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August 30, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

The Book of Daniel 

 

We chose the letters of 1 & 2 Thessalonians for out next study 

 

Daniel 11 

36 “The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above 

every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be 

successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined 

must take place.  

 Here Gabriel jumps ahead in time to the seven year Tribulation 

 Gabriel had been talking about Antiochus Epiphanes 

 Now he jumps to the king arising during the Tribulation 

 Both kings were very powerful and did as they pleased 

 This king will be successful until the time of wrath is completed 

 The time of wrath = the Tribulation Period = seven years 

 At the end of the Tribulation Satan will be dealt with 

 Because God has decreed that His wrath will be done then 

 Paul was very aware of the writings of Daniel 

  

2 Thessalonians 2:1–3 – Paul also wrote about the Tribulation Period  

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 

him, we ask you, brothers,  

2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter 

supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already 

come.  

 Paul uses the phrases “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and  

our being gathered to him” in referring to the Rapture 

 Considering their persecutions some thought the  

Rapture had already happened 

 Don’t be alarmed at these reports no matter where they come from 

  

3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to 

destruction.  

 Paul writes that two things must happen before the Rapture 

  1 – The rebellion (apostacy) occurs and 

  2 – The man of lawlessness is revealed 

 This man of lawlessness is doomed to destruction = Lake of Fire 
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1 Thessalonians 1:7–10 – Paul preached a pre-tribulation Rapture  

7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.  

8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—

your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to 

say anything about it,  

 Their faith in God is known by everyone everywhere 

 

9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how 

you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  

 Their lives showed that they had turned from idols to God 

 

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 

who rescues us from the coming wrath.  

 Paul had taught them about the Rapture of the church which 

  Would rescue Christians from God’s wrath in the Great Tribulation 

The Great Tribulation is when God pours His wrath on sinful men 

Paul claims that Jesus rescues Christians from God’s wrath 

So he taught that the Rapture must come before the Tribulation 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 – Christians will not experience the wrath of God 

9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 Therefore the Rapture must happen before the Great Tribulation 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 – Paul described the Rapture in detail  

13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to 

grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  

 Don’t worry about Christians who die before the Rapture 

 God knows how to take care of His own – And He will do that 

 

14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will 

bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  

 Jesus died and rose again and went to prepare a place for us 

 And since that time we are told in Scripture that the spirits of  

all Christians who die go immediately into the presence of Jesus 

And so we believe that when Jesus returns at the Rapture that God will  

bring with Jesus all those spirits of the dead Christians 

 

15 According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 

who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who 

have fallen asleep.  
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 We Christians who are still alive at the Rapture will not go to  

Jesus ahead of those spirits who died in Christ 

 They will already be with Jesus 

 

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first.  

 Three things will happen at the Rapture 

  Jesus will come down from heaven on the clouds 

  There will be a loud command to start the resurrection – Perhaps  

the command will be with the voice of the archangel 

  There will be a trumpet call of God 

  The dead in Christ will be resurrected first and  

their spirits will be joined with these bodies and  

they will rise first to meet Jesus in the air 

   

17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord 

forever.  

 All Christians who are still alive will be changed into their  

resurrection bodies and will be caught up (rapture) rising with the 

dead in Christ through the air to meet Jesus 

 

18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 – Paul wrote that those still alive will be changed  

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed—  

52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  

 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1–5 – Paul also wrote about the Tribulation Period  

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 

him, we ask you, brothers,  

2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter 

supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already 

come.  

3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to 

destruction.  
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 The man of lawlessness will be revealed halfway through the  

Tribulation Period when he breaks his covenant with Israel 

 That revelation will begin the Great Tribulation when  

God pours out His wrath on sinful mankind 

 

4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 

worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be 

God.  

 This sounds like what Gabriel told Daniel 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

This man is further described as the adversary of God. He will seek to replace 

the worship of the true God and all false gods with the worship of himself, and 

will proclaim himself to be God. The beast will tolerate the worship of no one 

or nothing but himself (cf. Rev. 13:5–8). He will set himself up on God’s throne 

in the inner sanctuary of God’s temple. This probably refers to a literal temple, 

but some suggest that it is a figurative reference to his occupying the most holy 

place in human worship, which rightfully belongs only to God. The early church 

fathers and several good modern-day commentators accept the literal view. This 

man is also called the “beast coming out of the sea” (Rev. 13:1–10), “a scarlet 

beast” (17:3), and simply “the beast” (17:8, 16; 19:19–20; 20:10). He is the 

Antichrist (1 John 2:18), a pseudo-Christ hostile to the Savior. He will be a real 

human being, not a principle or a system or a succession of individuals. Such a 

person has not yet been spotlighted on the stage of human history.1 

 

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things?  

 Paul reminds them that he had taught them these things before 

 Notice that God is in control of all of this 

 He allows all these things to happen – even the handing over of  

His saints to Satan for the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation 

 These saints will surely be those saved during the Tribulation Period 

  

 
1 Constable, T. L. (1985). 2 Thessalonians. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible 

Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 718). Wheaton, IL: 

Victor Books. 
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