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September 13, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

1 Thessalonians 

 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

The City of Thessalonica 

The city of Thessalonica flourished for hundreds of years, partly because of its 

ideal location. It was situated on the banks of a hospitable harbor in the Thermaic 

Gulf near the northwest corner of the Aegean Sea. In the Apostle Paul’s day it was 

the chief seaport of the Roman province of Macedonia. Thessalonica ranked with 

Corinth and Ephesus, the main ports of the provinces of Achaia and Asia, as a 

great shipping center. 

Thessalonica also enjoyed another advantage. The Egnatian Way, the main 

Roman road from Rome to the Orient via Byzantium (modern Istanbul), passed 

through the city. This put Thessalonica in direct contact with many other 

important cities by land as well as by sea. It was one of the most important centers 

of population in Paul’s day, occupying a strategic location both governmentally 

and militarily. 

Estimates of the population of Thessalonica in New Testament times place it 

at near 200,000 (Everett F. Harrison, Introduction to the New Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1964, p. 245). Most of the inhabitants 

were native Greeks, but many Romans also lived there. Orientals and Jews 

likewise populated the city. Wherever commerce flourished in the ancient world 

one would find Jewish businessmen. The Jewish synagogue in Thessalonica was 

influential; many Greek proselytes were present when Paul preached there (Acts 

17:4). 

First Thessalonians reflects the moral climate of the city. The pagan Greek 

religion of the largest segment of the population produced many forms of 

immorality but whetted the appetites of some for spiritual reality. Evidently the 

higher standards of Judaism attracted disillusioned Greeks, Romans, and Orientals 

to the synagogue. 

Thessalonica was built by Cassander in 315 B.C. near the site of an ancient city 

called Therma, named for the hot springs in the area. He chose this place for its 

excellent location and named it after his wife, Thessalonica, who was a half sister 

of Alexander the Great. Cassander was a Greek general under Alexander. 
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Many years later, when the Romans conquered the area (168 B.C.), they divided 

Macedonia into four districts and named Thessalonica the capital of one of these. 

In 146 B.C. the Romans reorganized Macedonia and made Thessalonica the capital 

of the new province which encompassed all four of the older districts. In 42 B.C. 

Thessalonica received the status of a free city from Anthony and Octavian (later 

called Caesar Augustus) because the Thessalonians had helped these men defeat 

their adversaries, Brutus and Cassius. The Romans ruled Thessalonica with a 

loose hand; though the Roman proconsul (or governor) lived there, no Roman 

troops were garrisoned in the city. The citizens were allowed to govern 

themselves, as in a Greek city-state, which they did through a group of five or six 

politarchs, a senate, and a public assembly. 

In World War I the Allies based soldiers in Thessalonica, and during the 

Second World War the Nazis extracted 60,000 Jews from the city and executed 

them. Thessalonica still exists today with a population near 300,000. It is called 

Salonica (or Thessaloniki).1 

 

Acts 16:6–12 – Paul visited Thessalonica on his 2nd and 3rd mission trips  

6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and 

Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the 

province of Asia.  

 See Large Map for Phrygia and Galatia 

 See Other Maps for Asia 

 Surely it seemed weird that God prevented them from preaching in Asia 

 

7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the 

Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.  

 See All Maps for Bithynia 

 

8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.  

 See Missionary Maps for Troas 

 

9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and 

begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  

 Visions and dreams were powerful to these missionaries 

 Perhaps this was how the Holy Spirit prevented them from Asia 

 

 
1 Constable, T. L. (1985). 1 Thessalonians. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible 

Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 687). Wheaton, IL: 

Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=VolumePage.V+2%2c+p+687&off=2762
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10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 

concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  

 They had no doubt that God was calling them to Macedonia 

 They were spiritually sensitive to what God was saying 

  

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next 

day on to Neapolis.  

 Samothrace was an island in the Agean Sea 

 

12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of 

that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.  

 

Acts 16:16–34 – What happened in Philippi  

16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl 

who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of 

money for her owners by fortune-telling.  

 She was possessed by Satan or by demons 

 

17 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants 

of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.”  

 Surely this was a sarcastic pronouncement 

 She was taunting Paul’s mission 

 Why else would Paul react like this 

 

18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he 

turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you 

to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.  

 She could no longer tell the future 

 

19 When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money 

was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to 

face the authorities.  

20 They brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and 

are throwing our city into an uproar  

21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”  

 So what were they claiming ? 

 Rather than Caesar worship and many pagan gods worshipped they were 

  Claiming only one God to worship and not Caesar 

 They claimed they were Jews but this was not new 

 

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates 

ordered them to be stripped and beaten.  
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23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the 

jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  

 If he allowed them to escape then he would be killed in their place 

 

24 Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their 

feet in the stocks.  

 As secure as he could make them 

 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 

the other prisoners were listening to them.  

26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the 

prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s 

chains came loose.  

 A miracle performed by Almighty God 

 No one could explain this 

 

27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his 

sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had 

escaped.  

28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”  

 Paul stopped him just in time 

 

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  

30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

 Perhaps he had heard what the slave girl had been saying -  

  “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are  

telling you the way to be saved.” 

 

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 

your household.”  

 They knew that all his household would be saved too 

 

32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his 

house.  

 They shared the gospel with the jailer and his household 

 All the hearers believed in Jesus and were saved 

 

33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 

immediately he and all his family were baptized.  

 Immediate baptism into the church 
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34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was 

filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.  

 They had faith in God and His Son and they were saved 

 

Acts 17:1–12  

1 When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.  

 See Maps for Amphipolis ad Apollonia and Thessalonica  

 Paul always went to the synagogue first because 

  They respected the OT Scriptures 

  They were familiar with its theological concepts 

  They shared his cultural practices 

 

2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days 

he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  

 This may mean that he was there only about 3 weeks 

 But others make the case for a 3 month stay 

 However long it was – Paul taught them a lot of deep doctrine as shown in 

  The questions they asked Paul after he left and which  

  He answered in his two letters to them 

  


