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October 6, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

 

The Book of Genesis 

 

Genesis 6    

5 The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that 

every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  

6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was 

filled with pain.  

 We have to ask – Did God know ahead of this that man would sink to this ? 

 Our God is Omniscient – He is All Knowing  

He knows everything – even the future – so God was not surprised by this 

But He had given man free will and so Adam and Eve sinned 

And all mankind had followed their lead and they sinned exceedingly  

But God’s desire was for man to be holy and blameless 

Scripture says that He saw, He was grieved and He was filled with pain 

This is written from man’s perspective so that we would  

 Know how God felt 

And so we would know why God destroyed mankind 

 

Ephesians 2:1–10 – Paul describes us as also part of that world of Noah 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  

 Like those of Noah’s world - consumed by our desire to have our own way 

 Before we were born again and made spiritually alive we were also  

spiritually dead and not responsive to God 

 We were dead 

 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the 

ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 

disobedient.  

We followed the ways of this anti-God world system – taking our cues of  

what is right and wrong from our peers 

 We did not realize it but that world was ruled by Satan – the ruler of the  

kingdom of the air 

 We were dead and did not know it 

 The spirit of the world system (Satan) is at work in those who are  

disobedient to God 
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3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful 

nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 

objects of wrath.  

 All of us lived among them – not one is exempt 

 “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” 

 We went along with the rest of the anti-God world around us 

 We followed the desires of our sin nature with no restraint 

 As a result, we were objects of God’s wrath – God always punishes sin  

And if God had not called us and softened our hearts – we would 

 Still be objects of wrath – just like those people around Noah 

Here we see Scripture written from man’s perspective again 

God is not bound by time and He knows everything that will happen 

So from God’s perspective we were not under His wrath since He  

knew that He would save us  

But from man’s perspective – bound in time – we would see  

ourselves as under His wrath until we were saved 

 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  

5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 

grace you have been saved.  

 Totally by the grace of God, we were made alive and born again when 

  We were completely dead in transgressions 

 We were made new creations – the old has gone and the new has come 

 God performed a miracle in our bodies 

 We did not deserve that – It was totally by God’s unmerited love 

 We were made spiritually alive and responsive to God’s call on our lives 

 Purely by His mercy – He chose us from before the foundation of the world 

 And then He gave us His Holy Spirit to live in us 

 

6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 

in Christ Jesus,  

 Speaking in the past tense because it is as good as done for us 

 Remember that God does not exist in time but in eternity 

 He is not bound by time = He lives in the eternal present 

 He sees everything as the present tense 

 God raised us up – in resurrected glory – and seated us with  

Christ in the heavenly realms 

 

7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 

grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  

 God will show us off as an example of His mercy and grace 

 Showing how kind He has been to us who were dead in transgression and sin 

 We who certainly did not deserve that kindness – We deserved His wrath 
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8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—  

 We have been saved by grace through faith 

 He chose us from before the foundation of the world 

 But we had to listen and hear the gospel and respond with a soft heart 

 This is a mystery = God’s sovereign choosing of us and  

our responsibility to choose Christ 

 Both of these concepts are clearly taught by Scripture 

 But our salvation is all a gift from God to us 

 

9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  

 We did nothing to boast about – we have definitely not earned our salvation 

 All we did was receive this great salvation when God offered it to us 

 

10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

 God has caused us to be born again – we are His workmanship 

 We have been placed in Christ Jesus – to do good works 

 But it is not our good works 

 Those good works were prepared by God in advance for us to do  

 Is that as sobering to you as it is to me ? 

 Now back to Genesis  

 

Genesis 6 

6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was 

filled with pain.  

 When God Who is infinitely holy and righteous observed mankind He 

  Recoiled from His perfect creation and the pinnacle of His work 

 He had made mankind in the image of God 

 And now mankind had turned and desired evil with all their heart 

 This was exactly the opposite of why God had created mankind 

 There can be no relationship between this evil and the holiness of God 

 As a side note – I am sure that some of you use the KJV of the Bible 

 

 

Genesis 6:6 – King James Version uses the word “repented” here 

6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him 

at his heart.  

 Here is an unfortunate choice of translation when applied to God 

 What does “repent” mean ? = change your mind or to turn around 

 Our God does not change or repent or turn around 

 In theological terms – Our God is immutable 
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He is unchangeable 

 

Malachi 3:6 – God does not change   

6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.  

 Any change on God’s part would move Him away from perfection 

 Also God knew the future so He was not surprised by it 

 So He could not change His mind – He had allowed for all the future 

 Here is another example of God writing His word from man’s perspective 

 

Genesis 6 

7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of 

the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds 

of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.”  

 Just as easily as God had created everything that breathed the  

Air – He could also destroy everything that breathed the air 

 

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  

 In contrast to all the evil that brought such intense pain to God’s  

  Heart – Noah brought great pleasure to God’s heart 

 Noah found favor in God’s heart 

 Noah had a wonderful relationship with God 

 Noah was descended from Seth whose line believed in God 

 He had faith and he walked with the Lord like Enoch did 

 And we will see that God will save Noah from this judgment  

 

9 This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the 

people of his time, and he walked with God.  

 What a wonderful thing for God to say about Noah 

 I want to hear God say that about me 

 Noah was not perfect – the Bible shows Noah – warts and all 

 But God said that he was righteous – He wanted to do right  

 Noah walked with God – His heart was right with God 

 We saw previously that Enoch also walked with God 

 

Genesis 5 – Enoch walked with God – His heart was right with God   

24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.  

 Enoch’s heart was right with God – He had a loving relationship with God 

 Perhaps God took him like He will take us – in the Rapture 

 Two other men lived with a right heart toward God 

 The first was Job 
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Job 1 – God said that Job was blameless and upright and feared God    

1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 

blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.  

 This seems like another way to say that Job walked with God 

 Job was not perfect but his heart was right with God 

 Our God always looks upon man’s heart 

 The second man whose heart was right toward God was Abraham 

 

Genesis 15 – Abraham also walked with God – his heart was right with God 

1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, 

Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”  

 God spoke to Abram (later renamed Abraham) 

 Abraham had an intimate relationship with Almighty God 

 God is committing Himself to protect and provide for Abraham 

 

2 But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 

childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”  

3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household 

will be my heir.”  

 Abraham said that the thing he wanted most was an heir 

 He said that since he had no children that a servant would be his heir 

 

4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a 

son coming from your own body will be your heir.”  

 God told Abraham that he would have a son born of him and Sarah 

 But Sarah was well past child-bearing age – so that seemed impossible 

 

5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if 

indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

 But God told Abraham that he would have uncountable offspring 

 And even though that seemed impossible – Abraham believed God 

 

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  

 And God credited Abraham’s belief to him as righteousness 

 That gifting of righteousness is the same as our righteousness now 

 We have been credited with Christ’s righteousness 
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 And that righteousness is what will get us into heaven 

 So Noah was in good company having a heart right with God 

 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

So basically chapters 6–9 answer the question, What is the end of man? Can he get 

away with pursuing life immorally and enjoying the pleasures of this world with 

reckless abandon? Is this life final or preparatory? God’s judgment makes the 

answer clear. But the expense seems so great. This judgment seems harsh. No 

word about the terror of the lost is mentioned, though Noah must have felt it. The 

Flood shows the extent to which God will go to help bring about holiness and rest 

on the earth. It is here that the godly find encouragement—in God’s plan for good 

to triumph ultimately over evil. Only one other event shows that holiness among 

people is the object for which God will sacrifice everything else—the crucifixion 

of His Son.1 

 

  

 
1 Ross, A. P. (1985). Genesis. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 38). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Ge6.9-8.22&off=3014&ctx=+noise+humans+made.%0a~So+basically+chapter
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Genesis 6    

10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence.  

12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had 

corrupted their ways.  

13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 

filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and 

the earth.  

14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with 

pitch inside and out.  

15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 

45 feet high.  

16 Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in 

the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks.  

17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the 

heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will 

perish.  

18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and 

your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.  

19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to 

keep them alive with you.  

20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature 

that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive.  

21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food 

for you and for them.”  

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.  

 


