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Genesis 4:10 

10 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to 

me from the ground.  

11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth 

to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.  

12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be 

a restless wanderer on the earth.”  

13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear.  

14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your 

presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill 

me.”  

15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer 

vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one 

who found him would kill him.  

16 So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east 

of Eden.  

 Out from the LORD’s presence 

  In the world and of the world 

  Away from God’s blessing 

  God did not say this but Cain chose this 

 Nod means wandering 

 

Bible Knowledge Commentary 

Several Mosaic motifs were founded here:  

(1) Sacrifices should be offered to God from a heart of faith, and should be the best, 

the firstborn and first fruits (v. 4).  

(2) Israelites had responsibilities to their brothers—they were each others’ keepers 

and must not kill one another.  

(3) Homicidal blood polluted the land, crying out for vengeance—spilled blood 

raised its voice of accusation (v. 10).  

(4) Blood revenge was averted by God through protective care, just as later removal 

to a city of refuge would avert an avenger.  

(5) Punishment for guilt was at the foundation of Israel’s theocracy.  

(6) Life without God is a dangerous life without protection.  
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(7) Sometimes the elder was rejected in favor of the younger, turning the normative 

societal custom around.1 

 

Genesis 4  

17 Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain 

was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch.  

 This begins the account of Adam’s line through Cain = worldly 

 Cain had to have married one of his sisters – there were no other women 

 He lived in Nod = a land of wanderers away from the presence of God 

 

18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael 

was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech.  

 Lamech was the seventh from Adam through Cain 

 Lamech was probably the contemporary of righteous Enoch who 

  Was also the seventh from Adam but through Seth 

 

19 Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah.  

 There were plenty of women after seven generations 

 The world takes extra wives = not God’s plan 

 But the righteous also do this = Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon 

 

20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise 

livestock.  

 He began to raise livestock as Abel had done 

 The ground would not produce crops for him 

 Perhaps he was a wanderer who lived in tents 

 

21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play the harp and 

flute.  

 So here we see the culture developing with music 

 

22 Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze 

and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah.  

 Here is the development of forges and tool making from metals  

 And so we see the world prospering and advancing in different areas 

 But notice there is no mention of God in all their advancement 

 Cain had left the presence of the Lord 

 They now had a whole culture that was growing  

This blessing is evidence of God’s grace upon humanity 

 
1 Ross, A. P. (1985). Genesis. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 34). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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 But all this growth is under the influence of Satan  

This world is all they had and God blessed them in this world 

 The righteous should not envy their prosperity 

 In spite of prosperity, evil was advancing in this world system 

 As Israel heard and learned about their history and the world system they  

would remember that they were called to be a kingdom of priests 

 

Exodus 19:3–6 – The Israelites were to be a “kingdom of priests”  

3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and 

said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the 

people of Israel:  

4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 

wings and brought you to myself.  

 God said they experienced His power and care in freeing them from Egypt 

 He had brought them safely as if on eagles wings to God at Mt Sinai 

 

5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 

be my treasured possession.  . . . .  

 Notice that God is making a conditional covenant with Israel  

 If Israel will obey Him fully and keep His Covenant . . . . 

  Then Israel would be His treasured possession 

 

5  . . . .  Although the whole earth is mine,  

6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words 

you are to speak to the Israelites.”  

 If Israel would do their part in the covenant – then they would be  

a kingdom of priests and a holy nation 

 Israel’s mission in life was to be a “kingdom of priests” 

 But if Israel did not do their part – then God would be their worst enemy 

 

1 Peter 2:4–9 – The Church is to be a “kingdom of priests”  

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 

precious to him—  

 “As you come to Him” does not refer to our salvation experience 

 It refers to our sanctification experience = our personal habitual approach to 

  Him = our communion with our Lord and Savior 

 As we come day by day in true faith and trust in Him 

 The living Stone = an oxymoron  

 God has set Christ as the cornerstone in His spiritual building 

 But this Stone is living and working and drawing us to Himself 

 This living Stone was rejected by Israel’s religious leaders = crucifixion 

 But He was chosen by God to redeem mankind from eternity past 

He was chosen by God and precious to Him as His Own precious  
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Son of God = the Second Person of the Trinity 

 

5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

 We are like “little living stones” or little Christs 

 We are being built into a spiritual house and a holy priesthood 

 We are priests and we need no priest to intercede for us 

 We can approach God directly – as our Father 

 We offer sacrifices of “praise to God” and “doing good to others” 

 But we also offer ourselves as living sacrifices to God 

 

6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 

cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  

 Believers rely on Christ much as a building relies on its cornerstone 

 Jesus did not come on His own – the Father chose  

Him and sent Him into the world 

 This is a promise that believers will surely be vindicated 

 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,”  

 The Stone is precious to believers 

 But for the Jews – the Stone they rejected is the top and glorious  

Pinnacle in God’s kingdom 

 

8 and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They 

stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined 

for.  

 This Stone has become a stumbling stone and a rock to fall over 

 Unbelief and disobedience of the gospel message is their stumbling 

 God knew they would reject Christ and He predestined their stumbling 

 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.  

 We are a chosen people = God’s elect from before creation 

 We are also a royal priesthood – ministering to a lost and dying world 

 We encourage and lead sinners to Christ for salvation 

 We are a holy nation – living holy lives in a world where Satan rules 

 We stand out as different and people want to know why that is so 

 We are a people belonging to God – adopted by God – in the family of God 

 God’s purpose in causing all this is that we may declare the praises of  

  God Who called us from darkness into His wonderful light 

 


