 

 This led Israel to trust and obey their God 

 This account shames the bizarre creation stories of pagans 

 This light was not the sun or moon yet – that is on day 4 at verse 14 

 God’s light – no problem for Him – He had the shekinah glory 

 

4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  

 This separation is seen several times  

God is redeeming things from the chaos, emptiness and darkness 

 

5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the first day.  

 

The pattern for each of the days of Creation is established here. 

 (a) the creative word, 

 (b) the report of its effect, 

 (c) God’s evaluation of it as “good,”  

 (d) at times the sovereign naming, and  

 (e) the numbering of each day. 

 

Day has been interpreted best as a 24 hour period. 

“The Hebrew term yôm with an ordinal (first, second, etc.) adjective  

indicates a 24-hour day wherever this construction  

occurs in the Old Testament.” 

 Notice that Scripture does not say there was morning and evening 

 It immediately sets out the day as evening and morning 

 The Jews followed this pattern 

 Their day began at 6 PM and lasted till the following 6 PM 

 

 

Exodus 20:11 – Fourth commandment indicates a 24 hour day 

11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is 

in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy.  

 We should let Scripture interpret Scripture anytime we can 
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God began his “reforming” and perfecting work 

 He created natural and physical light 

 The light dispelled the darkness 

 We see the first usage of light vs. darkness = Perhaps good vs. evil 

 God began that separation looking toward eternity in heaven where  

there will be no darkness 

 

Revelation 22:5 – No darkness in heaven 

5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of 

the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and 

ever.  

 The Pentateuch was written for Israel so they would know of 

  Their beginnings and the world’s beginnings 

 Israel would know that God is light 

 He controls light and provides light 

 Later in the darkness of Egypt they had light 

 

Exodus 10:21–24 – Israel had light when all Egypt was dark 

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that 

darkness will spread over Egypt—darkness that can be felt.”  

22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness covered all 

Egypt for three days.  

23 No one could see anyone else or leave his place for three days. Yet all the 

Israelites had light in the places where they lived.  

 Do you think Pharaoh knew that the land of Goshen had light ? 

 

24 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship the LORD. Even your 

women and children may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds behind.”  

 It is amazing that after nine miraculous plagues on Egypt he refused them 

 

Exodus 13:21 – God’s light led Israel for 40 years 

21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their 

way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by 

day or night.  

Do you think that the pillar of fire over the Tabernacle was visible to 

the pagan nations all around the Israelites 

 

1 John 1:5 – God is light  

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all.  

 

Day 2 
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Genesis 1  

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water 

from water.”  

7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the 

water above it. And it was so.  

 He separated condensed water (on the earth) from vaporized  

water (in the clouds) 

 God’s work here is that of making divisions and distinctions 

 Working against chaos 

 

8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—

the second day.  

 This sky is likely what we see the birds flying around in 

 

Day 3 

 

Genesis 1 

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 

ground appear.” And it was so.  

10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” 

And God saw that it was good.  

 God gathered the terrestrial water and dry land appeared 

 Water had been created when land was created – chaos – and  

God separated them 

 

Job 38:8–11 – God teaches Job that He set the boundaries of the seas 

8 “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb,  

9 when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness,  

10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place,  

11 when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud 

waves halt’?  

 

Genesis 1  

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees 

on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it 

was so.  

 So far God has only created non-living things 

Here he creates vegetation with all the microscopic dependencies of cells 

and life processes like the nitrogen cycle and carbon dioxide cycle 
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12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and 

trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was 

good.  

 God created all the vegetation of the earth with all its reproductive capacity 

 

13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.  

 


