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August 16, 2020 

 

The Book of Daniel 

 

Daniel 10 

20 So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to 

fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come;  

 Gabriel had come to tell Daniel the future of Israel for  

the rest of the 490 years 

 Prince of Greece is likely another demon coming during the  

time of Alexander the Great 

 

21 but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports 

me against them except Michael, your prince.  

 But before Gabriel leaves he has a bit more information for Daniel 

 This Book of Truth is likely “God’s record of truth including the Bible” 

 And Gabriel must return to his battle against the king and prince of Persia 

 Michael is the only one who supports Gabriel in this battle 

 We see in chapter 12 that Michael is Israel’s protector 

 

Daniel 12:1 – Most likely Michael is Israel’s protector  

1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. . .  

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

What is the Book of truth? It was probably “God’s record of truth in general, of 

which the Bible is one expression” (John F. Walvoord, Daniel: The Key to 

Prophetic Revelation, p. 250). The messenger was about to tell Daniel God’s 

plans for Israel under Persia and Greece (11:2–35) and later in the Tribulation 

(vv. 36–45) and the Millennium (12:1–4).1 

 

Daniel 10 

21  . . . . (No one supports me against them except Michael, your prince.  

 

Daniel 11 

1 And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and 

protect him.)  

 So if “him” refers to Darius then Gabriel had a special  

relationship with Darius 

 
1 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 1367). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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 Somehow Gabriel supported and protected Darius 

 Or “him” could refer to Michael and in that case Gabriel supported  

Michael in return for Michael supporting Gabriel. 

  

2 “Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and 

then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others.  . . . .  

 Cyrus was the current king of Persia and four would follow 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

The angel informed Daniel that the present leadership in the Persian Empire  

would be succeeded by four rulers.  

1 - Cambyses, Cyrus’ son, who came to the throne in 530 B.C.  

2 - Pseudo-Smerdis, who reigned a short period in 522 B.C.  

3 - Darius I Hystaspes who ruled from 521 to 486 B.C.  

4 - Xerxes, (Ahasuerus in the Book of Esther), who ruled from 485 to 465 B.C.  

. . . . .   

Xerxes was the most powerful, influential, and wealthy of the four.  

During his reign he fought wars against Greece.1 

 Here we see prophecy predicted and fulfilled in world history 

 

Daniel 11 

2 “Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and 

then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others.  When he has gained 

power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece.  

 Not only did Xerxes fight against Greece but he stirred up other  

nations against Greece as well 

 

3 Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he 

pleases.  

 Then Alexander the Great will appear and will be invincible 

 His anger and wrath for what Persia did against Greece would  

drive him to conquer the known world 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

The mighty king was Alexander whose rise had been foreshadowed by  

(a) the bronze belly and thighs of Nebuchadnezzar’s image (Daniel 2:32, 39b),  

(b) the winged leopard (Daniel 7:6), and  

(c) the prominent horn of the goat (Daniel 8:5–8).  

Between 334 and 330 B.C. Alexander conquered Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, and  

the land of the Medo-Persian Empire.  

His conquests extended as far as India.1 

 We saw the map of Alexander’s exploits previously 
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 Here again we see prophecy predicted and fulfilled in world history 

 

Daniel 11 

4 After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward 

the four winds of heaven. It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the 

power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others.  

 Following Alexander’s exploits by about seven years he died of  

malaria and alcoholism 

 He had no descendants to receive his empire 

 In fact his empire was divided among his four generals 

 This division was prophesied by  

  1 – the four heads of a leopard (Daniel 7:6) 

  2 – the four horns on the goat (Daniel 8:8) 

 Alexander’s empire was then characterized by division and weakness 

 Here again we see prophecy predicted and fulfilled in world history 

  

5 “The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will 

become even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power.  

 The kings of the South refers to the Ptolemies who ruled over Egypt 

 The kings of the North refers to the Seleucids who ruled over Syria 

 Verses 5 thru 20 gives details of conflict between them 

 This king of the South and his commander were both generals under 

Alexander the Great 

 

6 After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the 

South will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she will not retain 

her power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be handed 

over, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported 

her.  

 There was a time when these two generals of Alexander, the Great, 

became allies and the king of the South gave his daughter in  

marriage to the king of the North 

But the alliance failed due to much intrigue and murder which 

Included the death of daughter and father and others 

 

7 “One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces 

of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be 

victorious.  

 Her brother became king of the South and avenged the death of his sister 

 He was victorious over the king of the North 
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8 He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable articles of 

silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave the 

king of the North alone.  

 Her brother returned home with a huge amount of spoil 

 So he left the king of the North alone for a while 

 

9 Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but 

will retreat to his own country.  

 A humiliating defeat to add insult to injury to the king of the North 

 First he had been plundered and then he had to retreat in the next battle 

 

10 His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great army, which will sweep 

on like an irresistible flood and carry the battle as far as his fortress.  

 But his sons will make up for the humiliation of their father 

 Israel being between the two was occupied by one and then the other 

 This last battle will leave Israel in the hands of the  

king of the North – the Seleucids 

 

11 “Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and fight against the 

king of the North, who will raise a large army, but it will be defeated.  

 The king of the North will be defeated 

 

12 When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride 

and will slaughter many thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant.  

 When the northern army is carried off – the south will be filled with pride 

 The result will be unnecessary slaughter of thousands 

 But the pride will not last 

 

13 For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and 

after several years, he will advance with a huge army fully equipped.  

 Sounds like the king of the South is in trouble 

 

14 “In those times many will rise against the king of the South. The violent men 

among your own people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without 

success.  

 Violent men (many) from Israel will join with the king of the North 

 They were perhaps hoping for independence from both North and South 

 But their effort will fail 

 

15 Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will 

capture a fortified city. The forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even 

their best troops will not have the strength to stand.  
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 This “fortified city” is believed to be Sidon on the Mediterranean coast 

 Even the best of the king of the South will lose the battle 

 

16 The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. 

He will establish himself in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to 

destroy it.  

 Apparently the king of the North will “establish himself” in  

Israel – the Beautiful Land 

 Forcing Israel to accept him as their king 

 

17 He will determine to come with the might of his entire kingdom and will 

make an alliance with the king of the South. And he will give him a daughter in 

marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or 

help him.  

 Constant war is costly and so the king of the North sought peace 

 But this was a “forced” peace and alliance 

 He even gave his daughter in marriage seeking to  

overthrow the king of the South 

 But even that attempt at peace will fail 

 

18 Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, 

but a commander will put an end to his insolence and will turn his insolence 

back upon him.  

 This king of the North will make his move toward Europe 

 But Rome will send a general to turn him back 

 His goal was to reunify Alexander’s empire under himself 

  

19 After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country but will 

stumble and fall, to be seen no more.  

 This king of the North went back home and died about a year later 

 

20 “His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal splendor. In 

a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle.  

 This new king of the North (his successor) taxed his people heavily in 

  Order to pay tribute to Rome 

 But his own people rebelled and he was poisoned (not in battle) 

  

So verses 5 to 20 of this chapter reveal the repeated wars between  

The kings (Seleucids) of the North (Syria) and  

The kings (Ptolemies) of the South (Egypt) with  

Israel being caught in the middle each time 
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The following verses (21 – 35) describe Antiochus Epiphanes who 

  Ruled from 175 to 163 BC 

 He is given more ink than all the others before him combined 

 He is the little horn of Daniel 8:9-12 and 8:23-25 

 He also foreshadows the little horn of Daniel 7:8 who will  

desecrate and destroy the land of Israel 

 

21 “He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the 

honor of royalty. He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he 

will seize it through intrigue.  

 Antiochus Epiphanes is referred to by Gabriel as a contemptible person 

 He did not rise to be king by succession but by decreeing himself king 

 He invaded the kingdom meaning Israel 

 He took the name Epiphanes which means “illustrious one” 

 But the people nick named him Epimanes which means “madman” 

 

22 Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both it and a 

prince of the covenant will be destroyed.  

 He was allowed to be king because he apparently swept  

away an army invading Israel– perhaps the Egyptians 

 He also deposed a prince of the covenant – Onias III the high priest 

 

23 After coming to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only 

a few people he will rise to power.  

 He made an agreement with the prince of the covenant but  

  Acting deceitfully he deposed the prince 

 He apparently took his place as ruler with only a few people to help him 

 

24 When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve 

what neither his fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot 

and wealth among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of fortresses—but 

only for a time.  

 He apparently gained support from followers by buying their allegiance 

 He will deceitfully plot the overthrow of fortresses to gain their wealth 

 

25 “With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of 

the South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful 

army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him. 

26 Those who eat from the king’s provisions will try to destroy him; his army 

will be swept away, and many will fall in battle.  

 Intrigue in his own house caused defeat of the king of the South – Egypt  
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27 The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie 

to each other, but to no avail, because an end will still come at the appointed 

time.  

 The two kings will lie to each other about wanting peace 

 But it will fail because God is in control  

 At the appointed time “an end will still come” 

 

28 The king of the North will return to his own country with great wealth, but 

his heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action against it and 

then return to his own country.  

 The king of Syria will return home with great wealth 

 But he will take out his anger against the Mosaic “holy covenant” 

 Then he continued on his way toward home – Syria 

 

29 “At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but this time the 

outcome will be different from what it was before.  

30 Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart.  . . . . 

 Ships from Roman Empire were sent to protect Egypt 

 They carried a letter from the emperor to leave Egypt alone 

When Antiochus Epiphanes asked for time to consider – the Roman  

drew a circle in the sand around him and told him to  

decide before he stepped out of the circle 

 Antiochus was not about to declare war on Rome 

He “lost heart” and returned home humiliated 

 But on the way he vented his frustration on Israel 

 

30  . . . . Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He 

will return and show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant.  

 He will bribe some Israelites to forsake God’s holy covenant 

 And he has a large army to enforce his wrath against Israel 

 

31 “His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will 

abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes 

desolation.  

 His Gentile army will desecrate the Temple 

 Then he will abolish the daily sacrifice 

 And he will set up the abomination that causes desolation 

 He desecrated the Temple in 167 BC by erecting an altar to Zeus upon the  

altar of burnt offering and by the offering a pig on that altar 

 Eventually there came the Maccabean Revolt led by Judas Maccabeus 

 The result was the cleansing and consecration of the Temple in 164 BC  
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32 With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the 

people who know their God will firmly resist him.  

 Those who violate the covenant will be rewarded and they were 

 But there will be those who firmly resist him 

 But they will pay for their resistance probably with their lives 

 


