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The Book of Genesis 

 

 

Genesis 2  

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  

 Remember that the original Hebrew text had no chapters or verses 

 So man separated Genesis 1:31 and Genesis 2:1 

 

Genesis 2:2 – The Seventh Day 

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 

seventh day he rested from all his work.  

3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from 

all the work of creating that he had done.  

 Notice the word “seventh” used 3 times 

 Seven represents perfection – in the Revelation 

 God made the Sabbath day holy 

 Israel was to treat it as holy 

 The Sabbath was to be a sign of God’s covenant with Israel 

 

Exodus 31:12–14 – God commanded Israel at Sinai to observe the Sabbath 

12 Then the LORD said to Moses,  

13 “Say to the Israelites, ‘You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign 

between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am the 

LORD, who makes you holy.  

 A sign of the covenant between Israel and God 

 Sabbath = a sign showing Israel that He is the LORD 

 God’s desire was for Israel and for us to be holy 

 

14 “ ‘Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to you. Anyone who desecrates it 

must be put to death; whoever does any work on that day must be cut off from his 

people.  

 Observing the Sabbath was serious = death 

 Not observing the Sabbath was the same as rebelling against God’s rule 

Cut off means excommunicated – essentially a death sentence  

If you were in a nomad tribe and were excommunicated = no protection 

 Israel was to be a theocracy = under the rule of God 

 The Sabbath was a sign that Israel was a theocracy 

 Observation of the Sabbath was a test of Israel’s commitment to God 

 Also seen in the fourth of the 10 commandments 
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Exodus 20:8–11 – The fourth of the ten commandments 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  

9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  

10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 

any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or 

maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.  

11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is 

in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy.  

 In Genesis before the fall, the Sabbath represented rest after  

the perfect creation 

 God made the Sabbath holy = the day was holy and to be treated as such 

 This declaration of the Sabbath was long before Israel existed 

 We often think the Sabbath was instituted as part of the 10 commandments 

 But here at creation, God instituted the Sabbath 

 It was an offer for His people to enter His rest 

 Moses followers were to enter God’s rest on the Sabbath 

 Moses followers were to enter God’s rest in Canaan 

 Christians too will enter God’s rest in heaven 

 His rest is for each generation of the faithful 

 

Hebrews 4:1–2 and 11–12 – Entering God’s Rest 

1 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that 

none of you be found to have fallen short of it.  

 Hebrews was written about 35 years after the crucifixion 

 The promise still stands 

 

2 For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message 

they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it 

with faith.  

 The gospel is about God’s special love to those who have faith 

 Those who demonstrated no faith died in the wilderness during the 40 years 

 

11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by 

following their example of disobedience.  

 “Let us . . . .” = written to Christians 35 years after the crucifixion 

 We must have faith in God and obey Him = making every effort 

 

12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 

thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  

 The written word of God is living and active 

 We must hear and obey the word of God 
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 He knows our hearts  

 He knows everything = omniscient 

 He knows how to judge us = He is the righteous Judge 

 

This Ends the Creation Account 

 Remember that there were no chapter and verse divisions in 

  The original Hebrew manuscripts 

 

Genesis 2 

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When 

the LORD God made the earth and the heavens—  

 A repeated word in Genesis = Toledot = “This is the account of . . .” 

 This is what happened to them when they were created 

 Notice the change from “God” to “the Lord God” 

 Moving from the Sovereign Creator to the Covenant Keeping Master 

 

5 and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field 

had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was 

no man to work the ground,  

 The situation was 

  no life 

  no growth 

  no rain 

  no one to work the ground 

 Notice how sterile it was – sounds like Genesis 1:2 

 

Genesis 1:2 – A very sterile environment like Genesis 2:5  

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

 Also sterile but God was about to work 

 

Genesis 2 

6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the 

ground—  

 God was in control 

 The word “streams” can also mean “mist” 

 Verse 5 clearly says that there had been no rain so “mist” is probably better 

 

7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.  

 The word for formed is similar to an artistic creating 

 Like a potter making a vessel from clay = God formed man 
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 All other creations were done by God’s decree – “Let there be . . .” 

 But man was formed by God – as if by God’s hands 

 Man was God’s special creation – “in God’s own image” – formed by God 

 Hebrew word for Adam is “adam” – similar word for ground is “adamah” 

 Man was special but still just a clay figure until . . .  

 God breathed life = physical life = breath and soul = into man 

 God also breathed life = spiritual life = a spirit = into man 

 So that man was able to have a relationship with God 

After the fall mankind needs the inbreathing of  

the Holy Spirit to commune with God 

 We will see in chapter 3 that Adam and Eve communed with God in  

The Garden of Eden in the cool of the day 

 

Genesis 3:8 – Adam and Eve heard God walking in the Garden of Eden  

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day,  . . . . 

 

Genesis 2 

8  . . . . Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he 

put the man he had formed.  

 God had prepared a perfect environment for man 

 This perfect garden was where man’s obedience to God would be tested 

 Tradition says that the Garden of Eden was located at 

  The place where the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers met 

 

9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that 

were pleasing to the eye and good for food.  . . . 

 The garden was a special creation for the first humans 

 For beauty and for food and for enjoyment 

 But there were two very special trees 

 

9  . . . In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.  

 Tree of life = it’s fruit would keep them from dying 

 Tree of knowledge of good and evil = it’s fruit would  

  cause them to experience life giving and life destroying things 

 Knowledge = experiencing and being able to decide for themselves 

 

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into 

four headwaters.  

11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, 

where there is gold.  

12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.)  
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13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of 

Cush.  

14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur. 

And the fourth river is the Euphrates.  

 Tigris river east of Assyria 

 Euphrates river bordering Mesopotamia 

 Historically it is believed that this is the birthplace of mankind 

 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 

take care of it.  

 Caretaker of the garden 

 

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 

the garden;  

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat of it you will surely die.”  

 God’s simple and single command 

 God commanded man and not woman – she had not been formed yet 

 Surely die = both physically and spiritually 

 This warning about disobedience and death would resonate with Israel as 

  They were looking over the Jordan River toward Jericho 

 Moses was giving them the “Second Law” = Deuteronomy 

 They had just spent 40 years in the wilderness due to disobedience at 

  Kadesh Barnea when they refused to enter Canaan 

 Death was the result – everyone over 20 years old died there 

 

  


