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1 Thessalonians 1 

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,  

 Paul talks often of the Christian’s election and God’s choosing of us 

 God had chosen the Thessalonians before the foundation  

of the world to be His 

 And Paul was sure of their salvation 

Paul knew that God had chosen them because of their response to the  

gospel in believing in Jesus and also by the work of the Holy Spirit 

 

Ephesians 1:4 – God also chose us before creation    

4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. . . . .  

 God knows the future perfectly – He is Omniscient 

 

Romans 8:29 – We were predestined to be like Christ    

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

 He is not bound or restricted by time like we are 

 He sees all of time in the present tense 

 And so He foreknew us – He had a relationship with us before creation 

 So He predestined us to be conformed to the likeness of Christ 

 That will happen when we receive our resurrection bodies 

 

 

Ephesians 1:11-14 – We were chosen, predestined, and sealed by the Holy 

Spirit  

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 

him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  

 Notice that “predestined” is past tense 

 But there is no past tense with God – it is all present tense 

 So this past tense must be from our perspective and not God’s 
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 So the word “predestined” really has no meaning to God 

 Here God condescends to speak in human terms – not eternal terms 

 And God often does this in Scripture 

 

12 in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise 

of his glory.  

 We were chosen and predestined to be (or to exist) for  

the praise of Christ 

 

13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 

the promised Holy Spirit,  

 Here we see the time element that we are restricted to 

 We were placed in Christ when we heard the gospel and 

  Believed in Christ and we became children of God 

 The Bible clearly teaches election, choosing, and predestination by God 

 But the Bible also clearly teaches the personal responsibility of  

  Each person for their action in receiving Christ as Savior or not 

 This is a mystery known only by God – how to reconcile divine  

  Election and human responsibility 

 Like seeing angels is normally beyond human ability 

 Or like hearing the high pitched sounds a dog hears is beyond our ability 

 Understanding this mystery is beyond our human ability  

But our response to the gospel proved that we are the elect of God  

 God then marked us in Him with a seal 

 That seal is the Holy Spirit living in us as a  

guarantee of our inheritance 

  

14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 

who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.  

 God’s granting of the Holy Spirit is a deposit and  

guarantee of our inheritance 

 We will inherit everything as co-heirs with Christ at 

  Our final redemption 

 Remember that our redemption – three tenses – past, present, and future 

  We were redeemed from the penalty of sin at the cross 

  We are redeemed from the power of sin daily 
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  We will be redeemed from the very presence of sin at  

At the Rapture 

 

1 Thessalonians 1 

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,  

 Paul knew they were saved because of their changed lives 

 We are never to judge whether someone is saved but 

   

Luke 6 - We can and should be fruit inspectors    

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  

44 Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from 

thornbushes, or grapes from briers.  

45 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and 

the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of 

the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  

 

1 Thessalonians 1 

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,  

5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, 

with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.  . . . .  

 God’s choosing of you was proved by your receiving of the gospel 

 Also by the coming to you of the Holy Spirit 

 Also by your soft heart and your conviction of sin 

 The Thessalonians were changed from their previous behavior 

 God is in the people changing business 

 If there is no change in a person when they are saved – it  

needs to be questioned 

 Now that does not apply to a very young person 

 But in general when a person is saved – there ought to be  

visible changes in their behavior 

 

John 3:7 -  Jesus said, “You must be born again”  

7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’  

 Involves a change in behavior 
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2 Corinthians 5:17 – Paul wrote that those in Christ are new creations 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come!  

 New likes and new dislikes will be evident 

 Liking to be in church, to sing hymns, to study the Bible, to do good deeds 

 Disliking getting drunk, swearing, being around bad people 

 The Thessalonians were not responding to a clever sermon 

 They responded to the gospel as the power of God 

 

Romans 1 – Paul knew that the simple gospel was the power of God    

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  

 That power of God is what saves the sinner 

 


