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September 27, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

1 Thessalonians 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 

Last week we asked “What is the church ?” 

  Only believers in the church 

Interviewed Members for their testimony of salvation  

  Chosen by God out of the world – Changed lives 

  Set Apart for His use 

  Body of Christ – He is it’s Head 

  The Holy Bride of Christ 

  Discipline in the church 

 

Acts 4:32-5:11 – God requires holiness in the church and He enforces it   

 Ananias and Saphira sold some property 

 And then they lied about how much they sold it for 

Peter said they had lied to the Holy Spirit 

 God took their lives away 

 God through Peter was enforcing holiness in the young church 

 

1 Corinthians 5 – Evil and sin must be removed from and by the church   

1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 

that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father’s wife.  

 We don’t know the details but according to Paul they  

should have known this was not allowed 

 

2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have been filled with grief and have 

put out of your fellowship the man who did this?  

 What do you think Paul is referring to – “You are proud ?” 

 What does “put our of fellowship” mean ? 

 

3 Even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. And I have 

already passed judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present.  
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4 When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in 

spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present,  

 In an assembly of the church  

 The Lord Jesus is the head of the church meeting in His name 

 The power of Jesus (the Holy Spirit) is obviously present in  

the corporate body of the church 

 

5 hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his 

spirit saved on the day of the Lord.  

 Hand him over to Satan = kicked out of the church 

 No longer under the protection of God as part of the body of Christ 

 The goal was discipline to bring Him back to obedience to God 

 This man was obviously saved but disobedient 

 This could be even to his death so that his spirit could be saved 

 The church must be holy – God will enforce that and so must the church 

 Members of the church must not be allowed to bring shame on Christ 

 The church must be holy 

 

1 Peter 1 – The church is to be holy because God is holy    

15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  

 God called us from the foundation of the world 

 He called us to be holy and blameless before Him 

 God has decreed that we are holy and sanctified but 

  Our behavior is not always holy 

 Peter is calling us to be holy “in all you do” = in our behavior  

 

16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  

 We will never be perfect but we will be forgiven by the grace of God 

 So we must strive to be holy in our obedience to Him as 

  Children of God living before a sinful world 

 The church must be holy 

 

1 Thessalonians 1 

2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.  

 Paul had a vibrant prayer life 

 He was always thankful to God – that was His attitude 

 He prayed for all his churches 
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3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by 

faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 Faith 

 Love 

 Hope 

 

1 John 3-The Christian’s Hope = Our Resurrection    

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 

been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for 

we shall see him as he is.  

 The Holy Spirit testifies to our spirit that we are children of God 

 We don’t know what we will be 

 But when He appears at the Rapture, we shall be like Him 

 At the Rapture we will receive our resurrection bodies and  

We will rise to meet Him in the air 

 

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.  

 Our Hope = the resurrection 

 The church must be holy and pure just as Jesus is 

 And we must strive to be holy and pure just as He is 

 

Romans 8 – We are predestined to be conformed to His likeness    

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

 God is not bound by time 

 So here God foreknew us before the foundation of the world 

 He sees all time as present tense and so God had a relationship with  

us (He foreknew us) before the world was created 

 He lives beyond time but we live in time 

 We must remember this or else this verse makes no sense 

 


