
1 

 

October 11, 2020 

Dick Pitzer 

Sunday Bible Study 

1 Thessalonians 

 

1 Thessalonians 1 

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,  

5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, 

with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.  You know how we lived among 

you for your sake.  

 Paul and his companions lived as examples of children of God 

 They lived that way for the Thessalonians’ sake 

 

6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord;  . . . .  

 The Thessalonians imitated the missionaries 

 This is the normal progression 

 New Christians imitate their spiritual parent 

 And in doing so they also imitated the Lord 

 They were “little Christs” 

  And as they matured they realized that they should imitate Christ 

 

1 Peter 2 – Peter tells how they and we should live in this world    

18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those 

who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  

 Paul did not condone slavery but many Christians were slaves 

 They may have felt that becoming a believer freed them 

 But Paul says for them to submit to their masters and respect them 

 And not just to the good masters but also to the harsh ones 

 Today this might apply to an employee and his or her boss 

 

19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering 

because he is conscious of God.  

 Bearing up under unjust suffering is commendable but the 

  Reason he bears up is even more important 

 If the reason a man bears up is because he is conscious of God then 

  That is the commendable thing 

 What does it mean “because he is conscious of God” mean ? 

 God is Sovereign and He has allowed the unjust suffering 
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 So bearing up is commendable when we are submitting to God’s will 

 

20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 

endure it?  , , , ,   

 Basically Paul is saying that this is not to your credit 

 Endurance of a beating for doing wrong is not to your credit 

 It is not God’s will for you to do wrong 

 And so you deserve the beating for doing wrong 

 

20  . . . .  But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 

commendable before God.  

 But it is God’s will for you to do good – even if you endure a beating 

 Doing good is commendable before God no matter what 

 In fact this is part of your calling 

 

21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, that you should follow in his steps.  

 We are called to do good – to be holy and blameless before God 

 Christ suffered for you – leaving you an example 

 He did God’s will in suffering unjustly even though He did good 

 I recommend a novel by Charles Sheldon – In His Steps 

 Written in 1896 – it has sold more than 50 million copies 

 Full title = In His Steps – What Would Jesus Do ? 

 A pastor challenged his congregation to live this way for one year 

 

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  

 Jesus had not sinned or committed any acts deserving death 

 And so He is the ultimate example of suffering unjustly 

 The sinless Son of God was beaten and killed unjustly 

 

2 Corinthians 5    

21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.  

 Jesus condescended to become a man 

 But then He lowered Himself from absolute holiness to becoming sin 

 He became sin for us and suffered and shed His blood for our forgiveness 

 And then God gave Christ’s righteousness to us as His children 
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1 Peter 2 – Peter tells how they and we should live in this world    

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  

 Our normal response to insults and suffering is to retaliate 

 But “What Would Jesus Do ?” 

 Instead of retaliating – He entrusted Himself to Almighty God 

 

Hebrews 10 – It is not our place to take revenge  

30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, 

“The Lord will judge his people.”  

 First we need to see that God will take revenge when appropriate 

 But we also need to see that God will judge His people 

 We belong to God – He adopted us as His children 

 He will judge all mankind righteously – beginning with His children 

 

1 Peter 2 – Peter tells how they and we should live in this world    

24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins 

and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  

 Jesus bore our sins – He took the punishment we deserved 

 God the Father poured out His wrath against our sins on His Son 

 Jesus received the wrath we deserved and we received forgiveness 

 And so we have been justified = judged innocent of all our sins because 

  Jesus’ blood paid for our transgressions 

 So that we might die to sins and live for righteousness 

 This is what we have been called to 

 By His wounds (shed blood) we have been healed (justified) 

 We have been declared innocent (healed) of all our sins 

 This does NOT refer to physical healing of our body 

 

25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  

 We were wandering sheep with no shepherd 

 But we have returned to the Good Shepherd 

 What does “returned” mean ? 

 It does not mean that we were saved and then not saved and then saved 

 Our spirits did not exist before our conception and now returned to God 

 Perhaps that we were created in the image of God 

 And although tarnished – we have now returned to be children of God 
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1 Thessalonians 1 

6  . . . .  in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy 

given by the Holy Spirit.  

 They were persecuted because of their faith 

  By the Jews (who claimed Jesus was not the Messiah) 

  By the Judaizers (Christians who claimed they  

must first become Jews) 

  By the Greeks or Gentiles (pagans) 

 The whole world was allowed to legally persecute Christians 

 And the world took advantage of that 

 But the Thessalonians overcame the persecution because 

  Jesus lived in their hearts and gave them peace 

 Even in suffering they were joyful 

 They now knew that they were forgiven of their sins and had 

  Become children of God and that they were headed for heaven 

 

John 16:33 – Jesus overcame the world  

33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  

 And because Jesus had overcome the world – so would they 

 This led to tremendous joy 

 

1 Thessalonians 1 

7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.  

 The Thessalonians showed other churches how to live in that world 

 

8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia . . . .  

 The Lord’s message = the gospel = the good news 

 What is this good news ? 

  That God is not angry with us but instead He loves us 

  That He wants us to spend eternity with Him in heaven 

  That He loves us so much that He allowed His Son to die for us 

  That He has paid the price for our forgiveness of sins through  

the blood of Jesus Christ on the cross 

  In fact God has done all that is necessary for us to get to heaven 

  So now “whosoever will” can believe in Christ and be saved 
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8  . . . .  your faith in God has become known everywhere.  Therefore we do not 

need to say anything about it,  

 These new Christians spread the good news to others 

 Not by some organized campaign but by testimony 

 New Christians are often very good evangelists 

 They can’t wait to share the good news with others 

 

9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us.  . . . .  

 You welcomed us and our gospel message as the word of God 

 They tell us about this – we don’t need to tell anyone 

 This is known everywhere 

 

9  . . . .  They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 

God,  

 Repenting means to turn around 

 They turned around away from idols  

 They turned around to God  

To serve Him and worship Him – the living and true God 

 They were born again with new likes and dislikes 

 They were a new creation – the old was gone and the new had come 

 It has been said that mankind is free to choose who their master will be 

 But mankind is not free to choose no master 

 

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 

who rescues us from the coming wrath.  

 And they had the Christian hope now – the resurrection to life 

 They eagerly waited for God’s Son to come for us from heaven 

 God had raised Jesus from the dead 

 Showing that Jesus was really the Messiah from God 

 Also showing that His blood sacrifice was accepted by God 

 And Jesus rescues us from coming wrath – from all the wrath of God 

 He rescues us from that wrath and not out of that wrath – otherwise  

he would have told them to prepare for the wrath 

 Paul seemed to expect the Rapture during his lifetime 

 


