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July 19, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 9 

25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem  . . . .  

 There were actually 4 decrees issued about Jews returning to Judah 

 The first decree to rebuild the Temple was issued by Cyrus in 538 BC 

  

2 Chronicles 36:22–23 -  Cyrus decreed that the Temple be rebuilt 

22 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the 

LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to 

make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing:  

 

23 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “ ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has 

given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a 

temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone of his people among you—may 

the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.’ ”  

 This first decree was specifically for the Temple 

 The second decree was issued by Darius I in 520 BC – 18 years later 
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Ezra 6:6–12 – This decree affirmed the first decree to be valid  

6 Now then, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and 

you, their fellow officials of that province, stay away from there.  

7 Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God. Let the governor of the 

Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God on its site.  

8 Moreover, I hereby decree what you are to do for these elders of the Jews in 

the construction of this house of God: The expenses of these men are to be fully 

paid out of the royal treasury, from the revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the 

work will not stop.  

9 Whatever is needed—young bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt offerings to the 

God of heaven, and wheat, salt, wine and oil, as requested by the priests in 

Jerusalem—must be given them daily without fail,  

10 so that they may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven and pray for 

the well-being of the king and his sons.  

11 Furthermore, I decree that if anyone changes this edict, a beam is to be pulled 

from his house and he is to be lifted up and impaled on it. And for this crime his 

house is to be made a pile of rubble.  

12 May God, who has caused his Name to dwell there, overthrow any king or 

people who lifts a hand to change this decree or to destroy this temple in 

Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. Let it be carried out with diligence.  

 This was actually a confirmation of the first decree and provision of 

  Supplies for the rebuilding of the Temple and sacrifices 

 Both of these two decrees had to do with rebuilding the Temple 

 The third decree was issued by Artaxerxes in 457 BC – 63 years later 

 This decree had to do with the financing of sacrifices at the Temple 

 

Ezra 7:11–26 – This third decree financed the sacrifices at the Temple  

12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, To Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law of the God 

of heaven: Greetings.  

13 Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests and 

Levites, who wish to go to Jerusalem with you, may go.  

14 You are sent by the king and his seven advisers to inquire about Judah and 

Jerusalem with regard to the Law of your God, which is in your hand.  

15 Moreover, you are to take with you the silver and gold that the king and his 

advisers have freely given to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem,  

16 together with all the silver and gold you may obtain from the province of 

Babylon, as well as the freewill offerings of the people and priests for the temple 

of their God in Jerusalem.  

17 With this money be sure to buy bulls, rams and male lambs, together with 

their grain offerings and drink offerings, and sacrifice them on the altar of the 

temple of your God in Jerusalem.  
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18 You and your brother Jews may then do whatever seems best with the rest of 

the silver and gold, in accordance with the will of your God.  

19 Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to you for worship 

in the temple of your God.  

20 And anything else needed for the temple of your God that you may have 

occasion to supply, you may provide from the royal treasury.  

21 Now I, King Artaxerxes, order all the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates to 

provide with diligence whatever Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law of the God 

of heaven, may ask of you—  

22 up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundred cors of wheat, a hundred baths of 

wine, a hundred baths of olive oil, and salt without limit.  

23 Whatever the God of heaven has prescribed, let it be done with diligence for 

the temple of the God of heaven. Why should there be wrath against the realm of 

the king and of his sons?  

24 You are also to know that you have no authority to impose taxes, tribute or 

duty on any of the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple servants or other 

workers at this house of God.  

25 And you, Ezra, in accordance with the wisdom of your God, which you 

possess, appoint magistrates and judges to administer justice to all the people of 

Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws of your God. And you are to teach any 

who do not know them.  

26 Whoever does not obey the law of your God and the law of the king must 

surely be punished by death, banishment, confiscation of property, or 

imprisonment.  

 None of these three decrees address rebuilding Jerusalem 

 Rebuilding the Temple without city walls around Jerusalem would 

  Not be a threat to the authority of the Persians 

 So none of these three decrees would begin the 490 years 

 The fourth decree was issued by Artaxerxes in 444 BC – 13 years later 

 This granted the Jews permission to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem 

 

Nehemiah 2:1–8 – This fourth decree would begin the 490 years  

1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine 

was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad 

in his presence before;  

2 so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? 

This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” I was very much afraid,  

3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not 

look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates 

have been destroyed by fire?”  

4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of 

heaven,  
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5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found 

favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are 

buried so that I can rebuild it.”  

 So Nehemiah specifically asked to rebuild the city 

 

6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will 

your journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; 

so I set a time.  

7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of 

Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in 

Judah?  

8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest, so he will give 

me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the 

city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of 

my God was upon me, the king granted my requests.  

 This decree is the one referred to in Daniel 9:25 

 This decree would begin the 490 years 

  

Daniel 9 

25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes,  . . . . 

 The end of the prophecy is the appearance of the Anointed One, the Ruler 

 This refers to Christ Himself at His Second Coming 

 God the Father anointed Christ at His baptism 

 But the anointing here refers to God’s anointing of His Ruler of  

the Millennial Kingdom at Christ’s Second Coming and 

not His First Coming. 

 Here Christ will be installed as King and will end the 490 years 

 

25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 

‘sevens,’  . . . .  

 This 490-year period is divided into three segments 

  

First segment of 490 years = 49 years 

Seven sevens = 49 years and probably refers to the time to  

rebuild Jerusalem = 444 to 395 BC 

  

Nehemiah 6:15–16 – Nehemiah completed rebuilding the wall in 52 days  

15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days.  



5 

 

16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were 

afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had 

been done with the help of our God.  

 Although it took only 52 days to complete rebuilding the wall it  

  Would take much longer to clear debris and rebuild the  

Buildings and houses and streets with their trenches 

 

Daniel 9 

25 “Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 

‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’  . . . .  

 

 


