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The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

Genesis 1–2 recorded what God said;  

now the serpent (the devil, Rev. 20:2) spoke.  

The word of the Lord brought life and order;  

the word of the serpent brought chaos and death.  

Truth is older than falsehood;  

God’s word came before Satan’s lies.1 

  

Genesis 2:25 – Adam’s and Eve’s nakedness indicated their naivete 

25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.  

 Their nakedness indicates that they were unaware of evil 

 They were naïve and easily tricked 

 A bit like the innocence of children = easy to deceive or trick 

 Satan was well versed in evil and he took advantage of them 

 Their temptation by the devil was easy and sure to succeed 

  

Genesis 3 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had 

made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any 

tree in the garden’?”  

 Notice in all of Gen 3 it is the serpent speaking, deceiving, and being judged 

 Not once is this deceiver called Satan 

 And yet we can be certain that the serpent was possessed by Satan 

 We also know that a serpent does not talk – it was Satan talking 

 We also know that a serpent does not reason logically but follows instinct 

And yet the serpent made a deceitful case against God to deceive the woman 

 The serpent was the most crafty of the wild animals 

  I suspect the pre-possession serpent was just like all the wild animals 

  But he was more crafty only after he was possessed by Satan 

  He was crafty and shrewd and subtle 

  These traits are not evil in themselves but Satan used them for evil 

 Satan started with a question 

  “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

 What was the implication ? 

  “Did God really mean, You must not  . . . . ?” 

  “Can you really take God at His actual word or did He mean . . . . ?” 

 Satan also tempted Eve who did not actually hear what God said 

 
1 Ross, A. P. (1985). Genesis. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 32). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Ge3.1-7&off=210&ctx=onment+or+heredity.%0a~Genesis+1%E2%80%932+recorded
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  Satan tempted Eve and not Adam (who was given the command) 

 

Genesis 2:15–17 – God’s command to Adam was before Eve was created 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 

take care of it.  

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 

the garden;  

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat of it you will surely die.”  

 God gave Adam the one command before Eve was created 

 God created Eve in Genesis 2:22 

 Adam was with Eve when she was deceived by Satan 

  

Genesis 3:6 – Adam was with Eve and he also ate the fruit  

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 

the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 

gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  

 Adam seemed to be an uninvolved observer during the temptation 

 We don’t know why Adam did not speak up during these interchanges 

 And Eve had only heard from Adam what God’s command was 

 So her responses to Satan were somewhat hearsay 

 But Adam was not deceived as Eve was 

 

1 Timothy 2:13–14 – Eve was deceived but Adam was not deceived  

13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  

14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and 

became a sinner.  

 And so Adam was more guilty than Eve for not stepping in 

 

Genesis 3 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,  

3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”  

 She added to the word of God 

 God’s word is sacred so we must not try to change it 

  

Genesis 2:16–17 – Compare God’s command to Eve’s statement  

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 

the garden;  

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat of it you will surely die.”  

 Free to eat from any tree vs  

free to eat from the trees 
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 Don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil vs  

  Don’t eat from the tree in the middle of the garden 

 When you eat of it you will surely die vs  

you will die 

 She did not know the command very well or did not want to 

 Christ gained victory over Satan by His precise knowledge of Scripture 

 

4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  

 Notice that Satan knew the command precisely even 

  Though Eve did not quote it precisely 

 Satan tells a lie here 

 Jesus called him the father of lies 

 Tempting her to doubt God’s word 

 Telling her that God lies 

 Also tempting her with = “You can sin and get away with it” 

 But death is the penalty for sin  

 

Genesis 2:17 – Sin (disobey God) and you will SURELY die  

17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat of it you will surely die.”  

 

Romans 6:23 – Your payment for sinning will be death  

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  

 

Genesis 3 

5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

 Casting doubt on God’s character 

 “God is holding you back from something good” 

 You can be like God – the offer of becoming divine 

This is how Satan fell – he wanted to replace God 

You can be master of your own life 

 You don’t have to let God make rules for you 

 You can make your own decisions 

 

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 

the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. . . . .  

 The tenth commandment is “Thou shalt not covet” 

 Eve coveted that good food 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

Physical practicality (good for food),  

aesthetic beauty (pleasing to the eye), and  

the potential for gaining wisdom—to be “in the know”— 

these draw a person over the brink once the barrier of punishment is supposedly 

removed.1 

 

 John wrote about the 3 sins of the world 

 

1 John 2:15–16 – The sins of the world system 

15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him.  

 This world is different from the world that God loved in John 3:16 

 This is the anti-God world system controlled and ruled by Satan 

 Love for God and love for the world are incompatible 

 

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 

boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.  

 Lust of the flesh = self-gratification vs holiness 

 Lust of the eyes = desire for more and more vs contentment 

 Pride of life = self-aggrandizement vs humility 

 

Genesis 3 

6 . . . .  she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 

her, and he ate it.  

 Since he was with her = he heard all the serpent had to say 

 He was lazy or uninterested and did not participate 

 But he ate the fruit and sinned with his wife 

 She was deceived and sinned 

 Adam was not deceived but was disobedient and he sinned 

  

 


