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June 28, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 9 

1 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made 

ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—  

 Remember that Cyrus the Persian defeated Babylon and killed Belshazzar 

 Then Cyrus appointed Darius the Mede to be king over Babylon 

 Babylon is where Daniel served Nebuchadnezzar for 39 years  

 Daniel was now about 83 years old 

 

Daniel 5 – Darius was appointed king of Babylon by Cyrus, the Persian 

30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain,  

31 and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.  

  

Daniel 9 

2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, 

according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the 

desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.  

 

Jeremiah 25:7–12 – Jeremiah prophesied Judah’s exile would last 70 years  

7 “But you did not listen to me,” declares the LORD, “and you have provoked me 

with what your hands have made, and you have brought harm to yourselves.”  

8 Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my 

words,  

9 I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar 

king of Babylon,” declares the LORD, “and I will bring them against this land 

and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely 

destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting 

ruin.  

10 I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride 

and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp.  

11 This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will 

serve the king of Babylon seventy years.  

12 “But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon 

and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the LORD, 

“and will make it desolate forever.  

 Daniel found in Jeremiah that Judah’s exile would be 70 years 

 Daniel could have calculated the end of 70 years from his deportation 
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 If Daniel was 17 at his deportation he would be 87 after 70 years 

 Since he was 83 now there would be 4 years more to go 

 He also found in Moses that God would restore Israel to Canaan 

 

Deuteronomy 30:1–5 – When you return to the Lord He will bring you back  

1 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and 

you take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the 

nations,  

2 and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him 

with all your heart and with all your soul according to everything I command 

you today,  

3 then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on 

you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.  

4 Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, 

from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back.  

5 He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take 

possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your 

fathers.  

 So Daniel began to earnestly pray to his God 

 

Daniel 9 

3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in 

fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.  

 He was very serious about his prayer 

 Fasting in sackcloth and ashes = mourning in grief or repentance 

 

4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great and awesome 

God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey his 

commands,  

 God is not a great big Santa Claus 

 He expects us to keep His covenant and to love and to obey Him 

 

5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we 

have turned away from your commands and laws.  

 Confession is a key part of prayer 

 We have to be honest with God 

 Even though we have been forgiven of all our sins we must still confess 

 We should be praying Daniel’s prayer about America 

 

6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to 

our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.  

 God had sent many prophets speaking in God’s name 

 And He has sent many of His people to speak to America in God’s name 
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7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the men of 

Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the 

countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you.  

8 O LORD, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered with shame 

because we have sinned against you.  

 All thinking people know that all the world is covered with shame 

 We see in Scripture that God is righteous and holy 

 Surely He is sad that He has made mankind in His image 

 We have brought disappointment to Him with our behavior 

 

9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled 

against him;  

 This is our only hope as we stand before our holy God that 

  He is merciful and forgiving 

 Much of the Old Testament is witness to His mercy and forgiveness 

 Israel was stiff-necked and stubborn and yet God never gave up on them 

 

10 we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us through 

his servants the prophets.  

 Not only has God given us His laws and commandments but 

  He gave them to us in writing in the Scriptures and 

  He has preserved those Scriptures for us for thousands of years 

 

11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you…. 

 And so has America and the world done the same 

 And do we think that we will be spared when we read that 

  He did not spare His chosen people that He redeemed from Egypt  

 

11  . . . . “Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of 

Moses, the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned 

against you.  

 God caused curses and judgments on them for sinning against Him 

 

 

 

Deuteronomy 28:15–20 – God warned that disobedience will bring curses  

15 However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow 

all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come 

upon you and overtake you:  

16 You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.  

17 Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.  
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18 The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the 

calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.  

19 You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.  

20 The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you 

put your hand to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the 

evil you have done in forsaking him.  

 

Deuteronomy 28:47–50 – God would use a foreign nation to punish  

47 Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time 

of prosperity,  

48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve 

the enemies the LORD sends against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck 

until he has destroyed you.  

49 The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the 

earth, like an eagle swooping down, a nation whose language you will not 

understand,  

50 a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young.  

 

Deuteronomy 28:36–37 – They would worship gods of wood and stone  

36 The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to a nation unknown 

to you or your fathers. There you will worship other gods, gods of wood and 

stone.  

37 You will become a thing of horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all 

the nations where the LORD will drive you.  

 

Daniel 9 

12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by 

bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been 

done like what has been done to Jerusalem.  

 God warned them that all this disaster would come upon them if  

  They turned away from God 

 No god has ever wiped out his own people and forsaken them 

 Those gods have no power and cannot demand obedience 

 

13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, 

yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our sins 

and giving attention to your truth.  

 Our only hope is to turn from our sins and return to God 

 

2 Chronicles 7:13–14 – If God’s people will humble themselves and pray  

13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to 

devour the land or send a plague among my people,  
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14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven 

and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  

 

Daniel 9 

14 The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the LORD our God 

is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.  

 God did not hesitate to fulfill His word because He is righteous 

 Daniel says that Israel caused all this to come upon themselves 

  

 


