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July 5, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

 

Daniel 9 

15 “Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty 

hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have 

sinned, we have done wrong.  

 God redeemed Israel by 10 miraculous plagues 

 The God of Israel was above the Tabernacle in a pillar of fire and smoke 

 He parted the Red Sea and opened the Jordan River at flood stage 

 He fed Israel with manna and quail and provided water for 40 years 

 No other god made himself known in this way 

 And the pagan nations saw and heard what He did 

 But He also commanded obedience to His laws and regulations 

 

16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and 

your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities 

of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all 

those around us.  

 Daniel prays that since God is always righteous that He spare Jerusalem 

 That is the city where God chose to place His name and His Temple 

 The people of Israel are mocked by everyone 

 Everyone knows that God was not too weak to protect them 

 Everyone knows that God’s people rebelled against their God 

 Everyone knows that God has brought all this shame on His own people 

 

17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, 

O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary.  

 Notice that Daniel does not ask for God to act because Israel was worthy 

 And he does not even ask for the people to be relieved 

 He knows that God’s people deserve exactly what they are getting 

 He does not pray for the people but for God’s sanctuary – the Temple 

 He asks for God to act for His own sake – for His glory 

 

18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city 

that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are 

righteous, but because of your great mercy.  

 Again Daniel prays for Jerusalem – God’s city 
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He asks in view of God mercy 

 

19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my 

God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”  

 Finally Daniel asks for something for his people 

 He asks for forgiveness 

 But not for the people’s sake but for God’s sake and for His glory 

 

20 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my 

people Israel and making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill—  

 Daniel prays primarily for God’s holy hill – the site of Jerusalem 

 

21 while I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, 

came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice.  

 Daniel was in exile in Babylon and the Temple was destroyed so 

He could not be offering the evening sacrifice 

 But this was the TIME of the evening sacrifice 

 Perhaps this was one of the three times a day that Daniel prayed 

 

Daniel 6:7–10 – Three times a day Daniel prayed to God  

7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all 

agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone 

who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, 

shall be thrown into the lions’ den.  

8 Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be 

altered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot 

be repealed.”  

9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.  

10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home 

to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a 

day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he 

had done before.  

 The archangel Gabriel came to Daniel 

 The archangel Gabriel appears here and three other times in Scripture 

 Gabriel had interpreted Daniel’s vision of the furious goat 

 

Daniel 8:15–16 – Gabriel told Daniel the meaning of his vision 

15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there 

before me stood one who looked like a man.  

16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the 

meaning of the vision.”  
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Daniel 8:20–21 – Gabriel told Daniel the shaggy goat was king of Greece 

20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia.  

21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is 

the first king.  

 

Luke 1:18–20 – Gabriel announced the birth of John the Baptist  

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and 

my wife is well along in years.”  

19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 

been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.  

20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, 

because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper 

time.”  

 

Luke 1:26–28 – Gabriel announced the birth of Jesus, God’s Messiah  

26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,  

27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The 

Lord is with you.”  

 

Daniel 9 

22 He instructed me and said to me, “Daniel, I have now come to give you 

insight and understanding.  

 Gabriel wanted Daniel to understand the Scriptures 

 Jeremiah only addressed the future up to the end of the seventy years 

 Now Gabriel is going to address the time up to the Millennium 

 

23 As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell 

you, for you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and 

understand the vision:  

 This is what happens when God’s people pray 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14 – If God’s people will humble themselves and pray  

14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven 

and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  
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Daniel 9 

24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 

transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in  

 

everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most 

holy.  

 Some versions say Seventy weeks 

 Seventy weeks are decreed – it cannot be changed 

 Seventy weeks = most likely means seventy years 

 The nation Israel had not observed the sabbatical rest of the land 

 

Leviticus 25:1–5 – God had commanded sabbatical rest for the land  

1 The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai,  

2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land I am going 

to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD.  

3 For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and 

gather their crops.  

4 But in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the 

LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards.  

5 Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. 

The land is to have a year of rest.  

 And so God enforced a 70 year sabbath rest for the land 

 But Israel had not observed those sabbatical rests 

 Israel was in exile so their land made up for the missed Sabbatical rests 

 We in the west think in 10’s 

 But Daniel’s people thought in terms of 7’s 

 7 days in a week 

 7 years to the land’s sabbath rest 

 7 sevens (49 years) to the Year of Jubilee 

 So 70 sevens would be 490 years 

 

Daniel 9 

24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 

transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in 

everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most 

holy.  

 The visions of Daniel so far have dealt with the Gentile world 

 But the 490 year time span concerns Daniel’s people and Jerusalem 

 This verse indicates that 6 things will be accomplished 
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1 - God will finish Israel’s transgression 

  

At Christ’s second coming Israel will realize that He is God’s Messiah 

 The remnant of them will accept Him as their Savior 

 On the Day of Atonement Israel’s sins for the past year were atoned for 

 They were covered by the sacrificial blood but not taken away 

 

Hebrews 10:3–4 – Animal sacrificial blood did not take away sins  

3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins,  

4 because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  

 But when Christ shed His blood on the cross He took away sins 

 And when they believe in Him that will finish their transgression 

 

Romans 3:25–26 – God presented Christ as the sacrifice to take away sins  

25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He 

did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished—  

 God had left the sins of the Jews unpunished but covered 

 God demonstrated His justice by paying for their sins Himself 

 God punished Jesus Christ as our Substitute = all sins punished 

 And Christ’s shed blood on the cross satisfied God’s wrath against sins 

 

26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the 

one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

 God showed His justice by justifying those who have faith in Jesus 

 Since the price had been paid, God could justly forgive us our sins 

 

2 – God will put an end to sin 

 The Hebrew word for “put an end” really views punishment 

 God will accomplish expiation or propitiation or satisfaction for sins 

 Christ’s shed blood on the cross satisfied God’s wrath against sins 

 The punishment that we should have paid was paid by Christ 

 Likewise when Israel believes in Christ their sins will be paid for 

 And that will put an end to their sin 

 


