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September 20, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

1 Thessalonians 

 

Acts 17 – Paul arrives in Thessalonica and departs to Berea    

1 When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.  

2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days 

he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  

3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. 

“This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said.  

 The Christ (Greek) = The Messiah (Hebrew) 

 Jesus is the Messiah 

 Many Scriptures said that Messiah had to suffer and die 

 Many other Scriptures said that Messiah would be a great King forever 

 Most Jews could not reconcile these two things 

 They did not realize that the suffering would come at His first coming 

 But the powerful King referred to His second coming (Millennium) 

 

4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large 

number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.  

 God was producing fruit from Paul’s ministry 

 They joined Paul and Silas probably meaning they left the synagogue 

 

5 But the Jews were jealous;  . . . .  

 They had welcomed Paul into the synagogue 

 And now Paul was preaching the gospel and drawing their members away 

 The Jews became jealous 

 Their members were following this itinerant evangelist rather than them 

 

5  . . . . . so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a 

mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul 

and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd.  

 Paul had trouble with the Jews during his whole ministry 

 The Jews refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah 

 Paul was preaching that Jesus was the Messiah and 

  He was drawing Jews away from Judaism into Christianity 
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6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers 

before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over 

the world have now come here,  

7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s 

decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.”  

 When Jesus was crucified – Pilate put up the sign “The King of the Jews” 

 The Jews used this against Paul and the Christians 

 

8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into 

turmoil.  

9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.  

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On 

arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue.  

 Paul consistently went first to the synagogue in every city 

 He had a lot in common with the Jews there 

 Paul argued from the Scriptures – proving that Jesus is the Messiah 

 

11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for 

they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 

every day to see if what Paul said was true.  

 This sounds like the Bereans – both Jews and Gentiles – accepted Paul 

 The Thessalonians ran Paul out of town 

 The Bereans received Paul’s message with eagerness and 

  They examined the Scriptures to test what Paul taught 

 This is a great example for all Christians 

 The real test of a preacher’s message is  

comparing his teaching against Scripture 

 

12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women 

and many Greek men.  

 Compare this to the Thessalonians (Acts 17:4) where only some believed 

 

Other information about 1 Thessalonians 

Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians to encourage the church to stay faithful and 

 To answer some questions from the church 

He wrote it from Corinth between 50 and 54 AD 

Only Galatians was written by Paul earlier than 1 Thessalonians 

Galatians was written about 48 AD – Paul’s first letter in Scripture 

This was after Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey and just  

before the Jerusalem council 
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1 Thessalonians 1    

1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.  

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

Letters written in first-century Greco-Roman culture began with three statements 

which are found in the opening verse of 1 Thessalonians:  

the name(s) of the writer(s),  

the name(s) of the addressee(s), and  

a word of formal greeting.1 

 

 From : Paul and his companions 

 To : The church in God and in Christ 

 Greeting : Grace and peace 

 

 What is the church ? 

  Believers only – Interviewed Members  

  Trustees – Must be saved 

  Chosen by God 

  Set Apart for His use 

  The church is the Holy Bride of Christ 

  Discipline in the church 

 

Acts 4:32-5:11 – God requires holiness in the church   

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 

possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  

33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.  

34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who 

owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  

35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had 

need.  

 
1 Constable, T. L. (1985). 1 Thessalonians. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible 

Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 690). Wheaton, IL: 

Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.1Th1.1&off=39&ctx=1%3a1.+~Letters+written+in+first-century+Gr
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36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which 

means Son of Encouragement),  

37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.  

Acts 5 

1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece 

of property.  

2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but 

brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.  

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you 

have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you 

received for the land?  

4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 

money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have 

not lied to men but to God.”  

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 

heard what had happened.  

6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out 

and buried him.  

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  

8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”  

9 Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! 

The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry 

you out also.”  

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came 

in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  

11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.  

 


